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TO THB RIGHT REVEREND 

GEORGE LORD BISHOP OF LINCOLN. 

MT LORD5 

/ Presume to request your Lordship's 
protection for the following Discourses^ though 
the Author has not the honour of being known 
to you ; because I fatter myself th^ contain the 
genuine Doctrines of that Church of which 
your Lordship is one of the ablest Pillars. If 
those Doctrines are expressed in a manner which 
may be useful to the humble Followers of 
CHRisT^/or whose instruction and comfort this 
little work is designed, it will want no other 
introduction to your Lordship; and if I am 
permitted to say that it has been honoured with 
ytour approbation^ it can stand in need of n$ 
other recommendation to the public. 

I have the /lonour to be, 

With the greatest respect, 

"MY LORDj 

Four Lordship's most faithful 

And obedient Servant, ' 

THE AUTHOR. 
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PREFACE. 



THE intention of the following 
Work is to supply the ignorant, 
and those who wish to instrudt them, 
with a plain anc simple summary of 
the faith and duty of a Christian; un^ 
mixed with controversy, and level to 
the capacities of those who have not 
had the advantage of a learned educa- 
tion. If it shall be found to contain 
nolki?i^ nezvj I beg leave to observe 
that 1 consider* that circumstance as 
its greatest merit. Some late expe- 
riments give us loo much reason to 
dread novelty in Philosophy and Po-, 
litics, and it is still more to be dreaded 
in Religion. If this Volume contain 
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VI PREFACE. 

any do(5lrine which is not to be proved 
from Scripture, and was not believed by 
the Primitive Church, I shall be the 
first to jcondemn it, when pointed out 
to me ; for Christianity, like its Great. 
Author, is the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever. 

Having had the happiness of being 
born and educated in the bosom of the 
Church of England, to' which I am 
most firmly attached, I think it ne- 
cessary to disclaim all connexion with 
those who seek out new paths, and 
presume to find fault with the method 
of instruction usually employed in our 
Church* I have always considered the 
privilege of joining in oyr excellent 
Liturgy, and receiving the instructions 
of a regularly-ordained Ministry, asai> 
inestimable blessing. I am fully per- 
suaded, that, taken as a body, the 
Clergy of the Church of England are 
not inferior in abilities, in Christian 
knowledge, or in morals, to any of 
their opponents ; and that those wha 
» attend the public service of our Church 
with an humble wish to receive in- 
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struction, will s^lddm be disappointed. 
1 never heard a seinion from which I 
did not learn something ; and I wish 
t4iat those ' who 4ind 4t otherwise wouW 
remember, that half an hour whicli 
affords neither information nor amuse- 
ment, may be well spent by the great- 
est and wisest men, in setting an 
example of that respectful attention 
which is due to the place, and to the 
office at least, if not to the abilities, 
of the Preacher. 

If these Discourses' have any merit, 
it is, that they contain in a narrow 
compass the instruction which I have 
myself received from some of the best 
Writers and Preachers of our Church ; 
and I venture to offer them to the 
Public, because I have often been at a 
loss to find sermons for family reading, 
written in so plain a style that the un- 
learned might from thence obtain use- 
ful practical instruction, on Christian 
principles, suited to their situation and 
habits of life. I do not write for fame, 
but in the humble hope of being use- 
ful to a very respectable class of my 
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fellow-Christians ; and my utmost am* 
bition .will be gratified, if they shall 
receive instruction and comfort from 
what is here submitted to their con* 
sideration. 
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SERMON t-- ' 

/ ^. ' *Jf=^!FWff*^ ■■'•107/ '• . ' 
•'. .; • ■•: doiilA .n.v) -r. .ij •' ^* o": , . ' v ;• i 

^^ tc^t ^coniains iBe great /rotb j.Whicli 

^ j5t tlje'jfjWjbcl^atioa pTjiU Uu^W are to^ 

believ^^^^ja^orf! !^^^ lb?it ^e are . ta. dp j of ill our.' 

in thiis.VpricI^ a^ biappixiess in tl^ejiexu 
I shaft xiot wa^ste-,yq|ir^in;ie in eptj^ayouring 
to .prove what nb^m^nV who l^?{$,,cqmnx9a 




sen^9 calj. possifely doubt. Th^ fqc^ jmay jityi 
in his/Ji^jrt, theVe is no. God.; ^ui>no thiij£jr 
iii^rtg^^wil^ 6rj4:an, teljeve hipp,, V ^V!^^!* ^^ 
Took, ^t a' hbu,sci' a ^h.ip^ or Vany ' djjhe^' wof li* 
ofmej^y Y'^ aa'e (fnraediat^ljf f:onvipi;jed thai 
it was not formed Jby chaig^ and ^*|iea w^ 
aee^ w^i^t. hunpan 'strength and skill can do, 
"we Conclude' that ^uch things wereraade by- . 
men like oursejyes, and who. only ,d^^r Troni* 
us in haVibg 'ap'^lted their sWeng'th'^and skill 

B 
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to those particular purposes. — When we look 
at a tree, or a flower, at the raging sea, or 
the stars of heaven, we must be equally con- 
vinced that /i&^ trere^Ofniade by chance; 
and as we know that human strength or skill 
cannot make them, we must conclude that 
ihey are the work of isomtf Being whose power 
is much greater than our^. Much more whea 
we refleft on ourfflvesy- on, :die wonderful 
contrivance of the Body, and the far more 
wotf(Jerfu^ /a<;uUies ^9f^^e J^gul ;,. whe^ v^e /eel 
and know ^t^t we ^r^^^^pable of happiness 
and of virtue; that we can think, and speak, 
apd aft \ yet are certain that we did nqtmal^e 
ourselves i ' ^'coitiiiim^')kn^^^ 



that >^^^ Vete^ f(!frfffed by ;HSiifii^^*i!i wixuuv 
we.1ive,''kna''rfi6y(ii''' and 'nive'^^ayiiefiig f^^^ 
ind*we'>(ist%efieve that th'ci'e Ts ia '<5()B.— ! 
Bof** to fnan h'^th ^eit^'Gdi ar attj^ ImtV^i 
and iflVthftf we ca^"^ know of histatnrej^ 
inust Wv^liat He has been graciously pfeased 
to. reveal to lis^. From the earliest iimes 'Gpn 
Bas given laws and irtsrr&ftions x6 menj'knd 
his will has been made knbwh to theih eitlfer' 
immediately from Himself, is ap^eSriTd have 
beeii the case when He spake to/*Adi*m,'to^. 
Noah, to Abrahain, and ■ others, atfrfwheA 
He pronounced the Tefl Co'mmandmeiitS from 
Mount Sinai to the whole naf'on of rhe chlld- 
* AAs xyiii. aS. . t Jolmi. iip 
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ren of Israel; ar by the ministry of prophets, 
'^ho on different occasions have been com- 
missioned to declare his will^ and by whotn 
the books; of the Old Testaitient were written. 
But^': Gofi, whpat iundiy times and in divm 
iQfinner;s spake in time past unto the fathers by 
ibeProiJictSj.haih in tliese last days spoken 
unto us* by*;hi9 Soa."* Our Saviour JfESXJS 
Christ came into the workl to teach us our 
duty^ t6 set us: an example, and to die for opr 
sans* ..He proved that he was sent from God, 
by works which no man' can do by his own 
power* He opened the eyes of the blind, he 
healed, the sick, he cast out devils, he raised 
the dead. Above- all, after having been pu^)- 
lidy put to death aa a malefaftor, he rose 
triumphantjrom the grave, lived and conver- 
sed forty days with his disciples on earth, and 
then, ascended into Heaven, in the presence of 
numbers- who afterwards laid down their lives, 
to prove the truth df those things which they 
had themselves seen and heard. These mqn, 
to whom our. Saviour gave a commission to 
preach the GoiJpel to all nations, wrote the 
Books of the New Testament 5 and in these 
hooks, which, with the Old Testament, make 
up the sacred volume which we call the Bible, 
we may find all the information that is neces- 
sary for ur, in regard to the nature of Gojd, 

* Heb. !. X. 
B 2 
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and pur duty to Him; we may leam how. to 
behave in every situation in this world, and 
to look beyond this world to the happiness 
which is promised to every good man after' 
death- To that book then we must ap|>ly 
for information ; and from that book I will 
endeavour to colleft the substance of what ; 
we are required to believe and to do, in order 
to obtain the salvation which is there pro- 
mised to all the faithful servants of God. I 
hope to do this in such a plain and simple 
manner as may be understoodby all ; may be 
useful to those who ^avenot the advantage* 
of being able to read the . Bible themselves ; 
and may afford satisfa^on to those who are 
already well acquainted with that sacred book^ 
by bringing to their remembrance what ought 
never to be forgotten. 

The first ivords of the Bible contain a 
great and most important truth': '* In the 
beginning God created the heaven and the 
eanh..''* Here we may learn the answer to 
the question, how we and the world we live 
in were made. God created, God produced 
out of nothing, all that we see in thi« beau-. 
tiful world. He spake, and it was done, tn 
six days God created the world, furnished it 
with plants and animals, and made man in bis 
own image, to rule over it; " and God saw 
* Ceo. t. i. 
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every thing that He had made, and behold ^ 

it was very good/'* Every thing then was 

perfeft in its kind ; and the appointed ruler of 

all, Adam, formed in the image of God, was 

wise, was virtuous, and was happy. For 

him God formed a companion, a friend, and 

a wife, innocent and virtuous as himself, to 

complete his happiness by sharing it with 

him, to deserve and possess his love, and to 

join with him in serving and in praising their 

great Creator. To this happy pair God gave 

the Garden of Eden, with all things in it 

richly; to enjoy ; and Gqd said, ** of every 

tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat ; but 

of the Tree of the Knowledge of good and 

evil thou shalt not eat of it, for in the day 

that thou eatest* thereof thou shalt surely 

die.^'t Obedience to this command was the 

proof reqiiiited of their love and gratitude to 

Him who gave them all ; bin this command 

was broker). Through envy of the devil 

death came into the world. . From the Bibl^ 

we learn that a fallen Angel, who bad him* 

self lost his happiness by rebelling against 

God, took the form of a serpent, and per- ^ 

suaded the woman to transgress. ** She took 

of the fruit, thereof and did eat, and gave 

also unto her husband v^ihher, and he did 

eat/*|J From this moment all is changed. 

• Gen.i. 31. t Gen. ii. 16, 17. II Gen. v^u^i, 
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Conscious of guilt, and trembling with, ap* 
prehension of the tlireatened punishment, 
they , hid themselves in the garden ; vainly 
hoping, or at least wishing, to escape from 
the all-seeing eye of God. As it has been 
justly observed by an excellent writer, ^' In. 
the state of innocence Adam ran to meet 
God; and the intercourse with his Divine 
Instruftor was the most exalted delight of 
Paradise. But when innocence was gone, he 
sought the shelter of the deepest cover j and 
on being called forth out of it, returned for 
answer, with a dejeftion never known before', 
** I heard thy voice, and I was afraid."* That 
voice pronounced tfae sentence, *' Cursed is 
the. ground for thy sake.**t It* the sweat 
of thy face «halt thou eat bread till thou 
return unto the ground ; for out of it wast 
thou taken j for dust thou art, and unto dust 
shalt thou return."! If any: person should 
be surprised that the trial to which Adam 
was exposed was of so trifling a nature, and 
that hi^ happiness or misery should depend 
on his eating, or not eating, the fruit of a 
trcQ ; I beg him to consider, first, that Adam, 
in his situation, could not be guilty of what 
. we regard as the greatest crimes. He could 
Dot commit murder, when he *was the only 
• Sern\oc$ by the Rcy. Df.Randolph,. 
+ Gen. iii, 17. t C«n. iii* i<^a 
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man: nor adultery when his ^ifevas the 
oaly woman/ H^ coold notsteal when b^ 
was^alread^ in posMssiod'ol every thing 
aronnd him; nor commit any other injury to 
his fellow-creatures, tvbile he was alone oo 
the earth. Secondly, thalt, in reality, every 
thing which can draw u& away from the ser- 
vice of Gets whether it be honour, power, 
richifs, or- pleasure, is as triflJng, as unworth^ 
of our regard, as truly contemptible, as the 
forbidden fruit.. And lastly, that in fuA the 
trial of Adam was exaOly like tftat of every 
other man } the question was not whether he 
would or would not taste of the fruit, but 
whether he would dr would not obey God ^ 
whether he would subbil to the revealed will 
of his Creator, atid not attempt to he wise 
above that which he was taught/ but humbly 
and constantly bbsferv^e _wbatevelr dire^ons: 
he bad received from Gont "' 

Such 28 the account whkh Scripture gives 
us. of the fall of man ; and from the same 
authority we learn, that the consequences of 
this event extend to all the children of Adam; 
that having lost his fritiocence, arid corrupted, 
his nature, ill who descend from him aie bom 
weak and imperfeft, inclined to sin, and under 
sentence of death. It is of great importance 
that this should be clearly understood,-^ 
cH-der that we may know,, and feel, how mudm 
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we owcr to the great ii^vererljrfjtfae humant 
race, Jesus,. Cij^i^istr-oj Thfe bible, iclls/ us 
that without H^liBe$§ wxrq^nic^aiiw^UGoD^i 
who: is pf purer eyesitbaacti) beheld , iniquity; 
and the best-man: .in the ^worW^ if he Jook 
into his own heart,, mpst acknowledge that 
he is very imperfect, ths^t bi$ nature is inciined 
to sin, and tl^fit if he de^^d on «his, qwq 
righteousness, he must treoible tq appear 
before GO0. If therefore perfeft obedien'ta 
Were required, every one of .us rnust appear 
giiilty before QoD. But our ipercjful Creator 
did not. place any hi^maq being in • this dreadr 
ful situation ; for eve,9 before H^pr^qq^^ed 
the. sentence on Adam, lje,ga?te thie lu-oinise 
of mercy, in this remarkable prQphecy,-rr5n6^ 
seed ^ the woman shall bruise 4be fe^cpinfs 
heqdr The whole history of; the Old and 
New Testament is ^ comnient on these words. 
From every part qi k we learn, that this pro- 
jmised seed of the wcraan^ our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, the Sop of God,. offered himself 
as a sacrifice fortht sin of; jthe whole world 5 
that " as in Adam all die,'so in Christ shall 
all be ^nade aliye ;"* that through his merits 
every son of Adam may hope for mercy and 
acceptance, if be believe in him, and humbly 
•endeavour to do bis will. He has brought 
Jiifeandimm^ortality to light. He will giv^ 

•t".:,Li * I Cor. xy. aa. ■ 
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vs much more than Adam lost. He will place 
XLS in a better Paradise, he will make us for 
ever happy, if, during our short trial in thif 
world, we put our whole trust in Him, and 
endeavour to obey all his commandments j 
and even if we are so unhappy as to fail in 
cur obedience, and to commit sin, we have his 
promise of pardon on our sincere repentance* 
*' He is the lamb of God, who taketh away 
the sin of world- "• Through the whole 
history contained in the Bible, from the fall 
of Adam to the birth of Christ, we find 
every thing connefted with that gre^ft event. 
Sacrifices were immediately appointed, and 
have been offered in every part of the world, 
to keep up the remembrance of him, who was 
afterwards to be offered as a sacrifice for all 
mankind ; and they were accepted of God, 
when they were accompanied by faith in 
Christ. When God, for the wickedness 
of man, destroyed the whole human race by 
a flood of water, Noah and his family were 
spared, and the everlasting covenant was 
renewed with them. When Abraham was 
called of God, he was told that in his seed 
all the families of the earth should be blessed. 
.When it pleaded God to separate the child- 
ren of Israel from other nations, and to give 
them a law from heaven, it was to keep up 
• Johni. »9. 
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the expeftation of the promised Redeemer b^ 
the ceremontes of that lawj. and particularly 
by the sacrifice of the Lamb at the feast of the 
Passover, to represent the Lamb of God, 
which was to be offered for the sin of the whole 
world, of him Moses spake ; to him gave 
all the Prophets witness ; and on him were 
fixed the hopes of every good man ; for these 
all lived arid died in raith, though they had 
not received the promise, but they saw it afar 
off, and went on thei^way rejoicings looking 
tinto Jesus the Author and Fmisher of their 
faith, the Mediator of the new Covenant, the 
Saviour and Reckemer of the world. 

To him then let us come, with humble and 
penitent hearts ; not trusting in onr own 
righteousness, but in the full, perfe^, and 
sufficient sacrifice and satisfaftion for the sia 
of the whole world, which, he made upon the 
cross fdr our redemption. *• If we say that 
we have no sin we deceive ourselves;*'* alt 
have sinned J all flesh is corrupt before God^ 
and it is impossible that by our own strength 
we can attain the holiness which is necessary 
to please Him. But our gracious God does 
not require what we are unable to perform* 
He pities our weakness, and accepts oursincere 
though iraperfeft endeavours, through the 
merits and mediation of Christ. Let all our 
• 1 John i^ S* 
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Hopes be fixed on him ^ Let us diligently^ 
study the directions he has left us in the New^ 
Testament. Let us believe what there is re- 
vealed, and prad^ise what is there taught; and. 
having used'our best eodetvoors to^know his 
will, and hnmbly to perfonn it, let us cast all 
our care ^n bins,, who. has promised that he 
will guide us with' his counsel; and after death 
i?eceive us into glory* Now to Him who.lovedi 
us, and washed u3 from our sins i^^hiSi owu 
blood, and has ifaade' ys kings and priests to- 
Gbx> and his leather, to him be gjory and: 
dominion forNever and even. 4^men*\ 
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^ THE wbRO WAS '^'^V'lSrik" C^OBy AND /hb 

woRiy WAS sbDV ', -^ '- * * .-' *. V 

IN tny last .^cotifte rcndeavoured to give 
you a s!*.ort account of what God has 
been pleased to reveal to us in the Old Tes- 
tament, concerning the creation of the world, 
the fall of man, and the mercy promised ta 
him through the expefted Redeemer ; ear- 
nestly wishing that the little I said on those 
subjefts may increase the diligence of the 
serious Christian in the study of that sacred 
book, which of late has been too much neg- 
lefted. r will venture to say, on the autha- 
rity of the best judged that if i\V Bible were 
only to be considered as the work of man» 
it has still every claim to attention, from the 
beauty and simplicity of the histories it re- 
lates, the wisdom of the instruftion it contains^ 
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tind tlie, information *^b5ch it* gives us' on 
many subjefts jn- which we. -afe.all deeply, in- 
terested... W,ho can .read (hfufitpry of Joseph 
wthout pleasure? Who can read theaccouat 
of theflgOrJ witho^pi-terror.?. Where shall we 
find a descript;i()j»i of ^friendship so interesting 
as that 'of David apd Jonathan ? Where shall 
we: meet with.siUjcb u^efulinstraaipti asin the 
proverbs of Solor^rt ? But if we believe that 
'^jallScriptiHre fs giyq^.t^ jf\Sf|ir^tp.n of God, 
and IS profit^bfe forjd<?AriAei for reproof, for 
fJ^C^iWf fo^ iTisirinftion in^^igbtepusness j*'* 
^*irdy<:^;^hfiirthet\ receive the word with 
$11 readiness of Hiipd, a0di. search the Scrip- 
J.ure^ d^Jy. ' . ' ^ ^^ . 
^'. TJ^. plan^wljich I have proposed to myself 
ddes ^t allow i<9Q to^d well; longer on the iur 
ter estiAg subje^s l^hich are to be found in th^ 
Old Testament ; but earnastly reconapaending 
thait sacred book to jhe $erious and ^itteniiye 
perqsalpf all who haye it in .their power to 
^tu4j: it as J t des^rvesj I proceed to the con- 
sideration of what js . r^ealed to us in the 
Nftw Tesjtq^enj, cqncei^nifig him of yvhom 
Mq^^ in the, JaWj j^nd theProjpheu did write, 
Jfisvjs^itbe Spn.pf OoD. I p^ppQSCy by tbq 
biftfsing of.G(ji>j jtqlay^before yofUjJna few 
.|y^4^»i5t^^'.4o^rW^/9f ^he,,$criptiire au,d. of 
.. ©ar Giw^Ldi-cot^p^ing Cff^j^T'our Savioyrj 
. - • . * *Tim. iii. i6w • • t e 
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aod to consider the blessii^gs "vvhicb we and 
ail mankind enjoy at present, and hope to 
receive after deaths through his merits and* 
mediation. 

*' In the beginnittg was the' Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.*'* ^** And the Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us.'*t From this sublime 
delscrlption, compared with many other parts 
of scripture, we learn that the Word wasGoti 
- and was man. We are told that our Savioul* 
Jb5us,C«rist, called by St. John the Word^ 
was the Son of God ; that- all things were 
made by him \ thai he is King of kings, and 
Lord of lords ; that to him every knee shall 
bow, of things in heaven, and things on earth, 
and things under the earth; that be is worthy 
to receive power, and riches, and wisdom,. 
and strength, and honour, and gbry, and 
blessing. But we are also told that he wasi. 
made man ; that he took our nature upd*^ 
him, and humbled himself even to. the death 
upon the cross. We must not ask, with? 
Nicodemus^ how can thesfe things bef We 
must not be surprised, if poor, weak, ignoratife 
creatures, as we are^ cannot comprehend the 
nature of the great Gob of Heaven. ' We 
arc equally ignorant hdw out 0^ «oul and; 
body make one mkn y and if vre were never ta^ 

• Johi^ i. I. t Xpl^n »• »V 
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b.^ievc what we do not perfeftly nnderstatic?, 
we should believe noihrng, know nothing, 
and do nothiiig. It is sufficient for us to know, 
what we arc told in the Bible, that our 
Saviour was 6od, and foroiir sakes wasmadle 
man ; that he atid the Father ape one ; and 
that all men are to honour the Son, even as 
they hooout the Father. We are told that * 
he suiFered for out salvation, rose again the 
third day, ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
at the right hand of God ; that according to 
hid promise, he sent to his disciples another 
comforter, even the spirit of tr tith, the Holy 
Ghost, who will abide with his faithful ser- 
vants for evey, and guide them info all trathj 
and that by the direiftion of our Lord him- 
^If, every Christian is to be baptised, in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost. Let las not presume to enquire fur- 
ther than God has been pleased to reveal to 
tts, or be wise above what is written; but lei 
m give glory to the Father, ta the Son, and 
to the Holy Ghdst, as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end, Amem 

But though the secret things belong to 

God, the things which are revealed belong 

to us and to our childrai; and though our 

•yes cannot see the glory of God^ yet sinned*^ 

, eour blessed Savour fbr our sak^s was pleach ^ 
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fo appear on earth as man, and to snfFer fc* 
us, we are allowed, and commanded, to look ^ 
upon him with the eye of faith, to trust in 
his merits, to observe his instruftions, and to 
imitate his example. We cannot see him as 
the apostles did, for he is again ascended to 
his father ; but wc muft attentively read and 
consider what is told us in the New Testa- 
ment. There we find a full account of the 
Jife and death of our blessed Lord, which 
should be the constant study of every Christ- 
ian ; and from thence we may colleft the fol- 
lowing particulars, among many others. 

Our Saviour Jesus Christ was pleased 
.10 be born, and to live in a state of poverty. 
Jiis youth was spent in submission to his pa- 
Tents ; and during the first thirty years of his 
life, he appears to us only as a pattern, of 
jhumility and obedience. When he after- 
wards appeared as a teacher sent from God, 
he inStrufted the ignorant, he reproved the 
guilty, he comforted the afllided. He bore 
all the insufts of his enemies with patience 
and meekness* He went about doing good. 
He was kind even to the unthankful, and 
prayed fcrt- his rtmrderers. His bitterest ene- 
mies, Jews and Gentiles, joined to attest hi« 
uprightness. "Have thou nothing to do 
with. that just man," said the wife of Pilate. 
Pilate himself declared^ "I find no fault ia 
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c^jportunity of ly^qwifigithe^cbaraaeT of, hj^ 
Master, aiejd. oUiilin;th^^4gpay[Df desRftir^.";! 
h^ve \>^tmf^d .tile, ipnoO^D^^bloD^.'*- Aq4 
xhc Rqi^si^U ceqjuriQn: wljoj ? watched at , th^ 
crossj gav^.ii^ his.i^ykknc^, '* Cerraiqly :tbi$ 
,%vas a righteous, m^n."* His delight wa? tg 
do the will of Ws f^th^r. Hp speqt whole 
aoigb^s ip prajr^r* ; He^ob'seryedthe.s^bbath- 
daiy^jaad tiie. poyic ^rvicc of the CJl^uj::c^; 
3nd -in j[,be perfc^ipance; of ^vcsry duty, tp 
•Goi3i.,a0d to tqa^^ 1^^ h^s left us an example 
tb?t wp sbopid follow hi&,st^,^ 

But he was not;on]y,t^e,b^t'qf men, bf 
w^jl; much rapre^. Hej^sj^lfB ^ pever ,iijaa 
spalce;jan4,hg^pqrfQi;9!Sjpd mirages which xxq' 
maa cowld^pfrfpfpfi,; e;?i;9EpticjG{pp were with 
him.. He r^tqr^^.-sjgbUot.heblind; he raised 
the dead}^ he §faid;to the stornji, J* Peace, be 
still/' ** What maunej::C^,iqan is this, that 
even the wiud§ ,and, the sie^^Qbeyj hira.?'*-^ 
Even the devUswei;eforQe<Jrj;o, confess,., that 
he was the Son. of th<^ Mj^jsj ;High God. In 
him were fulfilled all the ancient, prophecies. 
We may read these prophecies in. the Old 
Testament, and. their wonderful accomplish- 
mept in the Ne\y ;. and w^" shall, see that they 
can be..qppliecl to. no other person who ever 
appeared in the world. Jesus Christ was;: 

♦ Bishop Home's Sermon^. * j;^att.A^iii. 27* 
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himself the greaffest of prophm. Me forctbld 
that Judas8hoa]dbetray,andtbatPetet* should 
deny him* He foretold the time and the 
ittanner of his death, and his 'glorious rfesur- 
reAion. He foretold the destruAioin of Je- 
rusalem, and pointed out the lithe, by circum- 
stances which enabled ail the Christians ta 
escape from the punishment prepared fc^ 
them who uttered at his crucifixion those 
(^eadftif words, " His blood be oii us and oft 
oup children.*** These and many other pro- 
phecies, extending even to the end of tht 
world, have, in every age, proved the divinky 
of Chrisi* itcnd they Wfll continue to do so^ 
till the last «haU be fulfilled, when his mur- 
derers shall see tHe^'^oh^^ of Mau sitting oa 
the right htad^f Power, and coming in the 
clouds of heaven. To crown every othef 
proof of divmity , he rose from the grave,^ 
aiad ascended into heaven. Can any maa 
consider these things, and not cry out with thd 
centurion, " Trufy thiswastheSonof GoD?'*t 
But we have higher witness than that of 
man ; the voice of God himself proclaimed 
from heaven, " This is my beloved Son, iii 
whom I am well pleased. Hear ye him/'§ 
There is still' another light in which our 
Lord Jesus Christ is revealed to us j there 

* Matt. xxTii. a^. 
Matt, xxvii. 5'4^ § Matt, x^i. 5^ ^ 
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is ahotheif diarafl^^.ia whkh he eommati^ 
allourvcnaiatipnigratiradev and love. ' Tho* 
he ivas)borD ia a stable, and laid in a mangcir, 
a choir of ' angels ittendcd to proclaim his 
birth ; and they did it in these consoling words: 
'* Behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people ; for unto yott 
is born this day a Saviour, which is, Christ 
the Lord."* The holy child Jesus shaH 
not only be the best of men, a teacher sent 
from God, nay, the Son of Goi> himself ;-i 
great and glorious as these characters are, 
they offer no hope » to sinfnl man f — but he 
shall be a Saviour. He shall die for our 
sins ; he shall reconcile us to God ; he sbaU 
take away the hand- writing that isagafinst us", 
nailing it to his cross ; he sh<ril bring^life and 
immortality to light ; he shall gurde us by his 
spirit, and after death he sh«ll receive us into 
glory. These are indeed glad tidings to every 
son of fallen Adam ; and cold and insensible 
must that heart be, which does not join in 
the triumphant song of the angels, '* Glory 
to God in tjie highest, and on earth peace, 
good-will towards raen.^f 

This, my bi'ethren, is the great, -the distin* 

guishing doctrine of the Gospel ; this is the 

corner-stone of Christianity. ^* Behold the 

Lamb of God, who jaketh away the sin of 

♦ Luke in 19, iii t I-ukc ii. 14.; 
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Ae world ;*' piit all your trust In him*; look 
tiDto him and be saved, all ye.enda of the 
earth. " As in Adam all die,'So inCHRisT 
shall all bemade alive. Christ is riseDfrom 
the dead, the first-fruits of them that sleep/' 
The great captain of our salvation has over- 
come death, and opened to us the gate of 
everlasting life. He has shewed us the way 
to. heaven ; he will lead us to eternal glory. 

But let us not forget that these glorious 
promises are made only to the faithful ser- 
vants of Christ. Let us not forget that 
when our Saviour redeemed the world, he 
did it to purchase to himself a peculiar peo- 
ple, zealous of good works. He has told us 
that we must take up the cross and follow 
him. He has shewn us the path of life, &nd 
promised to assist our humble endeavours by 
his holy spirit j but he has told us, th^t strait 
is the gate, and narrow the way, and that we 
must exert our utmost powers to enter into it. 

It shall be my endeavour, by the blessing 
of Goi>, to explain to youthe particular duties 
which we are commanded to perform, and to 
enforce them by the example of our blessed 
Saviour, as pointed out to us in the New 
Tcstaineht ; at present I will only mention 
the following awful consideration, which I 
earnestly wish to impress most strongly ou 
the minds of all who hear me, Tho* Christ* 
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fenity holds out the most comfortable hopes 
of assistance to the weak, cons61ation tathe 
afflifted, and pardon to the penitent; it offers 
Ho hope while we continue in any fcndwb or 
habitual sin. ■'^'' 

Repentance, faith, and dbedifence,' afe th6 
indispensable conditions of ttie Ghtrstfan co-* 
venadt; We liiu^t believe in the Son of Goo, 
whd Jllone is afilef^fo' save ; ftot trailing^ In- 
our-OMii merits, but ifa*h!s manifold atfd 
great mercies ;• but we »iilustf add to- our' 
faith, virtue ;*and by patient continuance iti' 
well-doing, we r^ust work lOyt our own sal- 
vation with fear and trembling. 

Be not deceived, but'^attend to tfie words 
of St. Paul. *' The works of the flesh arc 
manifest, which are these, adukery, fornica- 
tion, uncleanness, lasciviousness, hatred, va- 
riance, emulation, wrath, strife, seditions, 
heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, re- 
velings, and such like ; of the which I tell 
you before, as I have told you in time past, 
that they who do such things shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God.'** O terrible 
voice of most just judgmenr, which shall be 
pronounced on all obstinate sinners } "Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire^ 
prepared for the devil and his angels. "t 

* Gal. y. 19 — ai. f Matf, xxt. 41. 
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. But they v^ho are Christ's have crucified 
4ie fi^h v^itb the affe£lioos and lusts ; they 
walk religiously in good works by the as« 
sistance of his grace ; and when they have 
finished the work which he gave .them to do, 
they. will know that their labour has not 
Ijeen i,n vain. Their Lord will return from 
a/arcoui^^y^. to demand an account of the 
ta)eot,s. hf bafj entrusted (to their care ; add 
ba|>py are those ; to whom he shall say» 
^y Well.d^ne, tbpQigoofi an4 faithful servant^ 
^tar thou jntA the joy of thy Lo^p*'** 

• Mafcxxt.ai. 
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. sr. JOHN VI. 3d. ■ : 

* 

X CAMf DOWT>^ ?I10M . HBAVRN, NOT Tfl 
DO MINE OWN WII^L, BUT, TH£ WILX^ 
rOF HIM THAT «JENT M£. , 

. •. .if: :.,'•; . • , ;.^. . /i ;j;;' ' • :• . 

MAYING A<d*avodrcd^ltO''ft^Iea from 
Holy Sc^lptftre-^bat wi a^e' pe^mhted 
t^ k!i6^ <tf ^rtrtf tiaiure and oflSice of the' Son 
o(^ GoD) <ltul <^6^id^red him as dur Creator 
srfid Rfeye^tfe^i-;' I witVnow proceed to pbint 
cOt t<^ J^b* Tirhat^e may learn frem the same' 
sacr9d^'bd63k: of his chara6lar as man, and 
AitaPfa ^-*ha€ r^peft h^ ha» teft^-te^an fexamw 
I^ thiEt'^lnfe^obid foltew bis steps; '£ven as^ 
iftiSi we inWst fellow h^ at an humble dis- 
tance* ;Nonc rfus cin sayi **' which of you 
convinceth' rfte of siW?'^^^ Nonfe of us tan go* 
ttodtogh; ^\ th^ troublcsj and perform all the 
ikitfes,^©(^iife whhootahyimperfeaionor error ;^ 
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Ani as we cannot attam to the perfeftion of 
Bis virtue, we have also some dutie&to per- 
form which cpnld n^t 'bftfefijgitp a charafter 
in which was no fault. He had no need pf 
repentance, self-exaramation, and all the hum* 
ble duties or sinful mati.-But there are many 
parts of his charafter which we can and ought 
to imitate, that we may,/oHo\|r as closely as 
possible the great example which is set before 
us; and in order to consider these more dis- 
tiiSfMy,' I wiH'Yake^ a-'9iew of hfs condbfl* 
t6*^ard8'GoD,' and towards riian. ' "' ^ 

Our Saviour* tells us in my text, that he 
came down from heaven, not to do hk own - 
wil^birt' jjie. wijl bf him that sent bim ranlt 
thhia evident tlijough ev^y part of iJislifSi 
|p hk thy^hpod, when his pareptJ>ret«rtc^ 
to Jern^alem seeing him^ and fowd him ff»j 
IJ^C itemple, he tha«addr^sed tb,em,.,'^'Wi9C: 
ye not^thcjt I toy si be about my Fathe^r'^ bcK; 
ainess^?***. J^p the course of his Iftif^istry ih(^^ 
said to his^/s0p(le$, *' My m^% is jbo rdo^jtbe 
will of Him that sent noie, and.rp ^^fipi^^h ,1^^ 
work/'l Before his death, in his la^t SQleMoi 
dedication of himself to GpD, he says, '' h 
. have finished the woric which thw gavest. 
me to. do*' J In hs agony in ibegarden,^ 
tlwugh^ lie prayed most e^nestly, i^»t if M- 

*Lukev*4f; - 
+ John if. 34» J John XYii. 4* 
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vfete posftible that cu^ fQ%bC pais (ma^ tSm/ 
be added, /' Not «iy ,wiH, bat iMm. be* 
done i''* aod baviog pj^ormed that vHl bjr 
bis dreadful ^iiSersngsw.tbe cross, having 
by hU full, f»erf<6<^D^nd dUsuffideot Sacrifice, 
taken away the: ^'p, of the world, then^aacB 
not tiJl then, he ss^p,. ^^Fhfch^r! ifato* thy^ 

TJiia, rny;^hri^uw brethren^- is, the gteat* 
ess^mpie,. which every ojneof Ji,3 is cailodrta 
follow, lath^t ffationjq which, it ^as pleased 
Cod tp place him. W^ all were aeit intd 
this world, not to dc^jiPur^.AWO will, btit the 
will of our Fath^>vhich ia in heaven.. Piety 
towarc|s^Gipig;is fhe fir^l iOiJ greatidQty,af a 
(Jhrf^tian i' ^nd the 4jffer«e«*:e betweea a good 
and a baa jijan is ith^fer^ th^t the good mah 
endeayours to do tli.fe-.wjU ^^ .Goo, the bad 
man' does his own wjlK ' Wc may sec the 
driFereuce even in thqse who are not guilt jf 
of what are called. ;g;rcat crimes; and we may 
see it ia every (Circumsfjag^e of tiffe. . The maa 
l^ho 1^, without ,GpD in the world, is con- 
itantly: engaged in the pursuit of riches, or 
pleasure,, or whatever he thinks will contri* 
bvite most to his,happiness fflcafth. . When 
fi^ rises JH the morning, Mrfeonsiders how 
he cain] In.the course of the day get most 
money, or cnjc|y most pleasure; • In his be- 

• X.ttke»cu*4a. . ^f Lukexxm.4^ 
c 
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Itts^ur^td edprmtto Wis perhaps himest». 
Wanficlie Is afraid^ of jhe laws of his coua^;- 
tf^;;|^«ad4fafi]«ed^^x4l|cQ k doe^iiot iatcrfem^ 
iij^itlf faSs oym mttef^y a goeia husband and; 
i^ut^, if iielbv« hiswife or cbiliJreDy 'and a& 
ibn^ .as th^ /4K>fitrtbiitie to his jdeasure ; ia 
mbdf snbjel^ if he have sense enpugfajo see, 
Aat it IS every maafs interest to be one. 
Stuch a nia» hfiav pftss^lirough life with a de- 
cent chara&erf ror if he be prudent, and reaj^jr 
€QD&d€|^ otif his own comfort in this worlg^ 
be. witttake care W^ his aiHtirs, he wilj ende^« 
tsour to gaia fVieads^ and he wtl} avoid, vices 
ivbich ai:& always attended with shani^e and^ 
Biiserj.; but aH this while he js^ tiot a goo(i 
mm^ because he^s^ his own wrll^ and not 
the.wiliof Oo0* When thehour of triat 
€0me&,.tWsi will be often evident tq tHe world^ 
as; it ;dways is to- thip-eye of God. If it should 
l^app^n .that tbi^ man could get some great 
s^santagie by dishonesty, in a way which did" 
not expose Wm loshawe or punishmeiTr,.whaf 
^faoiiid restrain him ftomdofngit? If sickness ' 
CUP vexation should ruffle his temper, he is no 
l(HSger the' pkrasant companioij^ the kind hqs-* 
band or fathtr. If bad CQ^npany entice Jiini 
to join jtt riot or reheHion, from which ^e 
Bxpe£fci softie advantage to hirnstlf, he is no 
longer d loyal su^jidt. In short,' whenever 
he thinJi^ i.tis)J: hi^iuterestia d^'wrong,* there 
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if reasQii to fear that he ^vilI do u, for h^ hijn 
DO principles to prevent him. And when thiC 
hour comes, \yhich must comi to all, wh^n 
the body returns to tbe.dust of which it vfis 
fprmed»ittld the spirit returns, to Qod wI^o 
gave it ; with what copfifort can that m^Q 
look back on his past life?, With what hope 
can he look forward to the judgment o/ 0e 
^reat day? ' 

' Bw thi^ good ni^n has the fear of .Goi>. 
ajways before hiis eyes, and the. love of Gpu 
always in his heart. .When he begins each; 
day, hecoasiders howhe.canbjest please Gopj 
'he resigns himself to hi^ direftion, he trusts 
in his Care, he humbly prays for his assist* 
ance, and then gofes on his way rejoicing, Ho: 
fpUows the hone$t duties of h]s §tac'on, be- 
cause God has said to every son of, Adam, 
** In the sweat of thy face tliou must eat' 
bread/'* If he he rich and prosperous in 
life, he does not consider that as a reason ^ 
why he should be» idle. He knows that to 
whotn much j> given., of him shay be raych 
required; apd heendeavoui^s todp all thQgao4 
he cap^ If he be, ppoy aijd distressed, h(^ 
knows it is. the wiU of Qqd, anUhe submits . 
wh cheerfulness^ He rewfla>be?s. th^jt- ^ii$ ! 
Sia3riour.«a«jpQ[W;„th»< A^cha^np^ \yfejjr^,tp,. 

C 2 
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lay his bead ; and he knows that the same 
Saviour is able to raise the poorest arid mean- 
est nran on earth to be the greatest in heaven. 
He is honest, though no eye behold him, For 
he knows that he cannot h* hid from the 
aght of God. He is cheerful, because his 
mind is free from the guilt of inj deliberate 
iin, and full of the hopes of immortality. He 
is kind, to all his relations and friends, not ' 
<mly to the good and gentle, but also to the 
Iroward i for bis sake who maketh his sun to 
Mime on the evil and on the good. He is 
kind even to his enetnies, after the example 
of him who prayed for hi^ murderers. He is 
loyal and faithful to his king, because the 
King of kings commands it. At the close of 
every day he considers whether he has done 
the will of G<MD, in that station to which He 
has called him. He endeavours to recoiled 
all his faults, and the humbly begs forgiveness 
through Jesus Chaist i he prays for his 
friends and relations, ana #ven for his ene- 
mies; and then in charity with all thctworld!, 
he lays him down in peace, and takes his rest. 
He sees the hand of God in every thing. In 

grospcrity, he thanks Him for the blessings 
e enjoys ; in affli^ion, he acknowledges the 
kind seventy of his Heavenly Father. Ift 
jsickness, he is humbly and patient; in death, 
jhe is resigned-and happy. Jie is found in hk 
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leather's house, the church ; and Is constant 
in all the public as well as private duties of 
religion. In every aftion of life he considers 
wliat is bis duty. He asks with St. Paul, 
•* Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ?*'* 
and when he^has finished his appo'ntcd work, 
and is called to receive the reward which has. 
been graciously promised to every good and 
faithful servant, still looking unto Jesus the 
Author and finisher of his Faith, he may with 
humble hope and pious resignation say, ** Fa- 
ther, into thy hands I commend my spirit !** 
And now, my brethren, ,let me entreat 
every one who hears me, to consider with 
himself to \vWch of these descriptions of men 
he belongs. The question is of infinite im- 
portance, for his happiness or misery in the 
next world depends upon it. All other dis- 
tin£tions must be ended by death; high and 
low, rich and poor, learned andTgnorant, all 
will then be equalj but this most important 
of all distinftions will rertiain for ever. It 
is a question which every man must a^k of 
his own conscience, and which only His own 
conscience can answer. We must not pre- 
sume to decide on the charaflers of other 
men, except as far as their words and anions 
are known to us^ God only knows their 
hearts. , It is true that a good and a bad maa 
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way m raanjrrespefts aft in the same manner* 
Both may preserve a decent appearance to 
the world ; both may eat the bread of honest 
iqdustry, and appear to lead a harmless life, 
and yet their hearts may be very different j 
but He only who knows the heart, can tell 
ihis : we must always be careful to guard 
against uncharitable suspicions, for charity 
thinketh no evih If our neighbour live m 
open negleft of his dutits to God and man, 
^le ought to express our dislike of such coh- 
4uft ; but when he appears to aft rightly, 
we should not allow ourselves to suspeft his 
motives, without very good reason for doing 
so. But in your own case, you cadtiot b^ 
too watcliful, or too suspicious ; and in order 
to know the real state of your soute, tet me 
earnestly recommend to you a duty which h 
too much neglefted by many who call tbciii- 
;ire]ve^ Chrisi^ains, — the duty of selfexaniina* 
tion. Every Christian, before he goes to 
rest, should consider how he has spent this 
d^y, and ask himself such questions as these* 
Did I iU the morning offer up my prayers to 
God ? Have I done my duty in the station ta 
which He is pleased to call me? Have I been 
■honest, industrious, temperate, patient ? Have 
I been kind to my relations and friends, and. 
made them as happy as I could ? Have I done 
any injury to aijy body? 'Have I done any 
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rfoodtobByboajr? xypon tbcyhble,<»al 
give a gobd ^account of thfe diiy, wteii-Fsm&€ 
t*fofe thejljdgmerit-sfeat of Ghxist:^? OrSf 
4j;hf i^ian bi^^thr^, cdnsidier the iAi^rta4^«1s 
itf thebeqtfSMidnfs, and jii'dge^y^tifsWh^s; Att 
y6a ya^ Hot be judged b( \he t»Rl3. » If 
•y^EHir'tieart <k)ii^a ybl>, hatotily. on fMt 

«fta)i^'9^oilr j^iiee ^ilfa Hkti-Moli^e'j^ti ^kef': 

)ie%il(fetst«e,4fVteiliFiir^ej^!* Thediftjr 

^#l^ha <)ftoM^ t^comtftei^y'maf Apl)^^^ 

r6'tlRMev^b have 'fieyer f)hiftfeld it; bot 

those ^bo1ai« octufi^omed to perfonti It, know 

the conlfort ft aflferda. Thtf knbw, that by 

'iboS '^tfti^kitly dttihding to the state of theit 

^ttvlli^ the)^ iete (prevented frMi cc^tinuifyg ib 

^ify bsibit df sTn; skM they knd^ with ^^^b A 

^lif#eec (kht}atllity a^ood man retires to reisf, 

at peace with all the worldj'with himself, antt 

with his Goo ; and when sicknesfs weakens 

-the mind, and deatii approaches, they will 

know how ddightful \l is tb feel that theft: 

iccouirts are always teady, and that theyarfe 

of the nuihber of those faithful servants, 

whom thetr Lord, when' he cometh, shidl 

iind watching. 

"W-hai 1 recommend to eVery Ghrist'rtfti 
jnay be^done in a very shott time, When tftte- 
'has made it easy. A man who^isracitfrtortied^ 
*to wattrli xJvet himscJf^'wa! find nd -difficulty 
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|n TipC9Jte^4ng ^ how life htis rpa|s$4 j^he : day:, 
g^d \yh^t he.h^B dona aipjss. >* ;But in, order 
^Q mak^ a right ju^g«ncnt of pi^r a^^ions, we 
jnust be car^Jn^l always to^comps^r^ i;^na with 
<he, law" oiF God.. We are too rapt to/^^c par- 
tial 11} Judging of oursehes, and ohje; -©f pi^r 
most dapgeroijs errors is^ th;^)t ip5teai^.irf <;pn^- 
^paringJQur aftiot^ with pu^j4^ty, Wd^^g^piayfe 
dierti with the aftipnp pf other naen^ and try 
to quiet ourcoosciepc;/^byrfi;Lncym^tha|i;pthers 
4Ee..Wor$e than . ouraelves. . ;Tlxis.)4Siai iiiQSl 
dangerou* error ♦ Consjd^rojily.yQi^pwn 
duty^ and.hpw youhave pfirforjn^dit. If 
you have not dope the very, fe^f tfej^t . ypp 
coul4f frame no vain excujw^ and hpp^prfip 
xindu.tgeDce ^^hite you cpotiop^-i? fin;} btit^^P 
*yp^r , knees. cQqfess ypur; f'^\^h, to'GrpD, and 
-bunibly iiTipl9rie,;hi8 .pai^dpiu; throiigh Jes^us 
;ChrisT4 and .wht?ii you r^6 the^n^xt. day^ 
rtcolk<5t what you have;d.one amiss^ and- try 
to b^ more careful. ; Wh]k wf are^ in this 
state of trial, the best men wiilalifays.di^- 
.cpver imper(e<5lion«un their condu^g*and wijl 
always know and feel that, they must d^epd 
for mercy on the merits of Christj and not 
on their own; but if any man will constantly 
;|BKamine hk own condu'ft^ ^vtf^ P'ght, with 
»ttue Christian huixiility ; if he willcop^iantly 
, ask Goo's pardon for what hp has done. 
^amisS| f nd hi$ assistance during i]K remainder 



d by Google 



[ S3 ] 

of his life ; it is, I think, impossible, that sudi 
a man should not grow Tviser and betW y it 
is, I think, impossible, that he should con- 
tinue in any known sin ; and it is, I hope 
and believe, impossible, that he should not 
at last find mercy from our gracious God, 
through the merits and meditaion of JesuS 
Christ ; to whom, with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost, be glory and praise for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
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SEKMON it: 



ST. MATTHEW HI it. 



tH£N COMBTH JESUS FROM OALILEJB TO- 
JORDAN UNTO JOHK TO JBX BAPTI;^D 
OF HIM* 

THAT constant regard to the will of God 
which was the subjed of my last dis- 
course, willshew itself in obedience to his 
commands of every kind, and make us dili- 
gent in the performance of every duty,' to 
Got) and to our neighbour. 

Our duty to God requires that we should 
not only pay Him the hidden worship of the 
heart, but also that we should observe all the 
ordinances of religion which He has appoint^^ 
ed. We must not only serve Him m our 
closets by prayer and self-examination,- but 
we must also, in obedfence to his commauds, 
attend the pu)>lic worship of his church } we 
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most feoetffe tbe ^aeraiMnts whifli He lias 
ordaibcd, observe his sabbaths, hckioijr his 
-holy oaimr and Word, an4p9iblidy aslitreH as 
iprivatefy'sheW thsK we arie hfs disciples; and 
k this our i^aviour has. been pleated to be 
jour pattern, as weH^s. our insttu^Slkx'*; Erom 
his example we l^m ihe jQost M«lted.^pi^(7. 
He pray^ earnestly ; be lifas coQsiaot in his 
atte^neeon pul>)ic i«wship,'ahd in thei^b- 
-servailce of this '^bbaUi4 -sukI 6c. Mattfaeir 
iofoifms ns^ in my text .that he. ^ab bapttaed. 
ft« Though he tim a csonyiifet Iravned be 
ob€!ii€lioe^^%^ 4ind.')ihiN%h'be7kni^ nbxm^ 
ftt f(»r bnrralies be-oobde^^eaded to leaire aa 
ekampfe^f submission Ho.dvieryordinanoetif 
Gob, by using theap|)oiated'ineaiisQfpari« 
femtoa k the sacira»enti6f faaptiam* ; <"! ^ 
it to be so/' taid oiic.iiQftD ti^.St. Jbhi tl]» 
Bs^l&t^ ^^£q^ tbubdt becotnefhrn to fulfilaJt 
^f^^^eouysnesis/' t ^^h>this^gr^ exaiaple 
>aHi^«befcHre our gres» Ipnspbse'tocoristtlcr 
^ihe pufaKc dioiies. appointed in tbeXhr^nn 
divdi,ta«]q>lamiheiiatii^er^^ 
>M4:to; eo&irG^ihp doty .Qf.dbed]eDoe.lc^all. 
'^-jor4iQafi^e$;Qf:iheiLoiil]>«{ ' '. ; u 

fm d^nttueisber the rcKtmot rnkkh % tfoe 
ttafdietdtitrck of^ C«Ri3S!,<rttild tothe >«p- 
|i9iadB(| iQ^niitci^!of .^Ijgpspel; >aj»l let me. 
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tmmMfenvttM jroki not to folfow stfange 
teiacheris. Many of them may be gdod* men, 
zndthidpe they^^ieso; but let tbem nor lead 
yoafrom theadppcrintedphce of worship, atid 
the appointed ifiinister, to whom^CirRi^Thas 
given authoriry to watch over yoor souia* 
We are tM ^at^ eved cut Saviour took iidt 
this honour on himself, but was called of Gtm. 
-We are told that before his death he laid bis 
hands on bis aposttds^ and ap|»ointed tbem ta 
« preadi ind- bspiite in JsrS'imme. c We know 
^hat those apostlefii appointed oihersf;^aiid-eveti 
to-thin day ei^y maifi who is to ^pesdc- tnthe 
iiierai^of GHRtsT, and to^dmibisterhfs^saer^- 
meots, ought to be fawfuHy ordained" by the 
bishops^ of Christ's chorch. These are 
•^kepherdn whom Christ lias comtnanded tt> 
£eed btsAxk; and^no^snan ought to take 
^S honour to htmselfw ^tdergynnaeii^be^dce 
tb^^re 'allowed toi^mi-cise this holy office^ 
ate instru^ed in the rdligion which God ha$ 
sievealed^ andxaire is taken that they shouki 
,be properly qaaiitoi to teach pthos^tTh^ 
aie itbe kwfdl itiiniaters of C^Ri!si^ ; cth^ sa? 
craments whichtbeyadoUrtbtcv^tas^ given b^ 
fais authority ; the pn^iers/ wtuch. riiey &ad^ 
are ibi appoioted servic^iof the church ; and 
the humble Christiaii who joins with th^m^b 
worship, does bis dnty, and .has every j»asoD 
to hoj^fof aU the b^efits proon^ed by our 
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Saviour tq. Ms, church^ If the. Mf moo he not 

always so, edifying as it migbt be, let him 

charitably exou&e the defeats of his teachers^ 

land n^er forget the respeft that is due. to 

tlxeir dmcef - The sermon |is pot tlie UK>8t ipfv* 

pprtaot p^rt of the servicen though it, i$ muclx 

to be ^ wi^h^^d that it should always be such 

*as wjght, be n[io$f fpr the benefit of those who 

'bear it. The most importaqt part is joining 

ig public prayer and thanksgiving to God, 

,a^ hearing hi$ word, in .the place and the 

!T\anQer. which our church dirc^s, and qodfir 

tbejiuthority pf a minister who is lawfully 

' qual^f^d to adn^inister the.sacraqpents which 

^Christ has ordained. If we leave the 

' cWc^ and are led by idle curiosity to lislea 

to tnose who iptfude into another man^s fold, 

we know not iato .what errors we may be led^ 

WiB cannot b^cejrtaia ihat^ wi? shall bear th^ 

true,^o<5rine of ihe,church;; we.caauot beocp< 

tain that we shall liqar prayers in wHict wc 

ought to join ; and even if the preacher should 

be1t)etter qualified to.' iqstrijift jou than yput* 

"own I rnini^terj/stiil we are^commn^ded ^tp 

fisten io thos^ who are .apppmte^ to mkoyer 

' us,a»d shun tho]^;wh6 i^ake.diyisipns ia the 

church. All'such divisions shouldW avoided. 

^* There is one body/* the church, ^* and one 

spirit, even as ye are ipalled ia one hopa q£ 

' your calling j ,one Lord, one fajiih, one bap^ 
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tlsra, one God and father of sH, who Is 
above all^.afid through all, and in you all/** 

I proceed now to consider those public du-. 

ties of our church, which no Christian oogkt 

to negleft; and the first which our religion 

^requires istbat wbichismentfipried in my text. 

We all become members of Cki^isT's church 

' by baptism. This sacrament has alway sf b^di 

/the distingui^ing mark of Christians.; iamd 

•it 18 particularly ordained by *ur Sa?JciUr 

Chu 1ST himself; for m his last sotertn chaise 

toliis^apostlesrhe says, *' Go yfe ihto all the 

• world, and preach thegosjjel tqev^J-'jr creature, 

baprizteg them in the name oF the Father, 

and the Son, and the Holjr Ghost/'f Jfa 

lobedJence to this command, we find Ac a{5o$» 

ties constantly exhorting all their hdarcr^ to 

Tepent and be tepti^fed ; and the prtidicelof 

the charch hath been at all timei the same. 

This - sacrament is the appointed means to 

"Cleanse Qs from the guilt of original sis, to 

make us again children df.Gopy and heirs df 

the kin^gdom of heavfcn. ' In it ^e renoujbce 

ilbe devil and all his works, We profess ^r 

belief In all tht articles df^theChf istian faft'h, 

and we promise to observie. God*s hdly wfll 

and cotntnatndmoenrs alt the day^s of our iive$* 

We who have the happitfess to be bwa 
in a<nxri8tian country, arel^aptized when We 
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m too fbarsg to know mj tkiDgof tlie tmtwe 
*aiid use of thas sacred oitiitiaoce; and too 

many who are called Cbristiatis pass their 
: Ibrw without ever serbusty considering it. I 

earnestly recommend to every person to read 

with attention the form of baptism in our Book 

of Coimnoii Piayer^ and to consider the so* 

lemn pronuse which was madeiahriB namo. 
.' A christening is too often considered only as 

a. feast, an occasion of mirch^ and pei4iaps 

men of intemperance. It is indeed a season 
' ofitigoicingy faoitwe should rejoiceiikeClvisc- 

'jaoa. Tl^ paieitts, whom Oqd haa-^feli 
.iwlth^a child, have reason to rejoice and:t6 
n^praise Hira; their neighbours and friends 
^ahodd Ji^oioe wjch them ; tint ^tll tliey 

^hMdd remember the importance of that dntjr 
i ^fov w&ich they are taUed together. To lik 

parents God has coonnitt^ tlie oare oF a 
c cveatsre fiaraied to live for ever, in bappiwss 
i' orin misary^ to them He, ku gtteo the ifti* 
1 psrtant thai^jof instruAingthat ^ild in his 

doty^ of setting him a good e)iample, Itnil 
' gei]^ leadii^ Urn mtbe paths of reKgkH^iiid 

virtue. When they see thar^hild dedii^ted 
' :io the service of God ul baptiMn, iet- tfaetn 

serioBsly Tefloft on the importadce'of •the tai^ 
niwfakii th^liave to perform^ To the god- 
-' fathers and ^god^mothers the minister gives ^ 

cku^e MflMsblhqr too ofl^ieAtm^ negleA; 
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but I wish them to consider that they mast 
answer for that negleft at the day of judg- 
ment. In the presence of God they have 
made a solemn promise, which binds them to 
jiee that the child be taught his duty toGop; 
and if the parents negied this, the god* 
fathers and god-mothers are bound to per- 
form it to the best of their abilities. On this ^ 
account it is to be wished that those who 
answer for the child should be relations, 
neighbours, or friends of the parents; w^ 
may have it in their power to pay some at- 
'tefllion to the child, in case of the neglefi or 
the death of those who ought to perform this 
duty» To all who may be present on this 
awful occasion J I beg leave, to address: myself 
as to Christians who.are assembled, not merely 
ta a family meeting and a.ieast, but to dedi*- 
cate a new-bocn in£uit to the God who made, 
. and . to the Sa^viour who redeemed it. If they 
consider this ask deserves, they will perceive 
that there is not a more .interesting or zSed* 
fsg sight thaa baptbm^* When we see a 
human bciuig,. wiih his eye just opening on the 
.worlds present^ free^rom'adual guilt befbve 
; the Gqq who created it, dedicated to. the 
: Saviour, without whose redeemrag love it 
had bettei;.neYer have been bom, receiving 
jxk so solemn A manner the privileges of the 
* See Medi(Ati(tos of a HdchsK* 
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ful servatit of Chjust; every person, wljp 
isVapatle <^f refjefiion, thmks, at the sapa^^ 
tinfe, of the difficuhics which that Jiarmles'$ 
infant must meet wich in its passage through 
this wicked world. When we foll9w a pip«5 
and virfuous friend to the grave, however we" 
may feef our ownlpss, ^ ought to rejoice at 
the llles^ed change whicji tie has experienced. ' 
Sin' and misery nave no more po\^er over* 
him J ^e can never more* be exposed' to teppt- 
atloiii or lose the favour of ' liis Gob. His 
tnal IS pasY, and he is for ever happyl ^But 
twh'eA wife look at the infan^|'who is jU§c' enter- 
ing bn "this state of "trFat, m 'which' he ^dst^ 
^meet 'ynjtj.tnany'temp^^ .as well as, many 
sorrdw^^'/apd on which TiJs' eternal happiness 
or, tnisery depends, surely we shall rejoice with 
.trcmiifing^ • Every pious heart Sivill share t^*e ' 
feelings ofa'Christiah parent, and jom in ear- 
ne$t'.prayer to God for him who cannot as yet ' 
pray for himself; cbmmittingthe littlp infant tp 
the prptC(?lion ofthat Saviour whoWsoldier lie 
now is, with whose cross he has been sigiied, 
and whose example he is bound to follow, ' : 
To give the Christian an oppoftuni'ty of 
professing his determmation to believe and to 
do what .his god-fathers ahd'god-mothefs pro- 
mised in his natne, and to obtain for him, by ^ 
the prayer of the Bishop, the assistaftce of the 
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Hoty Spirit, ixjcther cereitiony is appointed m 
thechurch, which is called Confitmatioo. Thia 
taored ordinance is often shatnefuUynegleded 
amongst ns; but the first ChHstiani consN 
dered it ac a necessary pai'tof baptism ; and 
if ought certainly to be observed by isyery p^- 
son who haes an c^portuuity of being pre* 
istmed for that purpose to thie Bishop. Every 
young person should be taught the principles^ 
of the Christian religion, a^ expl^aimed tn otd: 
excellent Catechism; ^ndwheti he:isdiily^n-» 
slble of the necesfsity of a Redeemer, and the 
gtatltude Tft^ich we Ought to feel to bur ble&. 
sed Saviour ; wbeli he nai learnt his duty, and 
is fully resolved, by the assistance 6^ tSiyot 
igrace, to perform it; he should publiclywo. 
fess this j-etolution by being confirmed. ITie 
Bishop, as head of thechurch under CukisT, 
^and a Aing by his authority, then lays liis 
hand on him, and offers up a solemn prayer, 
that the Holy Spirit may assist the young 
Christian to perform the promise he has just 
made. Without the assistance of the Holy 
Spirit we can do nothing; but we must not 
expeft that assistance, unless we use the 
means which God has appointed to obtain it;, 
and tliost means are, devout ^nd earnest pray- 
er, confirn ation, and receiving the holy coiii- 
m union ; ot which last I hope to speak mbi^e 
fully in my next discourse. 'But hchrd^l 
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condude the stibjeft of our mediation at prfc* 
^t, let me remind all parents, that it is tfaeit 
^ty to see that their children ate prbptttf 
inrtruftetf and prepared for tonfirmaiidn ; and 
if they negleft this, or if God be pleased tb 
calttbem to himself before they can pelforAi 
Tf, the schreties df the chltd should endeavodt 
Id fbl€l the promise they made at bis baptism, 
' Those who are not themselves suffid^ntfy 
jnstrii£l€d to teach thm chiklrtn, should make 
use of every proper assistance wWch they* cah 
^ocure. Every pious ininister would w»h to 
assf^t t&eiri ; and in many parishels tbe^e ails 
Snnday-Schools, where d^iWren may learnt hirir 
duty. By constant attendance at church, iinM 
a mibit of attefitfvely listening to the LessoEHs 
Und to the sermon, they trtay learn a grerft 
deal ; find mdeed it isliardly possible, that h 
this couiirry any person should be ignorailt of 
Bis duty, except it be his own -fault. Gob 
w?l} never require more than we are able tb 
do J and at the day of judgment h will ndt 
be asked whether wd were learned, but whe- 
ther we were humble, pious, and virtuoui 
But God does require us to do all that we 
can. We must use every means of idstruft- 
ion, for ourselves and for our children, with 
which He has blessed us. We must diligently 
attend to our teachers ; we must try to re- 
member what we hear, and we must pradise^ 
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/wbat weiearo. Most of us, 1 am afraid, 
know more of our duty than we choose to 
perforin ; but none of us must hope that igno* 
ranee will be an excuse, till we have takea all 
possible pains to be informed of our duty, and 
have constantly endeavoured to perform it. 
Our Lord gives to some ten talents, to some 
five, and to others only one. To whom much 
is gives, of him shall be much required; but 
if he who has <^ly one talent make no use 
;(^]t, be must expe^l the dreadful sentence, 
^^ Castle the unprofitable servant into outer 
. darkness, there shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teetb.^** Consider this, 1 beseech you 
every one. ' Whether we be rich or poor, old 
or young, learned or ignorant, we have all 
much to do. All roust work the work of 
,GoD. All must endeavour to know bis will, 
and to perform it to the utmost of their 
power. All must humbly entreat his pardon, 
when they fail in their duty; and all must 
beg tlie assistance of his Holy Spirit to enable 
them to perform it. In order lo obtain ti.at 
assistance, all must attend the public worship 
of the church. They who have children, 
must bring them to be baptized and confirmed. 
All must observe the duties of the Lqrd*s day, 
and gladly embrace every opportunity of re- 
ceiving the holy satrament. And may all. to 
" • Matt. XXV, 30. 
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vihom God has given the inestimable bfessihg 
of being born \n»a C^Utianconntiy^ and edu« 
cated by pious parents, remember bow much 
they owe to those who teach them their duty, 
and point out to them the ivay to eternal life. 
May all young persons frequently refled oa 
the promises m^ for them in baptism, and 
on the blessings which they may receive from 
the Christian covenant* May they reikiember 
their Creator in the days of their youth; and 
then He will not forget them when the evil 
days cooKe, and the years in which there isIdo 
pleasure ; He will not forsake them whea 
they are grey-Headed. May they never fprget 
that they yrere signed with the cross in bap* 
tism, that they may fight manfully undar 
the banner of Ch<rist, .against the rworld^ 
the flesh, and the devil. May they neva: 
forget the rows which were made for them 
hj their sureties in baptism, and renewed by 
themselves .in confirmation ; but through- 
every part oiF their lives, in youth and in age». 
as children^ as men, as husbands, as fathers, 
may they always a£l as Christians.. May thia 
title be their highest glory ; may it raise them 
above this world, and make them constantlyt 
endeavour to follow ihe example of Him, by,. 
Whose name they are called ; to whom, with; 
the Father and the Holy Ghost, be glory 
low and for ever. ' Amen* 
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j^b HB TOOK BREAD, AKD QAV^^ THAKMa 

' AND BflSLApCE if, AND GATE UNTO T^iENf^ 

' SAYING, THIS IS MT BODY WHICH I*. 

'^ oi Yen FOR TOO J this Do.iK RRMBWr 

''■' BHANCS OF ^E. \ ^ 

WE are toU by the blcsse(f apoatte StV 
John, that " wlien Jesu§ TcmcMr. that 
^Bis. hour was come that he should depart oi;t 
"^of this world unto the Father, having lovecj 
his own which were in the world, heloyed 
them unto the end.*' The evening j>cfb,rc 
bis d^th was speht with his chosen friends, 
ift a, manner virbich it seems imj)ossibJe they 
shpuld ever forget. He confirms their faitl^ 
hie instrujfts theih ifi their duty, b^ promise^: 
them another comforter to abid^ with them 
ftr ever. He strengthens thepi to m^^t tho 
trials and persecutions to wbiQh.tbay mu^X 
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MM^ be eqxMed; and he \Aii them be oP 
Mod chosr^ for fae faadowcoone the world; 
lle.e^iiorts them to love ontaaother, as he 
liad loved them; and he xxMnqends cben t6 
fbe care and fNrotedioii of hia^ heavenly Fa* 
ther, lA dbe admirabte prater wfaich yoa may 
Utadiii the sevi^teenth dvipter of 8r..Joho^a 
^ospd. It. \Ba8 at that inccimtiag moneot, 
V9<heii he was offering himself as x sacrifice oa 
tbf iaws;fi9r th^ sin »of the worlds when he 
liqia iaunedtately to suScr a most paiofBl and 
qrud deaths it wasiat that awful periody that 
QwJSayiQor instituted theholy Commuoioa. 
^'^ Abd be toc^'b»ad) and qgfav^ tbaaks^ and 
brake it, and gave unto tnem, saying, l%i# 
ijfjiiybQi^^ whifibisgin&fiM: yoii; tbis^do 
in r^n^embrancerOff !me. And be^took the cilfl^ 
and gjsiye tlbanios^ and gaveit tbem^ saying, 
Drink ye alLof it, for thi» is my blood c^ th^ 
Jl^i^m. Tk^tafo&^t, which is shed fpr many, fpr 
the remission « of stns.^* This, was the lasi 
^mmaod.of our dying Mastery and if no b^ 
Hffit to jDttr$din»: were to be expeAed fkmfr 
thepetfbrai^ce of this duty, still it might 
l^e been . ^t^bsed ifnpqssible, that adf 
Chrisdaii oould QegisAitO"gi«e'this - jffoof ct 
obedience to his JSavioarvIwJttdeemev^ an4 
hnt Gi^Mpu &. i^ere ^oae anKongst^us^ who^ 
Jlm^jng>68eiired^SHdi^,acp^^ d^tni^ 

'patettboK £niuil4xoidd^fMSAWyj^ 
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form it ?^ .And yet I fear there ait niaojf xiAnet 
call.tbemaelvn Ghriscians, s^d tt^ba yet' K^; 
ao^ ;dieiwithtHit ever o&k*kig to thdrcritdfied 
Master this^ appomted testimony ofgratttide 
and love# • The reason of this strange and' 
shswefui oeglelbitf stich an easy^cbiMisoid,' 
ifaf'thote^iGiDivhoni better thingfiuitfiit b^ 
hcipad) ifi eommoiily same mistaken not(0& og 
t^iS'Mly ^Wament^. an^ in order to remover 
su^hc miatjs^s^ 1 isnll layrbefofeydo; trbat^t^ 
believe to4>e the doflriBe of scripture^ tt^ 
a^por k^hurchy on this subje£^. That 1 may 
1^ tbe betl^er utider&food, I ivill endeavoiar, 
; Fir^ii' to 'CxpVm^he nature bftbis saarav 
rm*./ /■• (• .' : ci- - ^"'^! 

< 3i9Ctyi4Iy,ito'ahsrwer^oine objetfUods^Wbichi 
^ve h^n made dn.fbis'SnE^dv . « 

Thiklly, to shew 'the.advaiit^e <o be bx* 
peded fpom frequent comnti union. ' ^ 

Aod I^stly^ to|i(»bt out thie |>mper maimer^ 
(^:per£ormiirgitbi3 sadredrduty. ; ' " -i •: 

. .|q order to uiider$tabd the oalttnre ami 
ipea^ipg of, this holy sacrament^ vfc ^should 
eoosider^ thjx sacrifices of some kind or ctha? 
t^ve alwuys been appointed to be oi&red up 
to Go^ as a testimony of oar obedience and 
gratiti^e ^^iihn, as ar representation of the 
S^eat aa€rt£ce<kf Christ u|ion the cross, and 
as the meaos of <oiweyiag.to the true believep 
the Ixspei^ <<ifth&t sacrifice which was. ofiere4 
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for the sin.of the whole world. Such w«* 
the sacrifices offered by Abel, by Noah, by 
Abraham, and by all the faithful from the 
beginniiig of the wprld ; and such'^ware tbt 
sacrifices which God ordained in the law of 
Moses. We every wh^e find that .somethmg 
is required on our part, in order ta our receU 
ving the benefits, which God is gracioiasly 
pleaded to bestow upon us. When our Uessed 
Saviour had fulfilled the law, and introdaced 
a new and more perfeft dispensatbn, the cere- 
monies which Moses had appointed vf^re set 
aside; and instead ofull the di^reat sacrifices 
which had been required of the children of 
Israel, our Lord was pleased to ordaia&is 
testimony of our love and obedience; and we 
are told by St. Paul that as often as we eat 
this bread and drink this cup, we do shew the 
Lord's death till become. This sacrament 
i3 appointed not only to Keep up the remem* 
France of Christ in our minds, but, that by 
it we may plead before God the merits of his 
death as the foundation of all our hopes of 
pardon and acceptance j and by it, when we 
perform this duty with Christian faiih,. we 
shall be made partakers of the benefits of that 
great sacrifice, which our Saviour oflFered for 
the sin of the world. The bread and the 
wine are appointed to represent to us the body 
amd blood of Christ, and to communicate 
d 
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(he benefit of his death to every faitt^ul 
Christian. £y partaking of this sacratnent . 
our souls are strengthened and refreshed, as 
our bodies are by bread and wine* It is the 
appointed means of conveying to us pardon 
and ^race. In this sacrament, more than in 
any other ceremony of our religion, we seem 
to be brought near to our gracious and re- 
conciled God ; we enter into his courts, we 
are admitted to his table, though unworthy 
even to gather up the crumbs that fall from 
thence. There we are allowed and com- 
manded to hope and to pray for pardon 
through the merits and for the sake of our 
aucified Saviour; and there we receive the 
assistance of his grace, which will guard us 
against sin, will support us in every trial, will 
guide our feet into the way of peace, and at 
last will lead us to heaven. 

But if such be the nature of this blessed 
sacrament, let us enquire, secondly, what ob* 
je^lions can be made against an institution so 
full of comfort and advantage to all sincere 
Christians ; and how it happens that any of 
those who are called, refuse to come to the 
supper of their Lord. It is not extraordinary 
that those who neither believe in Christ, nor 
obey his laws, should refuse to enter into his 
presence, and be afraid to approach his table. 
They may indeed be afraid even to think of 
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his death, while by their smsiheycrncifjr him 
afresh, and put him , to 'open shame. But I 
wish to adifresst myself to those who sincerely 
bdieve the gospel, and hope for salvation 
only by the nierSltfc of Christ j but who yet 
-negiefl: to perform tb^ his last command. I 
believe it will generally be found that this 
negied): is owing either to the want of a just 
sense of the importance of this duty, or to 
fears and scruples which are sometimes: occa* 
sioned by a p^ssage^ in St. Paul's Epistle to 
the Corinthians. 

To those who stay away for intrant of suffici- 
ently considering the importance of the duty, 
1 must speak in the languageof deserved re* 
proof. I must ask, if any man who odb 
Jiimself a Chcistiani) can forget the last request 
of bis dying Master ; if he can presume to 
disobey his lastcomiiiand? Have you no gra* 
titude to ^uch a frieodf Have you no love for 
bim who died for youi? Have you no sins for 
\7hich you ought to ask forgiveness? Have 
you no need of grace . to assist your feeble 
endeavourjS) in. the path of virtue ? . Whoever 
thou art who doat presume to hope for sal^ 
vatioQ thrcj^ugh Christ, and yet dost live 
in constant disobedience to his positive com-i 
maud, I charge thee to consider the danger 
of thy stale. The command was given by 
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Christ hkmtlf^ and. it was given to alL 
Who 'Shall dare todbobey it? :. 
virTo them who are afraid to approach the 
table o£ the Lord ham ^kwhifmhliB semtjci 
their own itafirmities; the fiSiristiam IMSnister 
would wish to speak the laognageoof conso- 
lation ; but in onier tb avoid mistaloes on this 
mportant subjed^ I will endeavour to shew 
you who those are that receive theYoiAmiu 
iiion unworthily. St* Paul certainly does^not 
•mean to exclude any »ncere Gliristian) who 
humbly endeavours to perform the -will of 
-God. Such^a man may have many faults, 
,.he may fall into many errors ; but this sacra- 
4nent is the appointed means by which ihc 
4tiay bope to receive the pardon of those 
'faults^ by wJbich he may obtain gcace to guard 
thim against those errors. . The sincere, the 
•bumble^ the; penitent Chcisciad will not be 
•*reje6t€B,^when he duly applies for these be- 
':&efitsat the sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 
Even the greatest sinner, if h^.tmly repent, 
and determine, by the grace .of God, to 
forsake his evil ivays^ may .hope, through 
faith in the merits of Chri&tV to obtain 
mercy ; for which ^ he should plead at the 
table of the Lord. 

^ut if any man indulge in the pra^ice of 
any known sin; if he be not ixtlly resolved 
to amend; if he boar^any malice against his 
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neighbour, if he lead a wicked life, and be 
not /determined to change it; — I do not advise 
that man to come to the table of the Lord; 
but I do advise and most earnestly entreat 
him to consider the danger of his state* To , 
him I say, that if he be not fit to receive the 
Holy Sacramenty he is not fit to die. If he 
obstinately refuse to repent and change his 
conduft, whether he does, qv docs- not, ap- 
proach the altar of Gpx) ; still the gospel gives 
him no hope of salvation. Let such a man 
tremble at the wrath of God } let him trem* 
ble at the punishments prepared for obstinate 
sinners ; let him instantly renounce and for- 
sake^ all wickedness ; let him humbly entreat 
the pardon of God j let him stedfastly resolv* 
to lead a new life ; and then let him approach 
the throne of grace, and plead for mercy at 
the altar of God^ through the merits and 
mediation of Him who died to save sinners* 
Then, " though his sins be as scarlet, th^y 
shall be white as snow, though they be red 
like crimson, they shall be -as wool.*'* Then 
he shall know that the Lord is gracious, 
long-suffering, and of great pity ; that He 
spareth when we deserve punishment, and in 
his wrath thinketh on mercy, 

I hope what 1 have now said is sufficient 
to persuade every sincere Christian, that he 
♦ Isaiah i. i8.. 
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has nothing to fear, while he humbly repents 
of his sins, and endeavours to amend his life; 
and that the judgments mentioned by St. 
Paul arc only to be dreaded by those who 
continue in any known sin ; or in other words 
that whatever should keep any man from the 
table of the Lord, must equally exclude him 
from heaven if he die without repentance. 

I proceed, thirdly^ to point out the advari- 
tages of frequei/l^ommuntofS) On this sub- 
jfeft I may appeal to the hearts of all those, 
who constantly, and with true piety, attend 
this holy sacrament. They know the comfort 
it affords in every situation of life. It is there 
the Christian applies for relief, when he is 
-ready to sink under the sense of his own 
weakness and iraperfeftion. There he learns 
that, " if any man sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the right- 
eous, and he is the propitiation for our sins.*'* 
When he is in distress or aiffliftion, there he 
hears the consoling voice of Christ, which 
calls to every child of sorrow, ** Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I \v»it give you rest/'f When he feels 
the infirmities of age, and sees the near ap. 
proach of death,- there he is taught to look- 
for support from Him who suffered and died 
for us all. Admitted to communion with 
• Jolm ii. !• t Matt. xi. a8.^ 
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God, allowed to enter into his presence, to 
eat at liis table ; he feels his faith strength- 
ened, his hope confirmed, his charity enlarged. 
He returns to the duties of life with more 
ardour; he supports its sorrows with more 
resolution. Such are the blessings, such are 
the consolations, which our Saviour offered 
to all his faithful servants, when he left with 
them his last command, '*Do this in remem- 
brance of me.** 

It only remains to consider, in the last 
place, how we may best perform this sacred 
^uty. ^* Let a. man examine himself,*' says 
St* Paul ; and our church informs us in what 
manner we ought to do this. We must look 
into the state of our hearts, and of our iives^ 
and see whether we truly repent of our for« 
mer sins, stedfastly purposing to lead a new 
life } whether we have a lively faith in God's 
mercy through Christ, with a thankful re- 
membrance of his death ; and whether we are 
in charity with all men. " In this excellent 
summary of the appeal which we are to 
make to our own consciences, every thing is 
suggested which may contribute to give coid* 
fort and encouragement to the fearful and 
anxious mind, hesitating at the recollection of 
his own infirmities; and which may tend to 
check the confidence which would press un« 
prepared into the sanctuary of God. 
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** Unsinning obedience is not, in this im- 
perfeft state, the lot of man ; and the best of 
us nmst use, and the best of us will be most 
ready to use, the lowly prayer of the pub- 
lican, ' God be merciful to me a sinner/* 
He who hath declared that he came, * not 
10 call the righteous but sinners to repent- 
ance,'t will not forbid' the penitent to ap- 
proach his table; nor is there any c}ommand« 
ment in Scripture, which denies t<>* those 
whose acknowledgment of their weakness 
and offences proves ihieir conviQion of the 
necessity of the atonement which has been 
mad^ for them, the permission to turn unta 
their - Saviour, and with hearty repentance, 
and true faith,' to commemorate this atone* 
ment. If we have sincerely searched and tried 
our ways, not as disseiublers with God, and 
find in our hearts sorrow for our past oflFerices, 
and stedfast resolutions of amendment, faith 
in God and in our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
charity tdWards oiir neighbour, 'forgiving 
their xrespasses^ and being ready to make res* 
litution to the uttermost of our power fbr 9II 
injuries done by us to any other ;^ J then we 
inay trust that ^e are not unworthy, and 
ibay with humble hope look forward to the 

• Luke xyiii. 13- t Luke v. 3*. 

t Communion Office. 
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blessings which the mercy of God has an* 
nexcd to this holy ordinance/** 

This is the preparation required, and this 
will be easy to ihosewho constantly pra£^ise 
the important duty 9f self-examination. The 
humble and pious Christian, who keeps a con- 
stant watch over his own heart, and never 
sle^s till he ii^s endeavoured to obtain the 
pardon oT.his sjp^^ should not.refuse to at^^ 
tend the. Lord's tabje^ though he may not 
have much time for preparation. Every 
man m^y be, and at all times ought to be> in 
perfeft charity with all mankind. Every man 
may find some time to pray to GoD for par* 
don, before he rgoes to the holy Communion; 
every man may attend the solemn service with 
reverence ^nd devotion, with a lively faith in 
Christ, and a thankful remembrance of his 
death : and: every man n^ay find some time to 
return thanks for the blessings he hjis just^ 
received ; and if these prayers and praises are 
offered from a sincere and humble heart, they 
will be accepted at the throne of grace. In 
every situHtion we must do the best we can. 
Those who J)ave time, should spend it in read- 
ing and meditation. Those who have not the 
^power of doing this, may at least pfFer up a 
short but fervent prayer for pardon, through 

• Sandford's LeSures on the Epistles in the Passion* 
Wwk.. . V. .. . • • V. , \ . . . . *; 
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the merits df that Saviour whose death they 
are to commemorate ; and having done tRis, 
let them approach the altar of God, trusting 
in his manifold and great mercies. 

Before I conclude this discourse^ I wish to 
say a few words to prevent a very common, 
but very dangerous mistake. Many who 
have never received the sacrament daring 
their lives, wish for it when they are dying ; 
and seem to suppose it will then be effeftual 
for their salvation. . It is a sad and most 
painful task to the minister of the gospel, to 
attend the death-bed of the hardened sinner, 
who, having rejeftcd every ofFer of mercy, 
trembles at approaching punisliment. Then 
he wishes to apply for that mercy, which he 
has so often refused, and to plead the merits 
of that Saviour whom he had despised; while 
he indulges a vain hope, that this holy Sacra- 
ment, which he always neglefted to receive 
when he was in health, will still procure ^for 
him pardon and acceptance. 

Alas ! my brethren, the gospel offers no 
such hope ; and what comfort can the mi* 
nister of Christ afford to such a man ? He 
can only exhort him to repent, and throw 
himself on the mercy of his God. He can 
only hope and pray that it may not yet be too 
late; but terrible is the state of such a persos, 
and it is not merely the ceremony of receiving 
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this holy sacrament which can afford him 
solid consolation. 

But to the good man, as this blessed sa« 
crament has been a_ support through life, so 
it will be a comfort in that trying hour when 
all human comfort fails. To him it will bring 
pardon and peace* It will enable him to 
support the pains of death, and open to his 
closing eyes the puospeft of eternal glory. I 
have witnessed many such scenes. I know 
how faith and hope can sustain the dying 
ChrWian. It is then that religion triumphs. 
It is then that we feel all its worth, It is theif 
that we know in whom we have trusted. 
Then thy faithful servant, O God ! sees hea- 
ven opened ; then he joins with Angels and 
Archangels, and the spirits of just men made 
perfeft, to laud and magnify thy glorious 
name, evermore praising. Thee, and sa^rjngj 
Holy, holyj holy. Lord God of hosts lliea^ 
van and earth are full of thy gloy. Glory 
be to thee, O Lord most High ! Amen. 
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SERMON Vh 



ST. LUKE vi. 6. 



AND IT CAME TO PASS ALSO, ON AKO* 
THER SABBATH, THAT HE ENTERED 
INTO THE SYNAGOGUE* 



IT is required of every Christian that he 
should publicly, as well as privately, glo- 
rify God, It is not enough that he pray to 
Him in secret, though it is, absolutely neces» 
sary to do so ; but he must also let his light 
shine before men, and convince them that he 
thinks it his greatest glory to be the servant 
of Christ. This is to be done by constant 
attendance on th^ublic service oj^ the church, 
by religious obs^anceof the Lord's day, 
and the rppointed feasts and fastsj by never 
taking the name of God in vain, but always 
mentioning it with the greatest reverence ; 
and by b^ing ready on all proper occasions to 
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testify openly that he is a Christian. Our blesi 
sed Lord has left m an example of all these 
duties. We are told, tliat he not only prayed 
most earnestly in private, but that on the sab- 
bath he went into the synagogue, which was 
the name given by the Jews to the place of 
public worship. We find him constant in 
his attendance there. He went up to Jerusa* 
lem to worship at the feast; and immediately 
before his death, he kept the passover with 
his disciple^. Icf every word, and in every 
a&i6n, he /night truly say to his heavenly 
Father, " I have glorified Thee on earth."* 

As the duties which I now recommend are 
attended with little difficulty, and mucbpresent 
satisfa£):ion, it is strange that any exhortation 
to the performance ofthem can be necessary. 

The great God of heaven allows us, hiS' 
poor sinful creatures, formed of the dust, and 
soon to return to dust again. He allows us to 
enter into his courts, to assemble- in his pre- 
sence, to beg his assistance and protection, 
to hear his holy word, and to Ifi^m the way 
to everlasting happiness. He calls us to unite 
in the bonds of charity, and to ask in the name 
of his blessed Son what is necessary for our- 
selves, for our friends, for our country, for 
all mankind. If we a^e happy, should we 
not wish to thank Him who giveth us alt 

• John xvii. 4. • ^ > 
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things richly to enjoy ? If we are in affliftlon, 
shouldxwe not Wish to ask his assistance and 
prote£lion ? And when He tells us thatwhere 
two or three are gathered together, there He 
is in the midst, is it possible that any serious' 
Christian should negled the as6embling of 
themselves together ? In the church we are 
allowed to consider ourselves as in the inune- 
diate presence of God. Assembled in his^ 
house, kneeling at his altar, we confess our 
sins, and receive his promise of pardon f we 
sing his praise, we hear his word, we thank 
Him for all his goodness to us, we aretaught 
our duty, and we receive his blessing. In 
the church we are all united in the bonds of 
Christian . charity. There we are taught to 
forgive, as we hope to be forgiven. There 
all the little distindions of this life are fcr- 
gotten, and we learn to love each other as 
Christ has loved us. There the rich and 
the poor kneel together, to implore that par- 
don of which all have need. There the rich 
and ihe poor look forward to that happiness 
for which all are taught to hope. There the 
sorrows of this short state of trial appear not 
worthy to be compared with the glory which 
shall be revealed. There we seem to have 
a nearer view of heaven ; while we hear from 
the minister of Christ the consding words 
of St. Paul — ^' ^ye hath xwt seen, nor ear 
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heard) nor have entered into the heart of tnan^ 
the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love Him,"* Surely every ^Christ- 
ian wiH cry out with David, " My soul hath 
a de^re afid longing t<i enter into the courts 
of the LoRD/*t Surely every Christian will 
think that he never can be sufficiently thank- 
ful for the blessing which in this happy coun- 
try is offered to all. Filled with love and' 
gratitude to God, he will go into the house 
6f the Lord, and worship. 

The appointment of one day in seven for 
the performance of this duty seems to have 
been the first of all religious institutions; for 
we read in the second chapter of Genesis, that 
"God blessed the seventh day, and sanftified 
it, because that in it He had rested from all 
his work, which God created and made ;**t 
and as all the creatures of God are bound 
to thank him for their creation, so all man- 
kind are bound to observe a sabbath-day. 
We have every reason to believe that there 
never was a time when good men did not 
dedicate one day -In seven to the duties of 
religion j and when Gob himself was pleased 
to command the observance of the seventh 
day from Mount Sinai, it is plain that He spake 
of a duty which was already known; for He 
says, " Remfembfer the' sabbath-day to keep 
* I Cot. ii. 9. t I^alm Ixxxiv. a. t Gen. ii. 3.* 
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It. holy." God W0utd not hav? required 
mep to remember what they had never been 
taught. In the Jewish church, the seventh 
(Jay w^s observed, in me^n^ry of the deli-- 
verance ovit of Egypt ; and since onr Lord 
J:JESus Christ arose froia the dead on the 
first day of the w^ek which we call Sunday, 
hisdJsciplesIiave constantly observed that day 
ii^' ipemory of a greater deliverance wrought 
fpr all mankind, when their Saviour burst 
the bonds of death, and opened to them the 
kingdom of heaven. 

To call your attention to the advantages 
vipe derive from this mcrcifal appointmeni of 
CpP> I will consider the Lord*s day, first,- 
a^ a day of rest and comfort; and secondly, 
as a day of religious improvement; and I will 
conclude with some observations on the man- 
ner in which this sacred day should be spent 
by all Christians. 

If we consider only our situation in thisi 
world, Sunday is a day of rest and comfort ^ 
and viewipg it jn this light only, it must be 
regarded as a .wise and merciful institution; 
Such is the impatience to get money, and such 
the cruelty of mankind, that thousands would 
be worn out with labour, if there were ndt 
an appointed day of restj many condemned 
to work in the mines. would never see the light 
of the sun; .many woujd n^ver kuow the com- 
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fort of cleanlin^s, of a few cheerful hours 
with thdr friends, or of a walk in the fresh 
air, afid would pass a miserable life of con«* 
ttnual hardship. But now, whatever be the 
sufferings of the other six days, Sunday wiH 
bring some relief, wherever it is observed a^ 
it .ought to be. All worldly cares being 
then laid aside, every man is at liberty to 
enjoy such pleasures as his situation affords. 
He is clean, he has time to see his family and 
ivieuds ;h& breathes thc/rcsh air-i)f the coun- 
try, which thousands can never do on axqr 
other day. He sdes the beauties of naiuEre, 
nhd the. kind looks of a friend j and be fdeh 
himself free and happy. Evien the {ioor 
beast^ have reason to rejoice in the rest which 
that day affords, and by which they, are pre^ 
vented from sinking under constant and ex^ 
ccssive labour. — ^ 

But secondly, if we consider the Lord's 
day as the season of reiigious improvement ^ 
W9 shall know* how much reason we huve 
to bless God for it. Six days we may devote 
to worldly business; many of us indeed i^na/x/ 
do so, to provide the necessaries of life; but 
the seventh is the sabbath. On ibat blessed 
day^ we are permitted to lay aside ail our 
cares; and we are taught to support all ouo 
sorrows, by fixing our thoughts on God, 
and the happiness which He has promised to. 
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all who love Him. On that blessed day we 
may worship Him in the assembly of his ser- 
vants, We may read his holy word, and we 
may sanftify the innocent pleasures of life by 
uniting them with religion. 

In order to make this sacred day more 
useful to us, allow me to make a few obser- 
vations on the proper manner of spending it* 
• The fourth commandment tdls us that we 
ttiust do no manner of work ; we mu^ lay 
aside such employments as relate only to this 
world. The business of the farm, and the 
shop, must be suspended, as welt as those 
public amusements which aie too often made 
the business of the rich. ' Indeed I wish they 
were as attentive to their duty in this parti# 
eular, as their poor neighbours ; and that diey 
would as constantly give up their journeys^ 
and their meetings for pleasure, as the shop- 
keeper does his gain, and the labourer his 
work. But though many of the rich are 
much to be blamed in this particular, I/anr 
not at present addressing myself to them ; 
and the poor are not always as obedient as 
they shouW be to the commands of Goo, 
in regard to this sacred day. Though a 
man does not open his shop, he may offend 
God, by taking that day to settle his books. 
Though a wpman does not spin, or work at 
her needle, yet if slie negleft her duty, to 
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follow any other employment, the feult is 
the same. It is the Lord's day, and to 
Him we must answer for the use we make 
of it. 

How then, it may be asked, ought the 
poor man to speol his time on Sunday? I 
will endeavour to answer this question ac- 
cording to what i^e are taught in the Bible» 
and from the practice of the best and most 
pious Christians. 

. When a- poor man rises in the morning 
da Sctnday, 'let him endeavour to turn his 
thoughts from- tlic business of othef days^ 
and fix them upon God. Let him gratefully 
acknowledgetbeblessingsof aday df rest, and' 
retfim his humble thatiks to the Giver of all' 
good gifts. Let him shew hi»-respecrfor the 
day, by making himself as dean and as de« 
cent in his appearance as his circumstances 
will permit. Every man may be clean in his 
person, and the very poorestj though only 
clmhed in rags, will still be welcome to the 
presence oF his God, if in that, as in every 
thing else, he does the best he can. The 
public service of the^ church must be attended 
by every one who is not prevented by some 
duty which obliges him to stay away. A 
sick person, must not be negiefted by those 
whose duty it is to take care of him. A 
juotlKr who has the d^rge of young chiW- 
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ren cannot leave them. -Frequently: the 
^^ervants in a family c^linot all go to diurch 
at the same time. These are lawful excuses; 
but let every one who is deprived of ,the 
happiness of serving God iq the congrega- 
,tfon, consider it as a mi$foi|pifie, to be avoided 
if possible. Let every onei who stays away, 
be sure that his reasons for $o doing .are 
such as be would not be ashamed to all^ 
at the day of judgment. Families may be 
so ordered, that every one may go to church 
by turns; and if there be any service wfaeve 
this is not allowed, I should , advise the 8er«. 
vant of Christ to leave such a master, aiid 
to seek for one iwho fears Goi>. It k ixn^, 
possible to point ^ut every particular caie; 
but if we really regard the service, of Ga0 
as our greatest happiness, if we love Him aj 
we ought to do, aod value the blessings we 
enjoy in his house, as they deserve, we $hall 
not st^y away if we <;an possibly help it. It 
is nojt a shower, of rain, it is uot a lazy with 
to lie longer in bed,.which will keep us from 
what we delight. to do. They who are not 
ip the habit of going to church, whpse hearts 
are notright befcffe God, those men know 
not the pleasures of religion j but, my brethren, 
I hope for better things from yw. O taste 
and see how gracious the Lord is; blessed 
are all they .who put their trust in. Him/ 
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When the service of the church is over, 
let the reraaindfT of the day be spent ip such 
a manner, as dot to lose the advantages we 
-have garAed. It is a joyful and a happy day. 
It is a day td enjoy innocent pleasure; but 
let it be the pleasure of a Christian. Those 
who spend the other six days in hard work, 
confined perhaps to towns, or to unwhole- 
some manufaftorres or ftiines, may with in- 
%iocencej atfd with advantage to their bpdics 
f^ttd jnitids, enjoy a walk into the country, 
breathe the fresh arr, and gain health ' and 
strength to support the labours of the week. 
Those who live in the country, may enjoy 
the company and conversation of their friends, 
they may be cheerful and happy. But if 
the love of God fill their hearts, they will 
do all to his glory. When they look at this 
beautiful "world, they will bless Him who 
made it. - When they feel the comfort of 
virtuous friendship, they will thank Him for 
Uiat greatest of blessings. Whatever is per- 
^ fe6Wy inhocent in it^ejf, and does not inter- 
fere with thd particular duties of the day, 
ftiay b^ ^njoyed with thankfulness. I hope 
it-'W^not^^cessaTy to say that gaming and 
<fxce5*sive • drinking are never innocent ; and 
^ti this[«acred day, they must be regarded ajs 
doubly sinful; One employment which our 
'Saff idW'seetris^ to have delighted to perforoi 
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on the sabbath-day, I e^iroestly recommeDd | 
to all; and that is, doing. good. This subjed 
shall be particularly tnentioiied in a future? 
discourse ; aqd I {)yill onJy observe at present, | 
that the leisure, which. Sqpdajf affords, can 
never be filled, up more delightfully than in , 
praflising the lessons we bavq. learnt at 
church and in giving to. others what jGqd 
has given to us. If a ppor sick neighbour 
cannot go to church, a kiqd friend ma} read 
the lessons or say a prayer to. him at bo0>e.; 
or may Jell him ibe text, ,and what he can ' 
recoiled of the sermon. If he is in afflidiion, 
ia kind friend may share with him the reli- 
gious consolation te has himself received. 
If he is in poverty, and that friend has nei- 
ther silver nor gold to bestow, he perhaps 
may spare him a littje of his Sunday's meal ; 
or if not, he may at least speak copifort to 
•his soul. He may tell him what he has Just 
heard of Him who for our sakes became 
poor ; who suffered more than ever man djj^; 
and who calls us to take up the cross, and 
follow Him through the sorrows of this lifp 
to the everlasting happij|;vess of the next. 
Those who have children, should speB4 
some part of the day in teaching them their 
duty, and should gladly accept every assist- 
ance that is offered by the Clergy, or by 
Sunday Schools. Those who have performed 
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these duties to the best of their power, wiH 
sit down with double pleasure to their cheer* 
fill meal, and bless God for it with a joyful 
heart. ;If there be service in the afternoon, 
they will not n^ed any exhortation to go 
there, for it will be - their delight. In the 
evenings, I would recommend, what is prac- 
tised in some places, that there should be a 
friendly society of those who fear God ; who 
may meet together, in order that some one 
of them may read the Bible, or some good 
book, to the rest; that those who cannot 
read themselves may have the comfort of 
bearing the word of God, and spending the 
evening like Christians.* This will promote 
friendship, and unfte good people to each 
other : they will enjoy cheerful and innocent 
conversation, and learn to love each other, a^ 
Christ has loved them. Such, my Christ- 
ian friends, should be the employment, such 
should be the pleasures, of the Lord's day. 
•When you spend it thus, it will be unne- 
cessary that I should remind you to thank 
God for such blessings before you sleep* 
Your evening song will be a song of thanks- 
giving. At peace with all the world, and 

• See the Bishop of Durham's Charge, in the year x 797, 

page »?. See also a very interesting account of the 

Friendly Society at Winston, in the Reports of the Society 
for bettering the Condition of the Poor, vol. ii» p. 8a. 
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viith your heavenly Father, I'ctire to rest; 
and rise refreshed, and ready to do your duty 
in the state to which God has called you» 
Then go forth to your six day§ labour, joy- 
ful, and glad of heart ; hoping for the bles- 
sing of God on your honest industry, and 
looking forward to the return of this happy 
day, when we may again enter into the courts 
of the Lord, and meet in the ^ouse of Gob 
a« friends. This happy day, which brings 
rest to the weary, instruftion to the ignorant, 
and.comfort to the afflifted. This happy day 
when every good man on earth is called to 
join with the angels in heaven, in singing, 
" Hallelujah, for the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth. ** Glory, and honour, and thanks- 
giving, and praise, be unto Him, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 



d by Google 



SERMON VIL 



ST. LUKE xiLi. 15. . ' * 

AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, WITH DESIRE 
I HAVE DESTRED TO EAT THIS PASS-» 
OVER WITH YOU, BEFORE I SUFFER.. 



i PROCEED now to consider the principal 
festivals and fasts which our church hcfs 
appointed' to be kept holy, and to point out 
the duties required of us on those sacred 
days. The example of our Lord, as well as' 
the command oiF his apostles, and of their 
successors.in the government of his churcb, , 
binds us to perform these duties. We are' 
told several times in the gospel, that our bles-* 
sed Saviour kept the solemn feasts of the' 
Jewish church ; and it appears from the chap-' 
ter of which my text is a part, that on the same- 
night that be was betrayed, he celebrated the 

E- . — ' ■• • 
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great feast of the Passover with his disciples. , 
The necessity of these duties is so generally 
allowed by all Christians, that I will not de- 
tain you longer on that subjeft, but proceed 
to explain the meaning of the chief festivals 
of our church, and the .manner in which they 
ought to be observed. 

The birthday of Christ, commonly call- 
ed Christmas-day, has been always observed 
by his disciples with gratitude and joy. His 
birth was thfe greatest blessing ever bestowed 
00 mankind.. The angels ^m heaven cele^ 
brated ii with a joyml hymn ; and every 
man, who has any feeling of his own lest 
state without a redeemer, must rejoice and 
be glad in it. On this great day he will lay- 
aside all worldly business, lx€ will appear iit 
the presence of Gox>, and he will not fail to 
tcceive that holy ' sacrament by which we 
partake of the benefits of our Redeemer's 
birth and death. He will rejoice from his 
heart, and call his neighbours and friends to 
rejoice with him. Chris)Lmas has been always 
considered as a season of joy, of friendship, . 
€f hospitality, of charity; as such it always 
ought to be considered. We should express 
o^ur love and good-will to each other ; we 
should shew kindness to ali who belong to 
Christ, for his sake. We should give of 
our bread to the hungry, and do eyery thing 
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in oar power to malce our fellow-creatiftre* 
happy. A few holidays are generally allowed 
to all men in bonour of this blessed sea« 
son; they may be spent in harmless pleasure, 
in innocent mirth and jof* A good man has 
. the best right to be cheerful, for he ontjr is 
at peace with God. ' Let him also be at 
peace with all mankind. At this holy season 
particularly we should banish all strife and ' 
contention. If any man have been injured, 
now' is the; time to forgive* If any man havcf 
done wrong, now is the time to own it, and 
to aik pardon. Our Saviour Christ canj^ 
(o us in great humility; and no degree of 
pride .tniifift accompany the devotion of a 
Christian. If we have doiie wrong, let u^ 
ftever be ashapned tb own It. If we havfe been 
«tikind to a friend, or even to an enertiy, let 
tfs tiot hope;t0'7eel Cbrisila* joy till we ac 
knowledge our error^ Then^ at peace witft 
all men, and with'Qgiir^wnc<kJ«cience, let tis 
be merry and joyful. This is: the day which 
the JiA3itD hath hitfde^ let uis rejoice and be 
elad in it j **for'Uiito us a child is born, nnto 
«3 a sonis-' given} and his name shall b^ called 
Wonderfol, Counsellor, the Mighty Gob, the 
Everlastiug Father, the Prince of Peace/** 
But while we pomtout this blessed Reason 
as a time of joy to every servant of Christj 
*- Isaiah ix. 6; ^ 
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l€??»^]i^ that, in any Ghristian^coDgtegation, 
it should be necessary to say^that it is not a 
time of iutemperatice. No time indeed ought 
to .bie, such; but. surely it i^ strange ^and. 
Rocking that ibis most holy season is SQi[tie* 
times disgraced, by gaming, drunkenness, .acid 
every kind of vice. Is this a Christian's joy ? 
Is this the return which our God expefts, 
■when He allows us to rest from our labours, 
and be happy ? O my friends! consider the 
ingratitude, the dreadful wick^drless of those 
who .^^nd §uch a season as; this in vice. 
Gaming is always madnesi and folly* It is 
trusting the comfort and happiness of our 
future lives to chance. It is perhaps ruining 
our families, losing all the fruit of yeurs of 
honest industry, and reducing. ourselves to 
b^gary; pr i/ it be successful, it jnfli^s jCb^ 
same misery o^ another. Who* can i^njoy 
money so gained? 3utthese gains generally 
go to cheats and..sbarpei«^ who will render a 
dreadful account of them at the day of judg- 
ment. Thos/e whom they have cheat^id are 
. left to lament their folly and wiiSikedqess; per-^ 
haps to blaspheme their. gracious God, and- 
shock every pious ear by oaths and execrji- 
tions. This vice, I hope, is. not common ; 
but there is another which is so to ;a dreadful 
degree. I speak of the odious crime of 
drunkenness. Goo made man in his own 
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Image ; he gave hiin a body fearfully atid 
>vonderruIIy made, and* a soul capable of' rea- 
son and refleftion. Unlike all other animals, 
man can think and reason ; he can remem- 
ber what is past, and look forward to what 
is to come. He knows and feels the dignity 
of his nature, and pays to his Creator free 
and reasonable service. Superior to all other 
creatures, formed to be the lord of the^orldi 
he is greater still as he is the heir x)f heaven, 
destined to live JFor ever*, to be for ever happy; 
Such is man as his Creator formed him; and 
now consider for' a moment what he makei 
himself by intemperance. Groveling on tht 
ground, an objeft of disgust and detestation, 
his boasted reason gone, iunk for below the 
brutes that perish, he can no longer diweftht* 
own aftions. He may quarrel with his best 
friend, he may murder the wife? of hls*bosom,^ 
and not know what he is doiiig. Does the 
world present a sight more melancholy or 
more degrading ? And when that man is called 
to answer for his crimes, will it be admitted 
as an excuse, that he had robbed himself of 
the reason which God Had given him to di* 
reft his aftions ? Surely not. Though he has 
made himself a beast, he will be judged, he 
will be punished^ as a man. Let me dntreat 
all who hear me, and particularly those who 
are entering into Kfe, to consider this odioui 
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fiu in its trvic ligbtr, and never to. be guilty 
pf it. When oOceit becomes a habit, rep^i* 
ance is difficult j yet the Hour of repentance 
^ad amendinenit nsust come, or dreadful in* 
deed will 'be the consequence, for we know 
Uiat a drunkard cannot inherit eternal life; 
but ifibose^vho are as yet innocent in thij 
fespfiid, will seriouily consider this odbus 
vice, surely they wiH fly from it as from thi 
face of a sfipeitt If tliey have a proper tense 
pt' r^ligiofty they wU avou} any meetings 
yibkh inav lead them into leipptaiionj. aod 
pafticuiaa-ly at those hcly ^^op$ ixrbj^h;^e 
iff »ap4ri far the -service of QoD. : 

The fony days of Lent are ; apfointed as 
a ^imeof repejntance and recpileiniion, in ardtr 
f Q'prepare the Christian ibr tlie prpper obser>^ 
vane? qf^helgreaffestivaljof Easter. On ij^e 
first ^y of Xeot, which w& call A^^i-Wed^ 
n<?^dayai'a!^^r church has appointed a [v^ry .54^ 
lejnn and awful service, which all, who can 
^o'ii, should not fail to attend* That service 
)s intended as a merciful warning to tho^ 
who 4p Hot suffiicieptlj cpnyider^XhiQ dreadful 
|t»^gw?pi r li?nging; pvcr all^ impenitent siq^ 
ners^ which js thjsxe proj;}oiipced:ip4he>jword^ 
nf h<jiy scripture y- in order fp lefad tjpsewho 
have been guilty of ;t^ crjpjijs ;|»}i»ich are 
there mentiqaedp So s^Ti^i th^ns^l^es bfy re- 
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as yet guiltless of such crimes, may be the 
snore afraid to ofiead. The holy season of 
Leot has been al^^ys considered as a dme of 
self*examiirati<xi and penitence, and evtery 
one should. malce it such, accctt'ding to the 
circumstances of his situation. AH may 
pradise some degree of self^deniid, and all 
unay £nd some time to think seriously of. the 
•lateof thdr soals» to change what they &od 
aniisi « their general habits of life, and to 
make thdr peaa with God by sincere re^ 
pentance* 

At the end of this holy reason is the day 
9itL wfaidi we commemorate the death of oair 
blessed Saviour, whkh is commooty called 
Good^Friday. This day cannot be observed 
too etriSIy. It is a day of the deepest hv^ 
miliation and soriow, for those sms which 
teought the Son of Qod to the cross. We 
should not fail ^o attend the service of the 
church on that day; and neither business 
nor pleasure should prevent our refleAing se^ 
riously on that great evept^ and humbly 
entreating pardon from Grois through the 
merits of the sacriifice whidi was then offered 
for thesis of the worki. We should read 
with great attention the accounts given iti the 
New Testament of our Saviour^s sufferings 
and death. We should consider what he has 
done for us; we. should thank him from our 
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hearts. We ^ouki renounce e?fery ^n, and 

devote ourselves entirely to his service. Wc 

should on that day retire from the world, to 

commune with our own hearts, and on our 

knees entreat fcargiveness of our sins, through 

J«;5ua Christ. Thus shall ^we be prepared 

to celebrate the greatest of all days in the 

eyes of a Christian ; and through sorrow and 

humiliation, we shall be led froni the cross of 

Chrjst to his triumphant resurrection. 

. .On Easto*- Sunday we celebrate our Sa* 

viour's vi^ory over death and hell, when, 

toing OA the cross made an atonement for 

the sin of the world, he rose again frotn tibt 

grave, brought life and immortality to light; 

djKi opened lo all his faithful servants the 

.wiy to heaven. AH our hopes.rest on this 

preai event. *' If Christ be not risen.'* 

says St. Paul, '^ then is our preaching vain^ 

and your faith is also vaio. Ye are yet in 

.your sms,— But now is Christ risen from 

ibedead, and become the first fruit& of them 

that sleep/** Deaith has now no sting ; the 

grave has now no terror. We- are assured 

that we shall rise again to meet our Lord, 

when he cometh with his holy angels. This 

greatest of feasts must be observed with true 

devotion. All Christian churches are open 

on this day, and the holy sacrament is every 

* I Cor. XV. 14. 
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5«^here offibr€4 to the true believer, ivho wiH 
00t sordy refuse to pay that tribute of grati- 
tude and Jqv^ 09 hi^.gioiified Redeemer. He 
will welcotp^;.ibf9i &^l. <tay with Christiaa 
joy, for ** the Lord is risen iqdeed.*'* 

FftBty (^yjs after bj^ • ne8Wreftt0D, our 
LoRi> |is(;eQd9d, ioto hfaven^ ,ttt. the $igh£ 
of hi9di8ci(>ks s w:hicbyU^c^dbra|e4 thy the 

au4 je«if{lay^ after his a^Qa9feii«» herSKr^tibe 
Holy SpirU V) be t^eir comforter aodg^^ie^ 
whici^ |;^^;.blfs«mg t^.c^ffnnemOmiedoft 
Wbifc84^?i¥ff ,: Jhis i$ avei^y great festival, 
god ^tfi^^ ^ Q\j8^y,id as sujch« Tbq asaistr 
Mce<cffi tieT}iQiy,;'Sfwrj^..<:atv ^\(m^, sjipport 
ttftjlM!P¥|hi:aR tWPt4ttW% i^rtd g^MlSJ us ioto 

4U tr»>bf?^ Ft»>tiliM^t§ttfl» W^ ipM«;€POtl- 

Hufilly prayer and v^. qi^siij^flehfaiM.tbis gres^t 
day wkh, reverence- auddf^YPtioPK - ^^ \. ^, 
M^ny o|he|-,d4by#..9feia|]fointed tp be keyt 
MyyiP meiDdry Qf; tb^ a|)08t|ed apdevan* 
geli^tsx/and fhose «b« bave^an fippg^rtuniiy.Qf 
aH^pd^g the pubiiic ^^vice.qf tbechuf^ on 
tfapse days>:shoHkl)gls4HF do it* But a^iuacy 
Chrifit'^iis dannot. dO; t^iiff, I (b<^! Wf .tp 
recopimeodaQ'them ^^i^^efutly. to stkidy tb|3 
CocBpiM»H>n totfbe Fea&tSr aid.Fa^ts by Mr. 
Nejisoo. Few b^ks PPQtaia fc^mvk^b CUrist- 
im koowled^e; . iQ^-it JDstm^lioi) ,is:.jaoi^e4 
: b::.^ Ivkit KxHr^ 34* .. 
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'wJth tniejtaJnment, sind much •'Ic&rtiiig* with 
trae piety. Whoever is «b iiap|)7 asto 4»e 
able to rejdA and UDder^tttd ttlatt '^book, p6ss^ 
«e8feesa freasiire oJF'dwnte^kttiwvtedge; add of 
true devotfonv i u ^.^' ! ' . ' . t , 
> Having n^^ taken- a geheral jrieWfif the 
puWicderv<<!e <ifdtir' church, 'lei mp be^ yoA 
to<:0Dsi(leF what a blds^ing itisi^o >us; Iti 
Waby tdiintms men liiici^ Di^f Oojc^, in matiy 
th^y ' da not ^ot<sbtp Hi iti 'a« ^H^ liti^cW- 
ina&ded ; bat in tbi^ happy faisd, every< iCbrist^ 
Ian inay have thfe blessings of heiiridg God' » 
•vroridf and receiving his sacranii^iifb-^- Jiemay 
join la prayer with a* faithfol i!0»^r«g>atfon, 
and receive the in^ttnififbtts ef- A^ ritm&teit 
comfni^ned by G^ktsr; ^i^'if^^^thit 
cdndfantlyandawentivety* I' witf vetlilM-e ito 
say that the pod^st ttian amongst ns, thofigft 
unable to read^Un^vi^hont tbeadvmtsigebf 
'Sny dtfcer iieligibiAaflStr«di&n, may gain more 
iis4f«l an* im^tsfflt^ ktiovledge tha^.thc 
WfFselrt'hMifrrtrrhe Heathen 'Worl<I'%vj?r p<^ 
sussed. - te^ h<ffl oiilyiattfeiid to the Stmday 
lessons, ind cenfefdd-Uhelgreat trtittei which 
tic ftiay* ligafrh ^'fndd ' thWi. The ^-Heathen^ 
-knew-ftot hdwlfhe ^orld'was -nidde; ^fethe 
thought it wad^l^med byl chance, and ifeome 
that ft e5ifistedfrttm>&ll'et€tfnftjr. -Bat Ae first 
verse in the Bible removes all 'ihese donbtt? ; 
. ^^ In the beginning GoDr cheated the heaven 
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and the earth.'* They knew not hon^ sin atkl 
misery came info the world; but from the 
Bible tt^ karn; that it wafe through envy of 
the DeiPtJ, Mifho persuaded Adam to diaobey 
God. The Jieathens knew not whether there 
was one <ioD only, or wbeth«' there \^cre 
ma*ny, and they worshipped wood and stone. 
But from the Bii>fe we leam, that the great 
Creator said, I am the LoiiD thy God, atid 
thou ^halt have notii other gods bnt me. 
They iiever heard of a Redeemer, and- knew 
not hbw to obtain pardon for their sins ; btir 
the Bible relis t^, that Christ jEsu^^came 
Hito the world to save* dinners. The Hea- 
thens knew'littfc of the will of God, or how 
they ought to aft fn< brder to please Him ; 
but in the BiWe' We team hii will, and doi? 
duty to Him and- to our neighbour. Lastly, 
' the Heathens knew hot what tb expeft stfter 
dead), or whether they werje ever to live 
again aft^r leaving this world i but from the 
BiWe we le<4rn^tl»8 most -important -of all 
trfaths, that all tnen sftwill rtee again with thair 
bodkfs, tod- give an account of. theik q«wi 
works J arid the wick^ *• shall gO' away into 
evcrlasriig pimishmetitv but the tigfeieou^ 

into life eternal.^'* ' • ,. ' 

Stidi are the trea«urefr^ 6( divine kfaow-L 
fcdge,'wii}cih are open ',to every Cbristiaf); 
♦Mat*. xxt» 46. 
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Let us thankfully acknowledge ^uch great 
bie^sings; but let us also reftieraber that 
*^ unto whomsoever much is given, of him 
shall much be required/'* No man amongst 
us can justly plead ignorance of the law of 
God, as an excuse for not obeying it : for 
every man may know what is necessary for 
the salvation of his soul, if he will only go to 
church, and attend to what he hears there. 
To those who add to this the happiness of 
beiqg able to read the Bible at home, I 
earnestly recommend the study of that sacred 
book^ as the greatest advantage> and the 
greatest pleasure, they can enjoy. It will 
be the guide of their youth, and the comfort 
of their old age. They will every day find 
new beauties, as they became more acquaint- 
ed with it. Their understandings will be 
enlightened, their hearts will be softened. 
All the blessings of redeeming love will be 
presented to their view, all the glories of 
heaven will be open to their hopes. The 
)oys and sqrrows of this world will seem as 
nothing; they will learn to scorn its pleasures, 
and despise its temptations, while they press 
forward to the mark, with their eyes fixed 
on the glory which shall be revealed. And 
when tliey have finished their coiu-se with 
joy, they will resign their souls in peace tq 
* Luke xii. 4<«^ 
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Him who made, aod who redeemed them i 
who will support them through the pains of 
death, and receive tliem into everlasting 
glorjr. To whom, with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost, be ascribed all honour and 
glory^ by us and by alt created beings, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
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SERMON VIIL ^ 



ST. JOHN xvii. 4. 
I HAVE GLORIFIED THEE ON EARTH. 



FROM the example of our blessed Lor0 
we learn to glorify God, by our thoughts, 
by our words, and by our actions. I have 
endeavoured to shew you how we should 
imitate his piety, his fervent prayer, his con* 
stant attendance on all the af^inted duties 
of religion; and we must humbly endeavour 
to follow his example in the reverence which 
he expressed for his Hea^^enly Father by every 
part of his conduft here on earth* I will 
mention some particulars which make a part 
of what is called our duty towards God, be* 
fore I proceed to shew you how we ought 
to glorify Him, by performing our duty to- 
wards our neighbour in the manner which 
He has commanded. 
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In the'first place,* we' shoidd gforify Grori 
by tiever^tikisg his( ostmeJA^vain ; a6d I do 
potcknowa s^rev dgvt ofi^tfoe piety, rtmn 
coaMdtil attention to ihts^Juty. The^ifiati 
vrbolifts a tfqcxeicerefioe (otGOD^ dares iioe 
profane, his bcAf mwtie. * Hi&'Will hcdd in ab« 
borcenoD the^ sboickix^ vice of s^wearing, that 
disgr^ .t6a Gha;i8tiaQ^ ooifarty^ by "orhich 
inenr<:oinnit a. dreadful pxpiie'^ugzmii Ctat>; 
vutboot even tbertonptationt^ which they 
try^tDexoitsejotfaer crimes. ^ 

A ttuly jMdo^.man caA nvvetbe guiky of 
tbis:vi(»i.fo]r the fis^r of Go ti m always bef<!»^ 
his eyeg^ and. the love of God in his heart. 
He Jooks up with rev«yene6>< to the gfreat 
preator; of heaven 'raod. e^rUi, to whom aft 
hearts are o(|en^ who Imt^ the most sccrei! 
word, andr^lcait him^ to>ani^W^ ftk* it bt^ 
fore mes and V angeisu Thobgh^he fssif ii6t 
th6m. whoi kilLf he'bodfy h^i^irs. (and ^Very 
bnfiittDibfiJMigxMi^tiifO'l^) the tormeats re^ 
sery»d iprcjdiensfidced^ aficer deaths Bat the 
goodrtin^pisri^Jtriimrafcied <^^ fear 

of . piiQifllhnieifav he fs > im^Mnced by the love 
as >«r1 1 as the. fear ofi Co ]>^ CS&ti such a man 
wai^tooiy offend his Idndand gHciddfi Master? 
wiiiiJ3eiUaapbidme4;h&f hatred naine Which he 
adores? Certainly hbf. When he mfentions 
the^ name i>D Qi)D,: jib «irbtes8 and praise 
it; to*|^iu>w gracious thfe'L^Ri>^ha[« beth 
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to him; Win a man; who knows 'the terrors 
of the All'MIGUTY^who believe&that He witi 
9691^^4 ly punivb those who de^se his: mercy, 
VifiU :i&^ dftre tocall for damnation on his fellow- 
cr^aciires ? Will his heart be capable of f(»tn* 
)B^ ibe dreadful "v^tsh, .that the man who has ^ 
o^n^d him, may usaliy su&r^he vet^eance 
^^t^nal ^rct that be may! reaiiy dweU ^ith 
e.iii^rl;|stiQg bnrakkgs^ where ■ tfaeivrartn'xiieth 
t^t^ afld. )tbe fire is not quenched?. Th^ak ^ 
this, I entreat you, lUKLleiLihe, wfaelhatsupy 
%aria ! bo w^verv wicked, is capoU^ of wishing 
ibi^? YetiHlch'ifitbairopiiBaishd^gaagewbtch 
we continually hear amongst mea ^rbo call 
tbefn^elves Chrktiaiks ; sudi is the inhuman 
yfkh proaoDficed agaimta tmn Uke^ourselves, 
Q^spmetimeisev^iagakifit the poorharmless 
ai^inal which GQi> has given ia assist us ia 
our IfiboiH-,. 4^aittst the horse,, worn out with 
work, or terri^d.wjth blows. The barba- 
tou» ^^atmjent.of aJMmals is a^sjobfefi: which 
deserves v^ seriouss cixi^ideration ; bistai 
present I am only eodeavojariirg to pomt out 
u> you the meaotfig :of wordbs which' are 
often used by thoughtless men, who nevev 
consider wjbat they Imve daned to uttof, or 
they wcH^Id fipar that these hoirible curses 
might fa)l on their own he^s^ > . . 

Secondly, wq should glorify iGk^D^ia our 
commcm conversation^ It is notvenough tlal 
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we do not take his natnte iQ vaiftby metation* 
ing it without dae reverence, but \wb tniitt be 
careful that our conversatiou be such as be- 
cdnieth Christians, Let us nol suppose tbat 
we are only to serVe God on Sundays, and 
not to think on Him duiihg the rest of the 
week. The true Christian is always engaged 
in the service of Ood, He takes every op*- 
port?unity to shew h!8*2eal for bis mafter'is 
honour. He tries to lead others, and parti* 
xuiarlv those who ate younger ihan hioweif^ 
to think upon Gorft. One of the greatest 
j^Mstrrerwhich good ltiencanQefi|joyi is speaks 
ing to each other on the^ tDbrjeft which it 
most intepestifig to them* They will never 
be ashamed to own that they fear Goi>; OQ 
the contrary, it will be tb^hr glory that they 
are Christians; and much good mi^ be 
done« even durkig the common employments 
of life, if they always spoke and afted in ibat 
chara^er ; if their conversation were such as 
becometh godliness. 

. Thirdly, we shouldglorify God by praising 
Him for our daily food. We are told that 
our Savk>ur gave thanks before he b^gan to 
eat; and every Chri^ian ought to do the 
same. To the bounty of God we owe every 
biessmg ; and while we enjoy the gift, let us 
]K)t forget the Giver. Every enjoyment for 
^hich we have offered our humble thanks to 
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GoVi will be doiibly sweet. ^ Whetber yc 
€^t-Gf drink, or whatever ye do, do all to the 
glory of Gop/'* 

Lastly, we should glorify Gon by our 
thoughts* Every tboi^ht which arises io our 
^rts is koowQ to Goo, though conceale^l 
frM:i all the world* This should tnake m 
guard xHir hearts H^ith the greatest care. It 
is it^eed impasmbte that our thoughia sknikl 
l>e always employed on reli|;ioQ« Qurgra^ 
jCMMis Maater does not teqmse tbitt but He 
iJoe« i>equii)e us aurefuUjr to guard agaiaac 
4ii0se whidi are wicked $ and He iOMcimmdi 
us. frequently to asakeHim the objeii: of our 
suedkatieosb Wicked thoughts too often lead 
fio wicked t&k>n$ ; and the man who can fiod 
ple^stiie in tbinking of gratifying his malice 
or iudul^ng his lua^ or intempersUice^ ia in 
great danger of ammitting such crimes^ The 
maa ..whoj^allows himself to wish for what 
does not belong to hini^ is in great danger of 
using dishonest means to obtain it^ Fot/this 
reason it is, thatGop, who knows our weak- 
ness, haa not only told us not to steal, but to 
prefveut pur widimg^ to do so, H^ commands 
us .not to covet' or desire our . neighbour's 
goods* For thid reason our blessed Saviour 
tells us, ^^ that he who looketb on ^ woman 
to^lnst after ber, hath committed adultery 
♦ I Cor.x. 3«. 
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with her alipady ip .his^hesHt/'f |Fpr tbii 
ceason, he guards us s^aimt even a ihoughl 
of revenge J by telling us to love our enemieisi 
aiid to pray for those, who persecute us. 
Wicked thoughts are the temptatioas of the 
Pevil, Bnd we must constamJy eadeavooir to 
l^8i^ and dfive them away ; which^ m^y b€ 
irion ei^^lj^aUy done by tanking our thoughtf 
towaftl^ Ojfsy. The pqpr mmt whose daily 
}at)0iir f^:neceiaary togaiahis daily bread} 
}iS0 :tiot:J)luchtimeto;ipisa4 ia re^d^g, m 
in tnaJwji^>Rg:piaypM,;;.tb^ 
liAp :Vifl«s8 GojD-Wit^?/^^^ 6tlA H few 

i»«w«9 wghi^nd wipr>?y?g;P.M9d dowp.bei' 

fOfieHigtl te beg hjapafdAti %nd>is.b)esftiag; 
But JTbe pQNone$c J^Bpr ; ^^hilst eogag^ jn the 
bar^l labP^r^ m^ spmetim^s think. upoa 
Gojp,,fin4j$^ >his gi^t&st comfort ia doing 
lo. He may:,rH'*n^. Hjm for bl(?ssing with 
yipf^ease. tb«^.4abQf r 9/ jjw ihaij^s^ for tb6 
heaith wh'cli! ^^Wes hini to m^tijntaia himself 
anKlhis^larpijy I for, having placed hm in; this 
happy country, wliere every man may eat the 
fruits of his honest industry in peacq and 
liberty, r^^may thapjc God that he i^ not 
a sl^v^j^a^ (Wty jane.ii> other countries^ and 
forced ip .work under the lash of a cru©) mas- 
ter, Abov^ all, be .should thank Hitn for the 
glorJqus pr(^pc<A of happiness, in th§ i>eM 
* ^Mau. V. ^Z* 
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\<roHd, "whicli supports us'lhrowgh all tte sor- 
rows of this. When he returns at night, he 
may still think upon God. He may thank 
Him for the blessings of food and rest, sweet- 
ened, as they ought to be, by the duty and 
afFeflion of his wife and children. Even if 
his situation in this life be still more unhappy, 
his thoughts may fly to heaven, and dwell oii 
the glory which shall be revealed. ^* There 
the wicked cease from troubling, and there 
the weary are at rest !"♦ There tke'faitbfd 
servant of God will be for ever happy. 
• Having now endeavoured to point out to 
you the principal duties of a Christian towards 
God, let me beg you to consider the happi* 
ness, which, even in this world, attends the 
performance of them. This will be seen by 
considering the difference between a good 
and a bad man, in the day of prosperity, and 
in the day of adversity. It is certainly true 
that this world is a state of trial to all ; and 
the best men must not expeft to escape those 
sufferings which our heavenly Father sends 
toputify our minds, and to make us more 
worthy of his love. " We must through much 
iribuiation enter into the kingdom of GoD.^f 
This is the lot of all j high and k>w, rich and 
poor, from the kmg on his thrblre to the cap- 
tive in the dungeon, all know and, feel it. 

* Job. iii. r% + Adls. xir. aa. 
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But if there are many sorrows in life, tBere 
are also many pleasures ; aod what we have 
to consider is, whether the good or the bad 
nian be more likely to enjoy those pleasureSj, 
and sap{>ort those sorrows, which are sent to 
bothiaiike*. .Allow me howewr, to observe 
to you, that, in the common coarse of things 
it is 'probable the good man will be . more 
prosperous, even in this .world, than the baDi 
man; for in most cases misery is the- natural 
consequence of vice, A man who spends his 
time attid his money iu idleness, gaming, or 
drinking, will probably be poor. He will 
suffer want, he will be in debt, and perhaps 
end his days in a prison. A man who spends 
his youth in debauchery, will probably pass 
the Tiest of his. life. in pain. and. sickness^ ^ ,A 
fnoii. wbo is guilty of dishonest anions, wilt 
be despjsedand shunned^ be.wiH lose his dia^ 
rader, and perhaps fall under the pumshmeiit 
^of the law. These are the ccHnmonc'and na« 
tural consequences of great vices $: and cer-* 
txinly tbe.man:wi]iosul^s ib any. of these 
ways^ cannot l>e so happy ats ihe. whose in« 
dustry procures him aahonest'inde|)endence5 
whose health is secured .by temperance an^ 
sobriety, and .whose conduit entitles himUo 
resped and esxeent fnom. all good men ; thus 
V godliniess .ha:th tli^ promise of this life, ass 
well as of that which is to come/'* 

♦ ji, Tiiu. it. S. 
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But there may be a great diffenence be- 
tween a good and a bad man as I have al« 
'leady observed, even when the latter, is not 
guihy of suck gross vices as these. I wiU 
iberefore take tip the argooxent on the least 
&VQurabiegcound, and suppctte a. tnac wbd 
is guiky o£iiQ vioes which aiie known to the 
worid; who is sober for the sake of his healthy 
and honest because he is afrafd of the laws of 
liis oMintry ; whose charaAer stands fair, and 
wha possesses all the prosperity which can be 
QDJajed iathe world; All this may certainly ^ 
Iiappen to a snan who neither fears nor love;^ 
God; for **- He makeih his sun to shine oa 
thiC evil and on the good, and sendeth rain oa 
the just and on the unjust/'* It.must haW'* 
ef^er be evident :that a good manfmnght be in 
tihe same happy circumstance's a^ to dutward 
tliings ;' and then^ the qnuestion. is, which of 
tbese men will have most enjoyment of pros^ 
perity i I am at presient considering only what 
each will feel while he lives m this wovld | 
aad i say, that if they are in exa&ly the same 
sistuadod,. still there are two drcumstaoceB 
which wtU make the good man b^oqd cdrnp^ 
, -fiar^oathe faappiar. i' ^ > . . .. 

First, themanwbb is without Gox) in the 
WGorUst is tonnei||ed by the fear of losing the 
bkssinga he enj6|s» We all know that this 
•^Ifeatn T. -45. 
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may happen vnth regard to evary c»thljr 
blessing ; we know that it often docs happen;' 
and he who thinks that he owes his prospe* 
rity to chailce, has always reason to fear that 
chance may take it away, llie good mao^on 
the contrary, puts himself and alt that he pos- 
sesses uoder the care of an alUpowerful I^o-^ 
tedor. He knows that from God he received 
every good gift, and he knows that the bless-^ 
iDgs he enjoys nerer can be taken away, 
except by the permission of Him who gave 
them; and that if Gt)D permit him to be de-: 
prived of them^ it is because it is more^fbr his' 
real advantage. To Goe> he looks up withi 
gratitude for all lie "enjoys; to God he is 
rea3y cheerfully to resign every blessing He* 
has given. He therefore' possesses a degree* 
of tranquillity which no bad matn ever felt. ' 
Secondly ; if the bad man should ev^eopen- 
suade himself that he has nothing tofe3r.afcer> 
death, still every man knows that he nuistdiie. 
In a very few years this must happen; it aiay> 
be in a very few. hours; and the mckfe a man- 
is a^tuched to the good things of this.iile, the 
greater is his dread of losing all by: death. • 
But the good man knows- tlut death is the 
gate of life, and the road to happiness far 
superior to any he could enjoy here below. 
Thus we dnd^, that in tbe^most proeperoos 
state, the bad man must be tormeiued lyitb^ 
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fesir wd anxiety, ^hile the good man is tran- 
quil, composed^ and happy. 
* But as prosperity comes alike to all, so 
does adversity. Each of these meh may be "^ 
placed by Providence in want, in sickness, ia 
pain, or in sorrow. Which of them willthea 
£ndinost comfort, under his afili Abn ? Every 
heart can answer this question, for it admits 
of no doubi. While the one trembles under 
the avenging wrath of an angry God, the 
other acknowledges tte kind severity of a 
tender parent. The first has no comfort, no 
support, for ^ he has neither trust in Gor>, 
nor hope of heaven. The other knows that 
his light afflictions, which are but for a mo- 
ment, will work for him an eternal weight of 
glory. Humbled under the mighty hand of 
God, he suffers indeed, but he is patient and 
resigaed. He feds the loss of what was 
Uear to him, but he knows that it is not lost 
for ever. His sufferings only increase his 
diligence. He knows they were^ent for his 
n^al good, and from.hi$ heart he thanks God 
for tbem. Pain may be hard to Dear, the 
loss of a dear friend may force his tears to 
flfldijr; but through every trial, every affliftion^ 
he%vill still know and feel, that even in this.. 
world there is a reward for the righteous ( . 
that even in this world the good man enjoys 
tbat peacfi) which the wicked can nevejr jcnow. 
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JBiotitfnay perhaps be <aidrAat thife nt 
cases in which the advants^ as to vorUfy 
pro9(penty t&pa^he side of Ae bad naoy and 
wh^ he who witl lapt disobey God, fliott 
sacrifice v^hat wicked men enjaj. It ^aaitafc 
be d^ied that this naay often tkappeiu A 
^radoed iiianmay obtiwriches byrmeao^'wtaich 
a virtnous- man ^cannot. praSiise ; aad still be 
may not be liable So puiushmewt fyska die 
laws of his country. To set the ans\wr to 
this objeAion in the clearest lights I will snp* 
powfhe^ftdHMft i«fecd to the hi^est degree 
of prosperity, and the good man sunk to the 
, lowest point of affliction and distress; and 
still I say that this last is the happier man. 
To prove this, it is only necessary to observe^ 
that the one lives and dies in fear, and that 
the other lives and dies in hope;— fear which 
will poison every enjoyment ; — ^hope which 
will sweeten every sorrow. The one is con* 
jcious <^ guilt, and lives in fear of punish- 
ment i the other has reason to trust in the 
mercy of God, and lives in hope of an ever« 
hsting reward. 

And now let me ask of every one who 
hears me, which of these is the happier man^ 
I hope no Christian can be in doubt what 
answer to give* 

These are the advantages, these are the tri* 
vmphs of Christianity j and blessed are thqf 
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Vfho make it the rule of their Kves. la ptosm 
jperity and adversity, in youth and age/* Id 
health and sickness, in life and death, they 
Vfill enjoy that peace which this world cannot 
give, that peace which only good men can ex- 
perience, and which passethall understanding. 
Now to God the Father, Son, and Ho\j 
Ghost, be ascribed all honour and glory, 
adoration and praise^ n6w and for evermore* 
Amen. 
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ST.LVKEu.51j52f 

AtfD HE WENT DOWN WII^H THEM, AND 
CAME TO NAZARETH, AfrlD WAS SUB* 
JECT UNTO them; BUT HIS MOTHER 
KEPT ALL THESE SAYINGS IN HEE 

. HEART. AND JESUS INCREASED IK 
WISDOM AND STATURE, AND IN lA- 

♦ VOUR WITH GOD AND MAN. 



HAVING endeavoured to explain our 
duty to God, I proceed to consider 
what He has commanded us in regard to 
our fellow-creatures ; for the foundation of 
every duty, of every kind, is the command 
of God. Our reverence for the great Cre- 
ator is to accompany «s in every aftion of 
life. ** Lord, whatAvilt thou have me to do?" 
18 the Christian's enquiry, on every occasion} 
and he looks for the answer to it in his BiWe* 
His duty to his neighbour is a part of his dutj 
ta Cod. " Thou shalt love the Loh.d thy 
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Gob vnth alt thy heart, and with all thy souF^ 
and with all thy mind; thia is the &8t and 
great commandmeoti And the second is like 
unto it. Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
•elf. On these two comoiandni^nts hang all 
the law and th^ prophets/** It is not enoughs 
that a man loves his relations and friends for 
^is own sake, and hiccaQse thqr comribute tm 
his haf^iness ; it i&not enough that he doet 
good m^-ely to relieve himself frmn the paior 
(^beholding misery ; he can then oply be said 
IP perform these duties as a Christian, when 
a constant wish of pleasing Goi>, and atten* . 
tion to his commands^ is the ruling principle 
of every aftion* Dear as his wife and child-% 
vm are to bim, the Christian would lose theni 
all rather than disobey God. He would see 
them suffer any degree of misery, rather than 
attempt to relieve it by a dishonest or wicked 
aftioo* Thas, in every circumstance of his 
life, in every afie^^ion of his heart, his €roo 
must be bis ruler and guide;' and every duty 
which we are now to consider, is still to be 
regsurded as a part of our duty towards Him« 
I wilinow endeavour to point out the prift* 
cipa) duties which God has commanded us to 
||erf<»rm ta our fellow-creatures ; presenting. 
U> you the perfe£l example of Jesus Ch&isit 
SA every circumstance in which it is possible 
^ Matu aouL gf^ 
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for us to imitate hiscondad; and adding some 
observations on such duties as did not belong 
to the chara&er in which he was pleased to 
appear in this world, and therefore are to be 
learnt from the doflrines, rather than from 
the example, of our divine Master* 

The first duty which we are called to per- 
form in this state of trial, is that which we 
owe to our parents; and of this our Saviour 
has left us an illustrious eatample. We learn, 
from my text, that Jesus went down with 
his panepts to Nazareth^ that he was subjeft 
to them^ and that under their tender care he 
increased in wisdom and stature, and in fa- 
vour with God and mth mani^ Such is the 
beautiful pi&ure which is left us in the gos« 
pel of the childhood of Christ ; and short 
as it is, we find in it all that is neeessary for 
our instrodion. The first duty of a child is 
obedience ; and we are told that even the eter- 
nal Son of God pra&ised this duty ; he was 
subject to his parents. Man, when he comes 
into the world, is more weak and helpless.than 
any other animal ; he depends on his parenta 
for every thing; and if through life he can 
ever forget what he owes to their care and 
kipdness, he may justly be considered as si 
monster of ingratitude. Most other aniiAaU 
can provide for themselves, but man mus( 
perish immediately^ without assistance. Man^p 
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years must pass, before his reason witi be 
stroDg enough to AkeQ: him even as to the 
care o( hii body ; and it is oniy by observing 
the diPedioQS of those who are older and 
-wiser than himself, that his health, or even 
his life can be preserved. We muBt first 
Jearn obedience to those who are to instruft 
t}s, ct we shall nevef leai-n any thing else# 
lo^^thc pitaf^ioe of this daty we are tokt, that 
J&ft.tps increased in wisdom, as wctt as in ata« 
sore; iie set an «xatnple 0i dnttfvA atlentioft 
to his iputentS) and he was f leased to kdaat 
wisdom, as every other man learns it, by Kst-* 
efiing to those who were ap{)ointed to kistrui^ 
bim. Thus we find faim in the temple, at 
twdya years of age, atnmgst the Do^s^ 
iKoth hearing them and asking them questions, 
Tl)ey wece asiioni^ed at bis understanding 
and answers; yet we •still £nd bim setting an 
examptoSD^outhjOf afttention, huaulity, and 
that djspositioti-to learn, without -which none 
wiU '>ever ittcvease in wisdom. The evangelist « 
adds, .that j[£sus also increased in favour with 
Gob and with man. From this it is ^yident^ 
Mt only that he was obedient, but also that 
be gained the love of his parents and friends, 
which <3an oniy be d<me by loving them, by 
constantly endeavouring to make them happy, 
by modesty, gentleness, and every other vir- 
tue that a chjld can perform. Such wera 
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the early virtue? which were Sf en nuthchcfly 
child Jesus. Bint we learn from Su J^hn'^ 
gospel, that he did not think t;he dnties of a 
son were to end with childhood; for in the 
last dreadful moments of his lif^s, when he 
liung bleeding on the crosiS^ 19 ponies such 
as no other man everf(?lt^ ,^ve find him still 
'tenderly attentive to his aged mother, and 
committing her as a sacred trimt to the care 
of h^is beloved discij^^. ^^ Then «aii:}) he £• 
^ dis^iple^ Behc4.4 ^7 mo^rl ^ from 
Ihajt hour tb^t dis<:ipk|opk h^ iiQtoikis owi 
home/'* , : 

from this *ffpfting sfory w^e may Iwrn^ 
ihat no cir^um^anceS]) k>w;ever ^eadAiU 
should idake a mim neglect the care of ki§ 
parents. If he f^ril in that duty,.: I fear. he ii 
ya-y unlikely to perform atiy other. » , * 

'Such is the lesfion which all young peicsona 
may learn from the eJianiple of Chri^t^ and 
k is con^rmed by^bexlire6^ion$Ie& y$ an tbi 
same subje<fl by the great^ apostle iiu PattU 
in several of his epistles. ^SChildrei^obie]^ 
your parents in the Lord, for this is. rights 
Honour thy father and.mother, which is the 
first commandment withprqinise, that it mayv 
be well with thee, and (hou mayest live long) 
on earth.*'t And again, ' " Children, obey 
your parents in all tbijigSp for this ' is welU 
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pleasing an(o the Lord.*'* This sacred dmy 
cannot be too strongly impressed on the minds 
of aft chi Wren. God has committed them to 
the care and government of their parents, who 
are answerable for the performance of that 
trust, and are ordered tolnstruft them, to pre*' 
vent their doing what is wrong, and to bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
XiORD. To make this an easy and pleasing 
task, the child should pay a willing obedience 
to the cotnmands of bis father and motherl 
He should feel and know that be is weak and 
ignorant, and should thank Goo for having 
gWeti him guides to direft his steps. He 
should tenderly love liis parents. He shouU 
always remember his obligations to them.— - 
He sDculd attentively listen to their instruct 
tions, and diligently obey all their commands) 
and thas, by willing and dutiful obedience, be 
thould spare them the painful task of forcing 
him to do what his duty requires. This they 
inust do, if he will not obey them willingly, 
for God has commanded it; and they are 
answerable toHim> if their child contract 
habits of lying, stealing, obstinacy, ot any 
other fatilt, which might have been prevented 
by rhdr authority. Let every child consider 
this; and if he has any love or gratitude to 
lus father and mother, any regard to his pwa 

^ Cpl. iii. no. 
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interest, or any sense of duty to GoDj Irf 
him willingly submit to those who have the 
rule Over him ; and endeavour to aft so, that 
they itiay never be obliged to govern him by 
any methods but those of gentleness and love^ 
And if a child be sotinfortunate as to have an 
. unkind parent, or if he be under the power of 
a severe master, let him never forget his duty 
to God, which obliges him always to submit 
With meekness. Whatever may be the faults 
of the parent, or of those who ad by his au* 
thority, they cannot alter the duty of the child. 
He must take his sufferings patiently, he 
must constantly endeavour to please, by obe- 
dience and dutiful submission; and if he still 
be treated with unkindness, he must consider 
his sufferings as appointed by Goo, who fre 
quently, at some part or other of our lives, 
correfts our faults by affliftioo and pain ; but 
will revrard those who bear their sufferings 
like Christians, \vith an eternal weight of 
glory. L^t him pray to God to direft him 
in the duty he is to perform, and to grant hiin 
patience under every trial ; and let him look 
forward to the time, when, either in this world. 
or the next, he will be comforted. Never let 
him forget the reverence which every child 
owes even to the wbrst of parents j let him 
still honour and respeft them, let him try to 
gain their love> and let him pray i^ Gqo to 
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. bless them. I have been speaking of a cas^ 
which seldom happens. The affeftion of 
parents to their children is so strong, that if 
they meet with the proper return of duty and 
obedience, they are not often unkind, Bqt 
in this, as in every thing, let each one con- 
sider his own duty, and perform it ; and the 
duty of a child is so plain that it cannot be 
mistaken. He is to love, honour, and succour 
his father and mother, -and cheerfully to obey 
all their commands, for the Lord's sake. 

When ihe young man, having increased in 
wisdom and stature, becomes capable of pro- 
viding for himself, let me advise him to guard 
carefully against any wish to be free from 
the authority of his parents. We have a most 
afFefting instance of the ill consequence of that 
wish, in the beautiful parable of the prodigal 
son, which you may read in the 15th chapter 
of St. Luke. Tired of the restraints of a 
regular family, and the gentlecontroul of his 
afteftionate father, the young man would be 
his own master. Trusting to his own judg^^ 
jnent, he fell into bad company, vice, and 
poverty^ He spent his substance in riotous 
iiving; and when the season of wicked pleasiu'e 
was over, he was reduced to such a state of 
•wretchedness, " that he would fain have filled 
Jhis belly. with the husks that the swini did 
eat^ and no man gave unto^ bixxu** Theiy 
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and not <\ll ihen, tie was sensible of hi^ errolv 
^nd did all that could be done to repair it. 
He went tq bia father, and humbly confessed 
his fiiujt, saying, *^ Father, I have ginned 
against heaveu, and iii thy sight, and am^ np» 
more worthy to be called thy son/' Let 
every young persop .fearn from this story ihe 
d^inger of the first step put of the narrow path 
erf duty, Wheot the prodigal left his father, 
he Uitle thought that he shovild so soon be 
pluuged in sin and misery ; but he was led oa 
step by step, till hfe was on the brink of. de- 
struction, and could.OTly be saved by the .bit*, 
ler tears of repeutaace. Happily for hitti, hi$ 
fethier yet Uyea to receive and to forgive him» 
What ©ust haw Jjeeiji thp state -pf the 
wretched aon^ bad vit been otherwise? ' O ye> 
wiio are as yet ianoeeiu of great crimes, who 
as yet are Under the prote^ion of tender 
par^ts, and can receive the benefit of theiif 
advioe and example, cherish it as. the greatest 
o£ biessingfr ! Consider such jmrents as yoiur 
best friends^ assist,: support, and comfort 
them; try to deserve iheir bve and. esteem^ 
and then yoa may hope that their blessiug 
will obtain the ^blessing of Gop. In ajmo^ 
every instaoce^' they are iSie best and truest 
friends thatamao will/ev^iindJh this world^ 
ud If/thtj are pt^us and virtuous, heshouldi 
»bnj6 VflikJU) beaded byifheir advice^ mi 
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should pay the most respeftful attentiotf i# 

their wishes. He can seldom, at any age, be 

justified in disobeying their commands, unless 

those commands are contrary to the laws of 

God or hfs country « He should consider it 

as a great bles$ing, if his parents are spared 

till he is in full strength, that he may have* 

the means of proving his gratitude and love 

by devoting a portion of his labour to their 

support, if their wants require it ; and in every 

situation of life, by constant and affe^ionate 

care and attention when they are old* Age, 

as well as infancy, mu^ be assisted, for it is; 

subject to many infirmities. Happy is the man' 

who shews by his tender care of Us parents 

in their old age, that he has not- forgotten 

what they did for him in his youth. - Happy 

^ 18 the man who thus deserves and obtains the 

blessing of bis dying parents, and after he has 

lost these his best friends, may re&s& oa his 

condud towards them with satisfa^ion.-— 

Scfch a man will indeed always feel that the 

loss of a parent is neverc to be supplied to a 

dutiful a^d affedionate child; and in a world 

vhete true friends are not often .found, he 

wiU perhaps drop raany^ a tender' teajr over 

the graveof his &ther, long^afiter he has 

committed, his body/ to the earthy but the 

consciousness of having always > endeavotnred 

ta.p(erform.his d^ty to him will behi^£^^tes( 
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comfort. He will rec6t!e^ what he learnt 
from -his parents in his youth ; he wiH think 
of all their kindness and tendei^ attention to 
his happiness in this world and the next ; he 
will imitate their example, and endeavour to 
honour their memory by praftising all the 
vtrtaes which they taoght him« But dreadful 
must be the feelings of him, who knowd tbit 
he has added to the usual sufferings of age, 
by the want of that duty and aflfedlioa which 
his parents had a right to expeA from him. 
Dreadful must be the state of his mind, when 
his conscience tells him that he has done so, 
after those parents are removed fcom this 
world, when he knows that he can never 
make them amends for his faults, never re- 
gain their love, never obtain their pardon and 
their blessing. 

Consider what has been said, all ye whose 
parents yet live. Reverence the grey hairs 
of your father, and forsake not your mother 
when sheets old. Bear with all their infir- 
mities of body and mind, and have patience 
with them if their understanding fail. Sup 
port them in poverty, watch over them in 
sickness,' and let your tender care cheer the 
gloom of declining years, and smooth the bed 
of death. And isuiy the blessing of Gou 
reward yoir, in the duty and affeAion of your 
i»wa children^ siay you Vve long ia the land 
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^I>ich He hath given you ; and iBay He, Vho 
often in this world punishes, the vices of the 
father upon the children to the third or fourth 
generation, may He make the blessing of 
your parents to rest on you and on your 
children, and shew mercy to thousands in 
them who Ipve Him, and keep his command- 
fnenta^ To Him be gbry now and for ever. 
Aniefi. 



d by Google 



Digitized i-, -■-■-■■ -"^ 



SERMON X 



HEBREWS w. la. 

HUT WAS IN ALL I^OINTS TEMPTED LIK* 
AS W£ ARE, YET WITHOUT SIN* 

WE are told in three of the Go«pek> 
that after our Saviour was baptized, 
and before he began his mioistry, he was led 
iato the wilderness to be tempted of the De- 
vil. It is not perhaps possible for us fully to 
juoderstaQd the nature of that temptation ; but 
I will lay before you what I apprehend we 
^y learn from theaqcount which isgivenu^ 
of it, md thm proceed to consider bow far i^ 
is in ou^ power to imitate, the bright example 
of our Lord an4 Master. 

Weknowfrom the Bible, that the evil spi- 
rit, .called thePevil and S^tan, has been ftoi9 
ihe beginning the en^uny of mankind. We 
kpow that he tem|)«ed x>m fk-st pftrem^, thai: 
they yielded to the temptatimi, and bysodcK 
ing lost the fovoor of (k)P, and the hap{>1* 
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ness oF Paradise, and became subjeft to sin 
and death. We are told that this enemy of 
God and man still goes about seeking whom 
he may devour, and that the servant of God 
must resist him, and not yield to the tempta- 
tions which he offers tb draw him from his 
duty. Some men resist wnh more constancy 
than others j but such is the weakness of our 
nature, that it never can be said of any man 
that he is wirhout sin. • '^ If we say we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, s^nd the truth is 
not in us.*** But those temptations to which 
Adam and all his sons have yielded, were pre- 
sented in vain to Jesus Christ, He resisted 
every art of the deceiver; and having been in 
nil things tempted like as we are, be was stilt 
without sin. During the whole of this life he 
was perfeftly innocent; and though it is irn^ 
possible for us to be like him in that resfeft, 
yet we must constantly set his bright example 
before our eyes, dnd come as near it as we 
possibly can. We must imitate his spotless 
purity, and freedom from every kind of vice; 
his humility, his charity, bis resignation to 
the will of God. In youth and in age, in life 
and in death, we must still look unto Jesus^ 
the pattern ot every virtue, as well as thi 
sacrifice for sin ; the Creator, the Redeemer^ 
and the Judge of the world. 
• I j<An I s. • 
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Having already considered the situation ia 
"which weare first placed in this world, wbea 
our aftioos are under the controul and govern- 
ment of our parents, and when obcdieace to 
them is our principal duty ; I proceed to the 
period when a tnan begins to aft for himself, 
and to be his own master. To this period 
children often look forward with impatience, 
as the beginning of their emoyment of life, as 
the time of liberty and of happiness.. AlaSt 
my brethren, how soon do we learn that this 
is a mikake! Happy is it for those who know 
this from the experience of others, before they 
learn it to their ruin l^om their own. Let 
tne entreat those who are yet young, and free 
from great crimes, to listen with attention, 
whilst I speak to them the language of expe* 
rience and truth. 

. Let it not b6 supposed that I wish to check 
the innocent cheerfulness of youth, or to dis« 
courage hope,, by representing the world as a 
state of continual disappointment and sorrow. 
I am far from considering it as such. Goo 
has given us many confifons, many pleasures; 
and I. only wish to secure these blessings, by 
teaching the young man to enjoy them like 
a Christian. At our entrance into life, we 
commonly possess many very great advan- 
tages, and Providence allows us to enjoy 
them. *' Rejoice, O young man, in tbyyouib, 
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and let tby hqrt cheer thee mth^ days of thy 
yoath/'* It is the season of heakh and 
vigour of body. The spirits havie not beea 
broken by afiiidion^and the heart beats high 
with hope. AH the pleasures of life have the 
charm pf npvelry, and we pursue them with 
pagerness^ Impa.ti€nt for liberty, and often 
feeling much confidence in our powers of body 
and Iniiid, nothing seetns too hard for us* 
Jlejoice» O young man: but dd not forget 
^* that fpr all these things/' if indulged bei^ 
yond their due limita, ** Goj} nv^l bring thee 
into judgment.'^ If youth be the season of 
pleasure, it is ^Isp the season of danger^ 
Ma;ny are the temptations to which it exposed 
every qian ; and from those temptations no 
B3an will escape, who is not guarded by firm 
pHnciples of religion. To this point, my 
young friends, the Christian preacher would 
wish to call your attention. Rejoice in the 
blessings Mhich God has given you j but 
never loge sight of this great truth, that our 
chief business in this world is to make our* 
pelves fit for Heaven. The pleasures of thi? 
life may be enjoyed, as far as can be done 
with innocence ; but they must never be the 
principal objeft of our pursuit. Perfeft liber« 
ty, and perleft happiness, are not allowed to 
man in this state of trial. Though we are n<^ 
. » Eccles. 3^1.9. . * 
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kxQ^r rei^^imd bj tfaej* audioritf of oitf 
parents, we must be&ir einer restrained by tb« 
•uthority of Gop» Tboogh happiness be 
the objc^ of aH our wishes, it is not placed 
tvithia reach m this world. The door of 
Paradise is shut* The aogel \^ich the flaming 
sword guards the -way of the tree of life. 
it can only be found by the narrow path of 
virtue, and opened tp .us by Him,, who is tlie 
way, Af^d tdbee tXQi^» sad the l\i^. Listen %o the 
great Captain of our sidvation ; ^^ If any tnan 
wtU tsone after me, let jbim take up his crost 
andioUow me/' ** Ye vmst through inudi 
tribiiia^ion enter, into the kingdom of God/' 
** In the world ye shall have tribulation ) 
but be^ g«pd cheer, I have overcomei the 
world *^* Qn ibis Jast great truth rests the 
Christian'? joy« . He wews the world as the ' 
appom^ pficth lo eternal glory. He ,expea« 
toiud in that.path tnany tboro^, as well as 
flowers. He knows that it k tfillcd with 
temptations which he must firmly resist, as 
well as with pleasures which iie may inno^ 
cently enjoy; but he knows that Christ has 
overcome the worlds Strong in his strength, 
he enters into life with calm and rational sa- 
.. ti&fiiiSion, prepared to meet with many plea* 
sures and many sorrows jbut as both wtll soon 
be over, hi& attentipn is chiefly fixed on a bet<» 
. • John KYI* 33. 
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ter country. He knows not whether he shall 
be prosperous or unfortunate during his pas* 
sage through the world, but he knows that in 
both situations he shall be exposed to teinpt<< 
ations ; and the wish of his heart, the ob^eft 
of his hope, the business of his life^ is to re« 
sist them. He is iirm unto death, in hopes 
that God will give him a crown of life. For 
this he does not trust fn his own strength, but 
in the grace and assistance of Him who was 
in all things tempted like as we are, yet with* 
out sin i who having himself overcome the 
world, despised its pleasures, and resisted its 
temptations, has left us an example that we 
should follow his steps. 

But as di&rent situations expose us to difw 
ferent dangers, it may perhaps be of use to 
make a few observations on the temptation^ 
to which young persons are commonly expo* 
sed, when they first enter into the world, and 
are allowed to think and z& for themselves. 

First, then, let me guard the young man 
agaiuvst temptations from within, and entreat 
bim to beware of vanity and presumption* 
•i hese arc very common faults in youth, and 
they often choke the seeds of every virtue. 
Experience will convince him of his error, 
but he may be ruined before he has learnt the 
sad lessons which are taught in that school. 
Let him not trLt to h\t> own strength, but 
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youths and with the humility of a Christin, 
kt him listea to the adviee of his friends, 
imd the Gommands of hi& Go2>. Let him 
pray for grace to overcome all the tempta* 
tionaofthew(»-Id, the flesh, and the Devil ( 
wdi not suppose that his own strength and 
wi^m 49 sufficient to do this» *^ Let him that 
thmKoth h0 standcth, take heed lest he &IL'^ 
Secomily, let him guard agarp«t tempts* 
tioQs from without, and avoid bad company^ 
This is, perhaps, the most dasgerons of att 
^ temptation. For bore man who is kd astray 
by love of vice, thousands are ruined by thie 
sedudions of others. The pleasure of enter* 
taining conversation, the fear of being laughed 
at, the dangerous arguments by which wicked 
men try to shake the religious principles of 
those whom they wish to ruin, amd that great 
enemy of weak minds, bad example; these 
are the snares which are often fatal lo inexpe- 
rienced youth* Let the servant of God guard 
his heart against them. Let him avoid every 
place where he will hear religion made the 
subject of ridicule. Let him avoid the a»« 
believer, the drunkard, the gamester, the lt« 
bert!^r>Let him be very careful in the choice 
ctf frUnda, and never seek the company of 
any but;ggQd nie«u With ibw h^nuiy be 
• I Cor. X* 14. 
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cheerful without danger, and happy with a 
safe conscience. 

Thirdly, let him guard against the tempt* 
ation of idleness. No man is so unlikely to 
fall into mischief, as he who is employed in 
honest industry* In this respefb the poor are 
far happier than the rich; and to thi^, per- 
haps,, it is owing that they escapemany ffces. 
When a man has nothing to do, he is almost 
ahvays tempted to do wrong. Let every young 
person shun idleness. Every man, and every 
Woman, may find some useful employment ; 
zad every hour which is spent in doing no* 
thing, should be considered as a misfortune, 
a disgrace^ and a temptation to sin. 

Lastly, let him guard against the tempta- 
tions of vice. When I exhort a well-educated 
and virtuous youth to avoid drunkenness^ 
gaming, adultery, murder; he will perhaps 
answer, as Hazaeldid to the prophet, << What! 
js thy servant a dog, that he should do this 
thing ?''* God grant that he may always 
hear of these vices with the same honest in- 
^ dignation ; but in order to this, he must not 
presume too much on his own strength, and 
be must carefully avoid all the temptations I 
Jiave already mentioned ; or he may be led on, 
ttep by step, till he lose his principles, his 
chaiaflc{^ his innocence, and his happiness^ 

iii..f3. 
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He may bd led on, ftll bnly the bitter tears of 
repentance oin preserve his soul, as well as his 
body, from ruin. I have already cautioned 
you against some of these enemies of our 
souls, and others shall be noticed hereafter. 

At present I will only mention one amongst 
the dangers which surround the inexperienced 
jodtkj and entreat him to avoid the society of 
bad women. Virtue is. never so lovely, or 
vice so odious, as in a woman. Let the 
young man attend to what is said on this 
subjeA in the Bible. ^^ The lips of a strange 
woman drop as a honey-comb^ and her mouth 
is smoother than oil; but her end is bitter as 
"wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword. 
Her feet go down to death, her steps take 
hold on Hell. Remove thy way from her, 
come not nigh the door of her house."* 

** A virtuous woman,'' says the same in- 
spired writer, '* is a crown to her husbandif* 
and happy is the man who is united to such 
an one by the sacred bond of marriage ; 
^ but whoremongers aad adulterers/' says 
St. Paul, I' God will judge,"! Before I 
conclude this subject, let me warn every one 
who hears me, against the dreadful guilt of 
corrupting an innocent woman to her ruin. 
However men may regard this crime,! scruple 
not to .say g . that, wliKen siU its dreadful const^ 

* Fror. T.<3* t Ptov.xB. 4« } Heb. toU 4* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i|traices are cotiskiered^ ijbe rdxadetet it far 
kss guilty than tfae sedooo; Tbey ivfao kill 
ijbe body^have no more tbait they cam da; 
but may every yom^ ivooian look ivi& hot* 
Tor on the wretc^^ who, under the pretence 
6f knre^ would rob her of h«r virtue, of the 
esteem of her fnetids, of her charader in 
this world, and fierhaps of her eternalfbp* 
piness in the next. At^ shall not God be 
aTdnged for such ^rimesr? Thiak not that the 
fiumber of criminals wiil- be any excuse 4n hit 
sight. I know that such mefi ave tiot always 
detested as. they ought to be. I fcnov that 
^ey are often found in all sodettes, aadeveu 
in the religious assemblies of Christians, if 
there be such a man in this congregatton, td 
him I speak; let him listen to the voice of 
truth. If thy wicked heart Intend tosedoce 
an innocent woman, and to lake advantage of 
her love for' thee to ruin her in this world 
an^tbe next ; I charge thee to consider^ the 
sn which thou art about to commit, and to 
tremble at the vengeance of an offended Goov 
The hour of vengeance must come, God 
grant that it may be ime^. God grau that 
the preacher may touch thee to thesoul, while 
hecallstheis to answer for thy ^rinieattfae 
judgment scat of Christ. There we must 
afl appear ; and bow wik thcM thtQ laeply xa 
tha pasents of the WiWaa ^tb«a hsiit rsodwod^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C m I 

when they thus charge thee in the presence 
of her Redeemer? *^ This child was theobjeft . 
of our fondest love, we reared her with the 
tenderest care, we taught her all we knew, we 
set her a good example, we brought her up ia 
the fear of God. She was innocent and hap* 
py; and we hoped that our declining years 
would be blesj^fc^-her growing virtues; but 
that man, that man whom she loved, who ^ 
pretdbded to love her, seduced her from the 
path of -virtue, plunged her in guilt, in shame, 
in ruin. At his hands we demand ^'nl^ child.*' 

But this is not all. Shourldst thou then see 
that woman, who was ruined by thee, ba- 
nished from heaven for thy sake, consid«rfor 
a moment what thou wilt then feel ! Could 
thy agony be greater, if all her sins and thy 
own should fall with tenfold vengeance on 
thy guilty head ? This is not a fable ; it is, 
it will be true. In vain m.ay a wicked world 
excuse such crimes, in vain may many part- 
ners in guilt persuade thee not to refleft gn 
the day of vengeance. The hour will come, 
it must be soon, it may be now, when thou 
shalt know and feel all the horrors of this 
blackest of crimes. O consider this, ye that 
forget God ; repent, and beg for mercy, 
before it be too late! 

To those who are not yet polluted with 
such aimes, allow me to repeat, in a few 

G 
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\wt6s9 the advice which has been oilered ; i 
evdex that it may make a more lasting impres- 
sion on the memory. Once more then, my 
yonng fHends^ let me entreat you to consider 
the noorld as a state of trials and youth as a 
time of danger. Let me beg you to guard 
against the temptations of vanity and pre- 
sumptionr, of bad company, of • idleness, and 
of vice. Above all, let me entreat you to 
•'•pemeraber your Creator in the days of your 
youth ;*** and' to study, and endeavour to 
imitate, the bright example of perfeft purity 
and freedom from every kind of vice, which 
Tvas presented to the world by Him, " who 
was in all things tempted like ai we are, ytt 
without sin.'^ 

To him, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost, be glory, iiow and for ever. Amen. 
• Eccles. xii, x. 



caaB 



d by Google 



SERMOK XI- 



ST. MATTHEW xix* 5. «. 



FOR THIS CAUSE SHALL A MAN LIA 
JtATHER AND MOTHBR, AND SHALL 
QLEAVE TO MIS WITH, AND THEY TWAIN 
SHALL BE ONE FLESH. WHEREFORE 
THEY ARE NO MORE TWAIN, BUT ONE 
FLESH. WHAT THEREFORE GOD HATH 
JOINED TOOETHER, LET NOT MAN PUT 
ASUNDER. 



I PROPOSE la ttus discourse to consider 
the duties of married persons, to e^ch 
other, and to their cjjildren, accQrdirig to 
what we learn on these subjedis from the 
Holy Scriptures*^ 

Id these particular situations of life, we 
cannot gain instruftion from the example of 
our Saviour, as he did not appear to us in 
the'charafter of a husband or a father; but 
in the words of nty text^'he expresses, in the 
' o a 
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strongest manner possible, bis approbation of 
the sacred engagement of marriage ; and his 
apostles particularly explain the duties which 
belong to it. St. Paul says,. " Wives sub- 
mit yourselves to your own husbands, as 
unto the Lord. Husbands love your wives, 
veven as Christ also loved the church, and 
gave himself for it."* St. Peter, who was 
himself a married man, direAs the wife to 
be in subje£Hon to the husband, and the 
husband to dweH with the wife, giving ho- 
nour to her as unto the weaker vessel, and as 
being heirs together of the grace of life j 
and St. John, in the Book of Revdation, 
sets the dignity of marriage in the strongest 
light, when he speaks of the union of Christ 
and his church under that title. It is indeed 
the glory <>( the Christian rdigion, that 
while it checks every approach to vice, and 
condenmseven a thought that is impure, 
it sanftifiesall the virtuous affeAions of our 
nature ; it connefts every relation of life with 
our duty to God; it bids us perform, for his 
sa&e, all those kind offices which even na- 
tural affefilon would lead u$ to perform for 
our own } while it sweetens the enjoyments, 
and lessens the sorrows, of love and friend- 
ship, by the hope which it gives of an eternal 
union with those who were most dear to us 
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en earth, in the presence of our Father wKo 
is in lieaven. 

To the sacred institution of marriage we 
.owe the greatest blessings which this imper- 
feft state affords, and to it we owe many of 
the virtues which will lead us to heaven. It 
was not good for man to be alone even in Pa- 
raaise, and therefore our gracious God formed 
an help meet for him. This world affords tio 
happiness equal to that of two pious and vir- 
tuous minds, united for ever by the sacred 
vow which they made in the presence of God, 
as well as by faithful and pure love; constantly 
endeavouring to make each other happy in 
this life^ and joining in the pra^ice of those 
duties which IccCd to still greater happiness in 
the next* Every a{): of kindness is then as 
much their pleasure, as it is their duty. Every 
word or action which contributes to the hap- 
piness of the objeft of their love, retumi 
with interest into their own bosom. Their 
tempers regulated, and their conduct secured, 
by religion ; no quarrels, no jealousies, will 
disturb their peace. Their interest being for 
ever united, their greatest pleasure is to assist* 
each other. With what del^ht will the 
husband labour for the objeft of his love, 
sure to be rewarded by seeing her happy ! 
With what delight will she prepare his cheer- 
ful fire and comfortable meal ; and m^et him 
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tvith smiles of duty and aflEe&ion ! If he he 
sick, she is his nurse; if he be distressed, 
«he is his comforter. Surrounded by smiling, 
healthy, happy children, with what transport 
will they unite in forming their infant minds 
fo piety and virtue! If tjiey live together tp 
a good old age, frotp such children they ipay 
expefi: support an^ comfort; and even whoi 
the hour of trial comes, and death calls tHe 
husband from the wife, or the wife ftom her 
husband; through all the anguish of that 
dreadful moment, they v^ill still hear a yoi<;e 
which tells them not to sorrow as those yiho 
have no hope^ apd they will look .forw^d to 
an eternal union in a happier world. 

'Such should be the happiness of the roar^ 
fiace state, but I ain very sory to say th^t 
jt is not often thus ; and I will endeavour to 
point out the faults which prevent it. In the 
first place, if we expeft happiness in mar- 
riage, we must be careful in our choice* Be 
not guided by the eye, by thefency of a mp- 
inent ; but enquire into the real charafter of 
the person with whom you are to pass your 
life. Has she been educated by virtuous 
parents,, or kas she by any oth^r means been 
well instrufted? Has she been accustomed 
tohonestindustry and frugality? Has she 
peen free from vice^ and does ?he dislike the 
^lompany of bad people ? Is she respefted vxi 
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beloved by those who -are good ; and Tbow 
all, has she a jiist sense oF her ^uty towards 
OoD? These are points upon which every 
prudent person, whether man or woman, 
would wish to be satisfied, before an engage- 
ment is formed which only death can dissolve. 
When that engagement is to be made, let 
each of the parties refleA on the sdemn na^ 
ture of iu In the awful {presence of Goo, 
they are to make avow, which binds them to 
the end of life. Let no man, let no woman^ 
dare to make that vow, without a firm reso- 
lution to perform it« That vow is recorded 
in Heaven, and the performance of it will be 
reqtiired at the judgment-seat of Goo. 

Secondly, do not exped too much from 
each other. We are all poor, weak, sinful 
creatures, and require that indulgence from 
our friends, which we all hope from our Cre- 
ator. We are too apt to exped that the ob- 
je£): of our love is to be without faults, and 
we are out of humour when we are disap- 
pointed ; but we should not form such esc- 
peftations. The best of us are often in the 
wrong, and true love will bear with faults 
which do not come from the heart. A man 
may be off his guard, and speak ^stily ; 
but a gentle and tender wife will not con- 
tradii^ him in the moment of anger or ill- 
bumeiiir^ Should he evea be guiky of gresy^cr 
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feults, however she •may grieve at it, she 
will not reproach him, but make u^e of a 
more favourable time to lead him back tb 
Tirtue. Let her always remember that she 
has promised obedience, and that God him- 
self has given the husband power over the 
-wife J but the gentle influence of a virtuous 
•and beloved wife is very great over everjr 
heart which is not hardened in vice. . Let 
her endeavour to preserve that influence by 
constaat good temper, by neatness, and in-* 
dnstry/ Let her always try to make him 
4iappy at home, as the best way to prevent 
his going into b?d company abroad. 

Let the husband never forget what he owes 
to the friend of his heart, to the wife of his 
bosom. Let him guard her from every danger, 
let him tenderly watch over her happiness, 
let him be indulgent to liitle faults, and let 
him love and cherish her virtues. Wonaen in 
general are disposed to be grateful and affecr 
tionate; and a man who deserves their love, 
will seldom fail to preserve it, especially if 
they have a proper sense of religion. Let 
each consider the other as their best friend, 
from whom they should never have any se- 
.crets, and of whom they should never com- 
plain to any other person. It is impossible 
that we can be perfectly happy in this world} 
ihere will be moments of discontent and dis- 
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appointment ; but they who are guided by ^ 
sense of duty, win always be ready to takef 
the first step towards feconciliation, and to 
sacrifice tbeir pride to their love. 

Thirdly, never dispute about trifles. II 
constant attention were paid to this, it would 
seldom happen that two well-meaning and 
good people could be unhappy. They must 
think alike in great matters, if both seek 
the rule of their conduA in the law of G6d j 
but trifles, which are not worth disputing^ 
often destroy the peace of a family. To 
guard against this, should be thie business 
of both, bi^ particularly of the wife, whose 
duty it is to yield in every thing which is 
not wicked^ 

Fourthly, never dispute before your child- 
ren. This is a very common fault, and it is 
the ruin of all proper authority. If one parent 
is to encourage and humour a child, while 
the other reproves hiiii; or if, while they 
teach him to be gentle and patient, they sei- 
him an example of perverseness and ilUhu* 
mour in their behaviour to each other, he 
will soon despise them both« Let the parents 
always support each other's authority ; let 
them set the example of every virtue which 
they wish the child to pradise, and let each 
of them teach their children to love and re- 
speifl the other. 
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Voq of all tb«« who ^pe c^Jtei tp B^?fpr«l 
this duty. Tq tfe«» Qqi> hg$ giwp « great 
Wessiog; forcl)i|d;'Qn ari^ hi^gitt^ w4 h&ppy 
^.th^nj^npq wbpw He vaucb«fes to. bp- 
^9W tl^wi* iiCt him Beyer opp«4iJr » fey»» 
IfUnily 4{| a h^d^hq)* If his be mt a^bie V» 
WW8twBrtbefp,.h|? b^a ?igbt to wpeft?*? 

fmm^ i b»t ^lje» tbjsy grow up, I h^\iw^ 
nwillt^ alB»?t s^lway^ sfcoa thaj a bfge 
Wnily,, \T<^1 bropg^it up, in th« &«■ pf OpJ&* 
apd l«J^it« of bon«5t ipdwty, Vfhg ye 4£Uh 
^Ito tl^eir par^ntiw aQd wit^ by mutual s£r 
fc^WBi it will (I s4y) \?» ^pst alws^yft appft, 
that they succeed best in the world> and ^XG 
zmjp^xk imt^ad of a bnrdePj to e^pb oAer. 
JRm if i»e «pfa the treetg flpivisib a/id t^ka 
deep rops, we m^st carefully form tbo t(5»d€r 
l^bgot. It must not be exposed to tbe cbiUing 
fr$^t pf unkindpe83, pr the copst^t suq^ioje 
of improper indulgence. We mpst trsuo it 
iatbcwjay tbs^t it should go, mi by c<m? 
Mmtc»:^ and gentle managemeat we p^g^t 
laisi^^ it to that state, of pcrle^ioip^ from 
ivbi^h tbe.bs^pl^si: frpits may be re^sonablj 
expected. It i^ indeed possible that tb^ 
best parent may be. dijsapppinted in the hop^ 
i%hich.h^had formed of bis childi bnt this 
does not often happen^ if coottuit and pni^ 
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dent care have been taken from iiifancy. 
Oa this subjed I wish to address myself parw 
ticularly to the mothers ; for they are cofii- 
loonJy entrusted with* this most importaoc 
part of edueatioa. The tempe* and di^pa- 
skion^ the habit of obedieficey aad the first 
principies of religion, ^should all be fomoed 
during the first six or seven yiaaw^ when the 
^bild is cbidSy under the care of the ihother. 
Women, if they are what they ought to he, 
aeem particularly suited te this task, from the 
gemlenefts and tenderness el their disposi* 
ti<»is, and the happy art which they possess 
of gainiflg aiSadion and softening abtbority 
by kindness. But they are apt to fall into 
some errors, from which I wish to guard 
them. They do not always consider the ab^ 
solute necesaity of teaching a child obedience 
from the very first. Before he can speak, 
he should learn this lesson^ which sooner 
or later mu&t be leantt by every created 
l^ang^ From infancy he i^ioul^ be taught, 
that nothijB^ is to be gained by passion or 
crying. Tbis it attended with very little dif- 
ficulty^ il it be donebefane any bad habits 
jaire formed, and cttnem wiU aooti make it 
easy to tbeehiid ;. tan we oftra see mot^rs^ 
and e^ciftO^ amongst t^ poor,, who never 
^tempt to -gnmm their childrenv t^i their 
lMri&pas«KaiiihainganQed;M ra strength^ 
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that they know not how to conquer them, 
except by methods which would never have 
.be^n necessary, if they had been taught 
obedience from the beginning. If a child 
have been accustomed from infancy to do 
what he is bid, and if his little heart have 
been gained by the kindness of a prudent 
mother, her displeasure will be his punish- 
ment, her praise will be his reward.. Rough 
language and blows are almost always proofs, 
that the parent did not know how to govern. 
It IS observed of one seft of Christians, who 
have a remarkable command over their pas- 
sions, that they never raise their voices in 
speaking to their children, or ever permit 
them to speak loud to each other. The 
good efFefts of this rule will be evident to all 
who steadily pursue it. The child will at- 
tend to the meaning of your words, instead 
of being frightened with the sound of them ; 
and will soon know that he is govemned like 
a reasonable creature, and not like a brute 
keast, which has no understanding. 

This point being once gained, and the 
child being accustomed to immediate and 
ready obedience, without dispute prmurmur, 
it remains that you use this power for his 
real gbod. Carefully watch the very first 
appearance of any thmg wrong m bis dis- 
position, and check it immediately* Care* 
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fujly guard against deceit. „. Teach him ta 
own his faults j and when he does so, forgive 
them ; bat convince him that they are faults* 
and must be rooted out. Above all, give him 
early impressions of religion ; teach him to 
fear God, and to tremble at the punishments 
prepared for the wicked in the next worlds 
These are what we all ought to fear. , 

As your children grow up, give them 
reason to consider their parents as their be^c 
frifsnds. Encourage them to open their hearts 
to you, and assist them in conquering their 
faults. Make use of every assistance you can 
procure, in teaching them their duty. Let 
them have such instruAion as you can afford, 
but do not attempt to put them above theif 
rapk in life, for it will only make them dis- 
contented and unhappy. If it be possible, 
never let them be idle; for idleness is the 
root of all evil. Children should have time 
to play as well as to work, but they should 
not get a habit of doing nothing. Accustom 
them to be a&ive, industrious, and neat. The 
more a man can do for himself, the less de- 
pendent 'he is upon other people. He who 
has learnt to be industrious and contented^ 
is rich ^ud happy. He who is idle and dis« 
contented^ must be poor and miserable. When 
your duldren are of an age to marry and 
settle^ prove your love for them by doing 
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every thmg in your power to make thenr 
happy. Assist them with your advice, and 
endeavour to prevent their being coQoe^e<& 
"with a person o( bad charader ; but do not 
suppose that you have any right to insist on 
their marrying any person against tbeiF own- 
inclination. In every thing s^ them a goo4 
example, and pray to God to bless thein. 

Such are the duties of husbands and wives, 
i»f parents and chiklren; and may Goi> of 
his infinite mercy grant, that all yibo humbly 
endeavour to perform them for his sake, and 
according to his commandment, may escape 
the greatest afflidiion which a good mind caB 
i^d; I mean the pain of knowing that chose 
\vhom they love most are unwc^tky of that 
love— the pain of seeing all their care and 
tenderness repaid with ingratitude. May alt 
*who have done their part with dHigence, be 
rewarded t^ seeing the blessed efFeAs of 
their care; may- the husband and wife, the 
paven^ and cbitd, love and hkas each o^r > 
may th^ Unrte in serving 6on iakhfolty ofi 
eardi, and in glorifying hi» name for ever in 
Heaven ! ' 
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^OR VE KNO\y THB oaACE OF OUR LORB 
JESUSI ClfRIST^ THAT THOyCfl HE WAf 
KICH, VET FOR YOUR SAKES HE BEOAMf 
pqO.^,THAT VE THULOUOl^ ftl^t POVERTY 
^XGHT &£ RICH. 

H^ AVINO CQifsidered the duiiea which 
W€ aii ow« to QoD^ and some of those 
^hich panicular sitii^tion$,of life require f«Qi» 
ua, as children, as> buabaodsy as parents ; I 
will» in the presmt; discourse, address mys^ 
particularly to those ^bo depend on their okr 
ijadustry, with thebJassingof God, for their 
«t}|:{port; and naake some obs^vations which 
r^latfC principalljir to their situation in life, 
j^ Whatever opioioa men mzy form of the 
advaotage^ttcnciaBt oa xichea^ and how^var 
they may despise poverty, it apples frooi 
the Gospel^ that these things are not so j?o- 
garded by Him wha made bptli i^e riidi and 
xhs.fgBf^lM^ find that oar Sayiour CuiUMr 
hid himself froiftthojCxVi^lia would have made 
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him a king, and that for our sakcs he became 
poor. ^ We are told that he was born in a 
stable, and laid in a manger; that he was 
supposed to be the son of a carpenter ; that 
he was so poor, that it was necessarylfor 
him to work a miracle, in order to pay the 
accustomed tribute; and he describes his 
own situation in these remarkable words, — 
v^* Foxes have holes, and the birds of the 
air have nests; but the Son of Man hath 
not where to lay his head.^f ^uch was the 
situation in which the Lord of heaven and 
earth was pleased to appear amongst men ; 
and by doing so he has exalted the humble, 
and made his example particularly useful 
to the poor. He did not appear in the 
charaftcr of a rich man, of a conqueror, of 
a statesman, or of a monarch ; but the poor 
man sees his Saviour perform all the duties 
of his own situation in life, and may leant 
from him ' humility, patience, and resigna- 
tion. To him then let us look for the pat- 
tern of every virtue, while we consider the 
iluties which belong to an humble station 
in this world ; and let us learn tm reverence 
that station in which the Son of God did 
not disdain to appear^ 

/ i Many, v^ho pretend to wish well to the 
poor, ^ideavour to make them discontented 
* Luke ix* 5^ 
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.with their condition in this life, by telling 
them that all men are equal, and representing 
all the distinctions of rank and fortune as an 
attack on the just rights of the poor, t^o 
much has been said on this subjed of late, 
that I am anxious to remove the impression 
which such artful reasoners sometimes make 
on weak or ignorant minds ; and I request 
your attention, while I lay before you the real 
state of things in this world. That all men 
are bom equal, is very far from the truth. 
All are indeed bo/n weak and helpless, and 
dependent even for food on the assistance of 
others j-ttut it is certain that some children are 
bom with much more strength of body than 
others ; and some with much more strength 
of mind; and it is equally certain, that some 
are bora rich, and others poor, according to 
the will of God, who alone orders whether 
any man shall come into the world in a pa- 
lace, or in a cottage, but in which ever it be, 
be has a right to share the inheritance of bk 
father, according to the laws of his country* _ 
Thus men are born unequal; and the neces- 
sary consequence is, that through life some 
will be stronger, some wiU be wiser, and 
some wiU be richer than others. ^<No man^ 
who believes what he reads in his Bible, can 
doubt that this was the intention of Pro* 
videncej for from the very first, God gave 
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power to the husband over the wife, to the 
father over his children, and even to the elder 
brother over the younger, as appears by the 
story of Cain and Abel.* It must be ac- 
knowledged, that this dispensation of Provi- 
dence places some men in a more comfortable 
situation than others } for poverty and ns^ked- 
pess, cold and hung^ are great evils; Hsd 
we might reasonably wcmder that sosoe of tbe 
children of Goj^ should enjoy a much htgfB^ 
portion of the good things of this world than 
others, if our jshort life on earth were all we 
bsul to consider. But this'is the fatal mistake 
which has rpiqed thousands, and in our owa 
times ha^ made the world a field of blood. 
M^ consider this life as a time of enjoyment, 
x^t as a time of trial ; and findbg themselves 
less happy than some of their neighbours, 
they try to make all equal, and in doing so, 
they make all miserable* Let us therefore 
consider the world as the Holy Scripture 
represents it. 

We are never taught to view this world as 
a state of happiness, though many blessings 
^re bestowed to support us in our passage 
through it. This life is called a journey, a 
warfare, a pilgrimage; we are told that here 
we have no abiding-place, but that through 
^ucb tribulation we must enter into tbe king- 

♦ GsD. iv, 7* 
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dom of God. '^Our business here is tp pre- 
pare for heaven ; and whatever be the state 
in which we are most likely to work out our 
salvation, and obtain the favour of Gop ; 
that is the state in which a wise and a good 
man would wish to be placed. K Our gracious 
Gop h^s bfien pleased to order that dif- 
ferent men shoul4 be tried in different ways. 
He has appointed dijOEerent rapks sunongst 
Bjiankind, apd He has coipmanded us to sub 
mit t9 tJbQse whom He has set over us, for 
^is ^ake. Vfhy que roan was l)om a king, 
find another a b^gar, is knowQ to Gap 
^opej bu^ if they serve |iiqi fairttfally k| 
tojeir difierent stations, hot^ will be accepted 
by jiiiinj and though ^'eare not all equal 
when we conje into this life, y/q qertainly acp 
fo when we go out of it, e^^cept in what is 
the consequence of our own good or bad 
condufi here. We are indeed often mistaken, 
in thinking that they who are born in a hig|i 
station are the happiest, even in this world } 
and many a sleepless night is spent by those- 
who govern kingdoms, to secure thie peace 
of the poor man's cottage; but this is not 
the point which ought to be considered by 
the heir of immortal glory* Whiether w^e 
are clothed in purple, and fare sumptuously 
every day, or whether we lie at the gate full 
of sores i whether we sleep on a bed of down. 
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or, like our blessed Lord, have not where to 
lay our head; still a few more days and nights 
must put an end to these dtsiinftions. The 
rich and the poor must alike rest in the grave, 
the rich and the poor must alike rise to judg- 
ment, the rich and the poor must alike be 
sentenced to eternal happiness or misery. 

If we consider the good of the whole com- 
munity, even in this world, it is easy to 
prove, that different ranks in society contri- 
bute much to the happiness of mankind. 
There must be spme men appointed to make 
laws for the proteAion of all, or the strong 
would oppress the weak. There must be 
some to defend the rest, or the country would 
be a prey to every invader, and none could 
eat the fruit of his own industry. There 
must be some rich, or those who meet with 
misfortunes could hope for no relief. There 
must be a king, to be the common father and 
friend of all, to direft the execution of the 
laws, to restrain vice, andtoproteft innocence. 

If all these do their duty, all contribute to 
the welfare of the poor, and all have reason 
to love each other, and to unite ifi praisincj 
God for the blessings of a well-ordered go- 
vernment. But if we view this world as a 
state of trial, then the only point to be consi- 
dered is, in what situation a man is most 
likely to work out his salvation, and attaia 
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everlasting happiness ; and considering it in 
this light, which is certainly the true one, 1 
believe it will be found that the rich are not 
to be envied, and that those are happiest, 
whom Providence has placed in an humbler 
station. We are all taught to pray that 
God would not lead us into temptation ; and 
many certainly are the temptations which the 
rich and prosperous must withstand, if they 
will do their duty ; many are the vices which 
they are led to commit, from which poverty 
secures those who cannot mix in scenes of 
riot and unlawful pleasure. And will nol 
any njan, who knows the value of eternal 
happiness, consider this as a blessing? Will 
he not thank God, that he was taught in 
the school of poverty to set his affeftions oa 
things above ? 

It is indeed true that extreme distress 
brings temptations of a diiferent kind j and 
^ if we were at liberty to choose for ourselves, 
every wise man would say with Agur in the 
book of Proverbs,* " Give me neither po^ 
verty nor riches, feed me with food conve- 
nient for me, lest I be full, and deny Thee, 
and say who is the Lord ? or lest I be poor„ 
and steal, and take the name of my God in 
vain." But He^ who best knows what is 
£t for us, has not left us this choice. He has 
* Proverbs xxx. S| 9. 
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placed us m different situations, and has com* 
inanded all to do the duties of that state, to 
Vfhkh He has been pleased to call them : 
while He offers to all his grace and assistsmce 
in this life, and eternal happiness in the next* 
Let no Christian, therefore, presume to re- 
pine at the order of Providence; bbt let each 
consider the particular duties of his own 
itation, and endeavour to perform theiti. 

I will now point out some of the duties of 
that rank in life, which oiir Saviour was 
pleased to assume, and of which he has left 
uf a glorious example. x:it is the duty of th*' 
poor to be contented^ add never to murmur 
at? thfc dispensations of Providence. If we 
are pcrfijftly convinced of this great truth, 
that all the events of life are direftied by an 
all-wise and good God, who orders them id 
the way that is best for us, and will at last 
make all work together for good to those 
who love Him, we shall be ready to follow 
theexampic of Christ, and to say, " Not 
injvwiH, but thine be done! ^ 
'^It is the duty of the' poor to b^ Industrious. 
FjKJm the beginnm^ God commanded man 
tOf labour. " lu^ the sw^at of thy face stialf 
thou ekt bwadi"* was the tentente^ passed' 
oneva^soh of Adam. v!fevely mati is com- 
manded to enlploy those talentts which God 
♦ Geti/iii 19'. 
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has given him, and none is allowed tobeidte. 
Every man living ought to say with his Sa- 
viour, '* I must work the work of God/* 
But the poor man is particularly obliged to 
be industrious, lest distress should tempt him 
to dishonesty. This is a point of great im- 
portance, and should be considered with 
attention. When a man, by idlen^s or vice, 
has redticed himself to- such poverty that he 
cannot procure the necessaries of life, he is 
sometimes tempted to commit anions, on 
which, at other times, he would have trem- 
bled to think. For this reason it is very 
important that young persons should be 
taught some means of gaining an honest 
maintenance, and they should also be tau|;ht 
to be striaiy just and honest in all their 
anions* One important step towardHhis is 
the habit of constantly speaking truth- The 
falshood and deceit which are continually* 
praj£Hsed in the world, and partictilarty in' 
trade, are a disgrace to a Chri^ian cotintry. 
Many a man, w^ Would not steal his ne^h- 
bonr*5 moacy, will yet by lies and deceit 
lead him to spmd it for daoi^d gDods« 
Maity a iliad, who Would be offiidded if he 
\g.ere called>a liar^ will evety day mak^ pro- 
mises to his: cust&mer^ ,which hd nevet*^ in^ 
tendi to perform. Many a man, who wouki ' 
wish to be- thought a goo4 subjefi a&d an 
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honest man, will yet gain a scandalous profit 
by smuggling, in d^ance of the laws of his 
country. Many, who would not steal a 
purse, will take up goods for which they 
know that they cannot pay, and injure the 
honest trader by false pretences and deceitful 
promises. * Yet all these pretend to be fol- 
lowers of Him *' who' did no sin, neither 
was guile found in his mouth ;*** of Him 
who came to guide us into all truth ; for 
" whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are of good report,"t all 
may .be learnt from the glorious example of 
Chmst. 

The best rule for the general conduft of 
our lives in all our dealings with other men 
is that which our Saviour gives us in his admi- 
Tdblc sermon on the Mount : *' Whatsocveir 
ye would that men should do utJto you, do 
ye even so to them.'* Every Christian should 
try his dealings with others by this rule. Are 
you a farmer ? Consider bow you would 
wish to be treated, if you were a poor labour- 
ing man? Are you a labourer? Consider 
how you would wish your work to be done, 
if you were a farmer* Are you a shq>keeper?. 
Consider how you would like to be deceived 
in goods which you wanted to buy. Are 
• X Pet. iu aa. t Phil. it. 8. 
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you in \<^ant of Vfhzt is sold in that shop ? 
Consider whether you would not expert a 
reasonable profit^ if you were a shopkeeper. 
Thus, in every transadion put yourself in 
che place of the person with wKop you ar6 
to deal, consider how you would then wis^i 
to be treated, and do what in that case you 
.would wish should be done unto you. 
^^•'Bcfore I finish this address to the poor, 
let me exhort them^ from the precepts and 
example of Christ, to pay a dutiful and 
constant obedience to the laws of their coun- 
try. 4^ No man who looks into his Bible can 
doubt that this is the duty of every Christ- 
ian; and in this hiappy land the poor are 
particularly bound to ful61 it, as there is 
perhaps no country in the world where they 
are so well protefted by the laws.»^n this 
country, and at this time, it may truly be said, 
that the King is the Father of his people, 
and that the rich are in most instances the 
guardians and protedors of the poon*^imes 
of distress and scarcity may be sent by Pro- 
vidence for the punishment of a sinful na* 
tion : but let not any man, who knows that 
tl^ Lord is King, murmur at his dispen- 
sations. Riot and rebelhon must increase 
the evil, how great soever it may be ; while 
patient submission to the will of 600, land 
charitable assistance afforded to each other, 
a 
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•v^ill lessen the distress to all. In such tim<!^^ 
we know that what can be done, by (he ^is* 
dom of our laws, and by that hutnaBitf^ 
which is the glory of our country, will not 
be wanting. If these are not sufficient to 
remove the distress, we must trust in God, 
and patiently wait his time. Calamities, 
which appear the most alarming, are often 
removed by the gracious providence of Goi>, 
when we least expeA it ; and when human 
wisdom fails, stilt it often happens that God 
shews us a way to escape. In Him thep let 
the poor man trust, and if all that he can do 
be not sufficient for the support of his family, 
kt him remember ihe words of David, " I 
have been young and now am old, and yet 
saw I never the righteous forsaken, nor his 
seed begging their bread."* The man, who, 
after having done his utmost to gain an honest 
livelihood, casts all his care on God,~ and 
places his helpless wife and children under his 
proteftion, that man need not fear either for 
them or for himself* His 'pfracious God will 
relieve his distress, or will call him to receive 
the reward of his patience and submission 
in a happier world. Let every man grate- 
fully acknowledge the blessing of good laws* 
Let him never forget the duty and loyalty 
whicb he owes to ^a good King. Let him 
* Psalm xxxfvizss 
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faithfully obey those laws, and renounce all 
dishonest gains. When tlie country is pros* 
perous and happy, let him .eat the fruits of 
honest labour with a grsteful and cheerful 
hearts When God is pleased to send distress, 
let him support bis share of it with patience, 
and do every thing in his power to lessen the 
distresses of others^ and if ft be the will of 
God that this great and severe trial should 
ccMltinue, dtttt letuisail say with the prophet, 
and let m say it from cm heaciSy ^* Although 
the fig tree:^ia^ll not bbss^ii,. neither shall 
fruit be in the vine^; the laboor «f the olive 
shall fail, and the fields, shall yield' oo msat ; 
the fiock shaU be.<mt off from the f<Mf and 
there shall be no herd ia the stalls ; yet I 
will rejoice in the Lord, J will jcy in the 
God of my satvatioiu"* To Him be gimy 
now and for even Ametu 

* Hab* iii- 15. 
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SERMON XIIL 

ACTS X. 38. 
-WHO WENT ABOUT DOING GOOD. 

THE enemies, as well as the disciples, of 
our blessed Saviour, haye in every age 
borne witness to the bepevolence of his cha* 
ra^r^ and have owned that cbsu'ity is iht 
£\orj of that religion which he taught, That 
he went about doing good, that the woQders 
of his power were displs^ed in.shewiog mercy 
and pity; that hf lived to instru^, to assist, 
jmd to relieve, those whom he died to save; 
these are truths which are .confessed by all 
who believe the scripturejs. He was sent 
to Ileal the broken in heart; none ever ap- 
plied to him for relief in vain. He shed te^rs 
at the tomb of Lazarus. He had compassion 
ion the unhappy widow who had lost her only 
. son. He felt for all who were in affli£^ion. 
^ Even those who had least reason to expefi 
it, shared^ his pity. He wept over that im- 
gratefal city in which his sacred blood was 
to be shed; the last miracle before his death 
was performed to heal one of the soldiers 
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Vfho were sent to take hlni ; and he prayeiJ 
for his murdererSt while he hung bleeding on 
the cross. His parables, as veil as his mi- 
racles, every where abound in proofs of thi» - 
exalted virtue* < His Sermon on the Mount 
contains the noblest lessons of humani^tj. 
This virtue was displayed in every part of 
his lifcy and he recommended it in hrs last 
charge to his disciples, ^^ A new commwd* 
ment I give unto you, that ye love one ano- 
ther, as I have loved you/'t The cfFeft of 
these instrudions was for some time so re* 
markable amongst the disdpies of our Lord, 
that it led the heathens to say, ^* See how 
these Christians love one another." 

Alasf my brethren, were thoseheathens to 
take a view jof many countries where this di* 
vine religion has been for ages established, 
would they now have reason tpsay, $eehow 
these Christians love one another ? Yet if 
«-^^uchbe the true spirit of the Gospel, can 
those pretend to be the disciples of Christ^ 
who seek only their own advantage or plea- 
sure, who injury and oppress their neigh* 
bours ? Certainly not. The Christian must 
constantly endeavour to do good. Following 
the example of his great Master, he will 
comfort the af&iAed, support the weak, and 
heal the broken in heart. He will, as ibr at 
t John xiii. 34, 
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lies in his power, deal out his. bread to the 
hungry, clothe the naked, and visit the sick. 
It is not enough that ^ve do no harm, that 
none can accuse us of dishonesty or cruelty. 
We must do good. The world is full of sor- 
rows, and it is the duty of the Christian to 
relieve them. It may be said, and with truth, 
that charity is the glory of this nation ; and 
perhaps there never was a country io which 
so much attention was paid to lessen the 
safierings of the poor. The constant relief 
afforded to them by parish rates, th^ estar 
blishment of such numbers of sdKiols and 
hospitatis, and the large sums given in private 
charity, are as honourable to the rich, as thejr 
are useful to the poor. These things should 
be thankfully acknowledged by those who 
receive such comfort ; and God grant that 
they may bring down a blessing on the heads' 
of those who give; that all may be united 
by the sacred bond of kindness and gratitude; 
and all, in their different stations, may be 
thankful for the blessings they enjoy from 
regular and just government, proper subor- 
dination, and Christian charity. But while 
we give due praise to those amongst the 
higher classes who praftise this heavenly 
virtue, the poor may possibly think that no- 
thing which can be said on this subjed relates 
to them. They have perhaps nothing to give; 
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their hardest labour only procures necessarfes; 
for thcvT farailies. They cannot enjoy the 
pleasure of doing good, they cannot share in 
the blessings promised to those who thus fol- 
low the example of their Lord. This, my 
beloved brethren, is a very common, but it is 
a very great mistake} and it shall be ray busi- 
ness in tlm discourse to point out the duty 
of th« poor in this respeft, and to shew thenr 
haw tliy may contribute to the happiness of 
their fellow-creatures ; and draw down on 
their own l^ads the blessing of God. 

In <^der to prove this, let me b^ you to 
take a view of the principal distresses to 
which we are subjeil in our passage through 
this world, aad to consider how few of them 
can be relieved by money only. When we** 
are tortured by pain, will money remove it ? 
Whai we have lost a darling child, will riches ^ 
bring hip back again ? When wesink under 
a sense of guilt, and' tremble at approaching 
punishment, will riches heal the wounded 
heart ? In all these and many other sofrows, 
what can tiie rich niaa do more than the poor 
to comfort the affliSed ? But both' may do 
much. If your friend be sick, you wham be 
knows and loves may gpeak comfort to his 
heart ; you may watch by his side during the 
tedk)us sleepness night, you may prepare hi^ 
food or medicine, and by all the tender officer 
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of friendship, you may greatly lessen the 
sufferiDgs which the wealth of worlds could 
not remove. You may do this for your 
neighbour, though he be not your particular 
friaod; you may do it even for your enemy* 
And will not Goo bless you for such a6Vions, 
as much as He would have done, if you had 
been able and willing to give money in order 
to hire a nurse to do such offices for the sick I 
This is all that riches could do; but the nurse 
who is thus hired, will not give the same 
comfort to the sti&rer as the wellknowo 
voice of a friend or neighbour* She cannot 
give the same comfort as the unexpe^led as* 
sistance of a person who had perhaps reason 
to be offended with him,*^ but who forgives 
*«is he hopes to be forgiven, . 

If it have pleased God to deprive a parent 
of his child, riches cannot bring him back 
again ; but even in the deepest affliAion, what 
iieart is insensible to the voice of kindness ? 
In vain might you. offer money to the poor 
mourqer; that is not what he wants, . But 
9k by bis ^ide in silence, share his grief, mix 
your tears \fi\ih his, and when you find a 
propier moment in which to offer consolation, 
t^lk to bimof the promises of God, Tell 
him of that glorious place where all that he 
has lost ^ili be restored; where friends will 
meet, to part no more* Perform the duty of 
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the lost child to the aged parent; assist hitn ; 
take care of him; forgive him, if at first hei 
dnnot thank you as he would wish, in time 
his mind will be more composed, he ii^lU l)e 
resigned to the will of GoD, he wilf feel youi* 
kindness, and his soul will bless you. If it 
have pleased GO0 to deprive a child of his 
parent, take care of the poor orphan ; give 
him your advice, your assistance ; tell hiitt 
that he has still a Father in heaven, who will 
never leave nor forsake him. 

Is any unhappy wanderer from the right 
jpath recalled to a sense of his duty by-som* 
mercTfuI judgment of God? Does he feel the 
weight of his «ins, and tremble at the punish- 
ment which he has reason to dread? There 
h no sorrow like tbis,*^ and it is one for which 
the, wealth of worlds could aflFord no relief.' 
• But speak to that man of the mercy of God; 
tell him of a loving Saviour, who. died for 
him, and for us all. Tell him that pardon 
is offered, even to the greatest of sinners, if 
they will believe and repent. Convince him 
that what he suSers m this world' is sent in 
mercy to save his sout in the great day of the 
Lord. Advise him to throw himself at the 
feet of his offended Got>; to leave off from 
sin 'r and humbly on hi J knees to beg that ' 
mercy, whrch' will, never be rcfiised to the 
frucpenitent. Tumi to ihfc sacred scriptures. 
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Speak of Him who came tp seek and to save 
that which was lost. Tell him of a weeping 
Magdalen who was forgiven because^ she 
Joved much. Tel! him of a penitent thief, 
to whom his Saviour promised the blessings 
of paradise. If you cannot succeed iii com- 
posing his min^, persuade him to apply to 
those who are commissioned by Christ to 
feed his flock with heavenly food. Should 
that man, instead of a desponding sinner, 
become an accepted penitent, you have done 
more good thin those whose wealth has kept 
thousands from perishing with hunger. One 
^mmortal soul is of far more importance. 

Even in those cases where money is most : 
wanted, think not that you can only do good 
with a purse in your hand. Those who have 
wealth, employ it nobly in assisting the poor; 
but those who have none may still assist by 
advice and by example. If your poorneigh- 
bour see you always contented and cheerful, 
if he see that by honest industry you strug- 
gle through hardships as great . as his own, 
he will be encouraged to do likewise. If he 
see that you put your trOst in God, and are 
suppqrted, he may be led to do the same j 
and surely Tie who relieves our wants^, does 
not Ualf so much for our real advantage, as 
he^ who teaches us to bear them like Christ-:. 
lAs. If you can do nbtliing etee, youcsto 
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I^ray for the unfortunate ; and we know, that 
*• the efFe<5lual fervent prayer of a righteous 
fiian availeth much."* 

Let no servant of God ever suppose that 
he has nothmg to do. Wfi may be called to 
work in different parts of our Lord's viuje- 
yard, but every ofte has his appointed task. 
We may do good by our advice, we may do 
good by our example, we may do good by 
our prayers. In youth we may assist others^ 
by our labour, aiid through life by our kifid^ 
fless; even in our last moments we may 
still do good, Shd if it be too late to shew 
others how to Kve, we may still teach th^m 
how to die. 

By bearing one another's burthens, wd 
lighten the load to kll. I will venture to assure 
all who hear me^ (and I appeal for the tfuth^ 
of what I say to the experience of every ge- 
nerous heart,) that the best comfort in our 
own affliftion is endeavouring to make others 
happy. No man was ever tired of life, whilst 
he was employed in doinggood* Whoever^ 
thou art who feelest thy mind oppressed with" 
^ sorrow, thy spirits sunk, thy adlivity gone^ 
if the world present no objeft which seems* 
worthy of thy care, if thou view it with, 
weariness and disgust, one remedy remains.* 
Cousider if it be possible for thee iiia«iy%ay: 
,f^ * Janws V. l6. 
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./whatever to da goo4* This i&possiUe m 
every dtoation. Do it without delay ; exert 
all thy power for the happioesi of others^ 
wd tnou wtk find thy own. And ye who 
itilltbiok that poverty prevems yo«r being 
of mndi me to others, let ma entreat you, 
in the last pbice^ tp consider that onr Saviour 
and his Aposiies, and almost att the first 
Chf JstianS) were poor ; and that no other men 
ever did so mnch good Onr Lord had not 
where to lay his bead. St, Peter says, ^^ sil- 
ver and gold have I none/^^ St. Paul main« 
tained himself by working with his hands. 
The saints at Jerusalem were snpported by 
the charity of a distant church and nation^ 
Tet these were the men who S|n-ead blessings 
over the whole earth, and whose example 
we.^KK^ht all to imitate. We cannot indeed 
woA miracles, as some of them did, bot still 
we may do much. We cannpt restore the 
blind to sight ; but we can be eyes to the 
blind^ by assisting and supporting him. We 
canneit bid the lame man rise up and walk ; 
but we can lead him on his way. We cannot 
beal the ^ck, but we can comfort them ; we 
can assist them with medkme or food, and 
p-eatl y ieslen their sufferings. And there is 
one or the works of mercy which our Saviour 
poifics out as the effed of his appearance on^ 
• AassLi. 
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ardi, m which all may attist- ^* The jpttdf^^ 
says hc^ "have the Gospel -preached to 
them*"* Wisdom is at) longer eoofiifed t6 
a few, but all men are now c^led to hear klM 
glad tidings of; aaiTation. : AU are caHdd to 
$hare io that mercy^ which: is offewd thiroa^ 
Christ TtQ> the wfaok wodd* AtuI' h^^ 
any brQ(hr«»i, aH may endeawor to iiftiibie 
the exampkpf our Sairtoiir and hia Apds-i 
ties. We are not ^\nd6cd all o^d to yat^sc^^ 
but wc may all spealc ta each other: of thtf 
loving-ikinlne^ of the LokD. If ng^ do tUt^ 
and try to' lead o«un poor affli£led brother tifii 
the Fathorpf Mercy ^ and Goo of ailcomiWt^; 
if our advice dnd ^^aaa^3le indudehfrntofiecffe 
tfapse tbjnga which belong to his peaeci % vii 
have done miich more good tbaor'those wbo9 
have the fioverjittf heal bia skkoess, otf relieve 
his wanis^ ' If wt^ttaio.np cor children jn^ the 
way of godliness^ if y^t teach 'them Kx; be iaif 
dustrious and contented^ we give ^hem>thd 
best and mQ$t vahiable rkbes. And i{^ by) 
precept or example^ yon inatroA otfaersctfaat^ 
*^j;p(Uine«»wit;hcofiteatBmit isgteacgain;"t} 
and \€9d them to> trost in Goj)» 2did to obejr' 
his iaw^^* instead of beihg.idle^ 'disiioneat^^ 
swearers, drunkards, ihieves^orJiarsj inrhictei 
WG^ld rtiin, their souls for ever ; can^ th^ be> 
a doubt^that y4>u:havie done more ^oimI iksmi 

^ Matt* xi. 5* -^ t ■'f'^H' I Tim. vt« $. 
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those do, who by giviirg money can only les-^ 
sen the miseries which such crimes produce ? 
Think not that such labours of love will be 
of no account with Him who reckoneth with 
every man according to what he hath, and 
not according to what he hath not. We are 
told that at the great day He will say to th^ 
righteous, who have fed the hungry and 
clothed the naked, " Forasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me." Surely, 
then, He will not look with less favour on 
those who have taught the unfortunate to 
turn these sorrows into blessings, by setting 
them an example of Christian resignation ; 
who have fed the hungry with the bread of 
I'fe, and visited the sick and the prisoner, to 
give them heavenly consolation. These are 
the greatest afts of charity <vhich one Christ- 
ian can perform to another ; and they may 
be performed by all. Let no man therefore, 
however poor, however unhappy he may be, 
let no man suppose that he is to think only 
of himself; but let him remember, that 
though we are called to assist each other in 
different ways, all may and must do g6od. 
Every day, in which we have not contribu- 
ted, in some way or other, to the happiness, 
the assistance, or the improvement of our fel-' 
law Christian*, should be considered ae lost. 
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And let not those who feel that they cannot 
do much^ be afiraid of losing their reward, 
while they do all they can. The widow's 
mite was accepted by Christ, and declared 
to be of more value than the large offerings 
of the rich. Do all you can ; by giving mo- 
ney if you have it, and 'if not, by friendly 
assistance, by advice, and by example ; and 
when nothing elae remains to give for the 
relief of<he unfortunate, give him your pray- 
ers. The prayer* of faith may heal the ^ick, 
when all the skill of the physician fails. The 
prayer of faith may reach the Throne of 
Mercy, and bring d6wn blessings bh his 
head, and on your dwn. Perhaps, when we 
all meet in another world, the poor suffereri 
may thank you fof it, more .than for any 
assistance whicli money could have afforded 
him. And He who went aboiit doing good, 
and who has commanded us all to go and do 
likewise,' He will not forget your labour. of 
love ; ' but will say to every one who has 
done the best he could, ^' Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant, thou hast beeft 
faithful aver a few things^ I will make thee 
ruler over many things. Enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord !'** 

♦ Matt. XXV. ai. 

a -^ • " ^ - \; .: ' ' 
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SERMON XIV. 



¥T. LUKE nil. 42. 
NOT MV Wli.!.) BUT THlKB Bt DONE. 



WHEN the oDij-begorteo Son of God 
left tbc bosom of bis Father, and 
took upon him the nature of man, he was 
also pleased to take on himself the sorrows. 
to wbkh men are subjed, and greater than 
apy other man ever felt. ** He was despised 
a^d rejeAed of men, a man of sorrows and 
acgt^ainted with grief. He was affliAed and 
tormented* H6 was led as a Iamb to the 
slaughter/'* But amidst all these dreadful 
trials he has left us a glorious example of 
patience, and resignation to the will of God. 
In his agony in the gard^, when be appear&^ 
to have felt such anguish as never was ]n«> 
flified on apy other man, when ^^ his sweat 
was as it were great drops of blood, falling. 

^ ^ Imak liii, $9 J* 
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down to the ground ;''* he then taught M 
how every good man should meet the severest 
trials which can befal him. He prayed ear- 
nestly, that if it were possible^ God would 
remove this cup from him, but immediately 
he adds, ** Not my will, but thine be done." 
With this example ever before our eyes, I 
will consider the situation of a Christian under 
those afflidtons, which at some time or ether 
of our lives are the lot of all ; and will point 
out the conduct which the Gospel requiref 
from him* In order to make what I wish to 
say on this subje<f^ mpre clear and distind^ 
I will mention, first, the sorrows which we, 
receive immediately from the hand of €iod ;- 
secondly, those which are infliAed U|5dn jus 
by men ; and lastly, those which we brin^ . 
pn ourselves. 

The sorrows which we receive from the 
hand of God, are often great ; but they art 
almost always, in the course of our lives^ 
mixed with many and great metcies. Wc 
have many days of health for one day of 
sickness, many' hours of ease for one of 
pain, many comforts to balance one affile* 
tion* This oUght to be gratefully acknow* 
ledged, even when the day^ of trial comes j 
and we should say with Job, *^ Shall we 
receive good at the hand of God, and shall 
* Lttkexxii«44. 
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^W not receive ev^? Jh^ Lord gave and 
tbe Loud hath takea away* Blessed be the 
otmeof the I^ord.*'* But atill tli^ day of 
trial aiiwt comp, and we ought to be prepared 
to meet it. The ^loet common trials which 
we experience from ,the band of Goo, are 
sicEnests, povierty, aud the loss of friends. 
Qbt ^€St supper tin all these is tbe 6rm belief 
that every affl^ioo k eem in naer cy, to raakc 
us more virtuous and more happy; It is an 
undoubted truths which I wish to impress 
on the minds of all who hear me, that we 
never can be perfcflly happy^ in tbi> worMU 
or the joexi, till we have learnt mbnsi$aioQ tor 
the wHI of Gox>, and have renounced .evciy 
evil inclination/ whidbi would lead us out i^ 
that path in which Hch^s commanded us tor 
walk. If we have not sufficiently* learnt thi« 
lesson in the school of mercy, we mmt be 
taught it by affliction; but this lesson is not 
l^sarnt as ic oti^bt to bf^ till humbled in the 
dust, we bless our gracious Goo for. .our 
sufferings as sincerely as for our enioymeait^. 
This we shall do, when we are fujly con- 
vinccd that they are for our real good,: and 
never would have been sent, by the Father of 
Mercy, but to lead us to repentance, to 
strengthen us in virtue, and to work for us 
to eternal weight of glory* In this light 
* Job. ii. j&i 
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the good man views every afflidion of every 
kind; and though the flesh itiay tremble 
when racked with pain, though the strength 
may fail when struggHn^ with poverty, though 
the tears may flow over the dying friend ; 
still he will bead the trembling knees, he will 
lift up the feeble hands, he will raise the 
5ttvea7niiig eyes, to Heaveny'^awt bless hit 
Faftiier and 1^9 6oD« 

Pain and siekness ^e eirils which ait some 
parts of their lives all feel ; and they are 
il^dttd great trials. When God is pleased ta 
send this aflidton to any ra^ui, he may Ixw^ 
fully seek those means^of relief which an 
to be found. .iSe may kMabty pray t& God 
for his blessing on the sikil! of t^e physician j 
hot stilt hd^must say, after the ejcampte of hia 
Uessed Master, ^^ Not my will, but thine 
be done/' If it be God V pleasure that his 
.sufferings should contjniiie, he must, care- 
fully guard against impaneffce. He must 
thankfully aclcnowledge tHe kindness of bis 
friends, and never add to their distress by 
peevishness and ilUhumo.ur. He must, as far 
as possible, suppress compla'mts, and shew 
by manly resolution that he cheerfully sub- 
mits to the will of God. He must not for- 
get to thank Him for every blessing which 
he still enjoys} if he have a comfortable 
home, needful food, and kind relations and" 
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friends, these are blessings for which he 
should then be doubly thaokfuL If the want 
of these add to his distress, if every earthly 
eomfc»t fail, 9till he should say with £li» 
** It is the Lord, let him do what seemeth 
Him good." Whatever his suffisiings may 
be, let him still remember that his Saviour 
foffered more, and suffered for his sake ; let^ 
him consider, that how great soever his paia 
may be, it canned keep him long from the 
Pregions of etenial joy. Iftrovidence aUow; 
ao other relief, still the (?.hristian trusts that 
death w31 end all his sufierings, and lead him 
to everlasting happiness. 

Poverty is a great triJtl, By poverty I am» 
hr from meaning any situation in which a 
man can supply himself with the necessaries 
of life by honest industry; but I speak of 
those who have tio means of supplying thdr 
most pressing wants ; who are destitute of 
bdging, raiment, or food. In this unhappy 
situation, the good man should pray to Goix 
for assistance ; and if it be really out of hi& 
power to procure, by any kind of work, the 
things which are necessary for him, be m^j 
very properly ask the assistance of others. 
Any man who does this while he can support 
himself, is little better than a thief; as he 
,draw« from those who are charitably disposed 
thi^ money which should have been given ta 
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such as realty want it« The rich ate inge* 
neral ready to assist those whose charader 
and conduA give them a just claim on their 
bounty, and the relief which is thus obtained 
^ould be acknowledged with gratitudevEven 
if it be refused, never let distress^ hoMwrar 
greaty tempt any man to disbonest^pradices. 
Let the unhappy su&rer east all his care oo 
God, who will never . leave him or forsake 
•bjim, but will either seodrdief Co his sorrow*^ 
.^rcall him to Himself, when he has £dt his 
^ppo'mted portion of affliftiou. 
^ The loss of frienda is a very severe, trial 
When all our earthly happiness semns to be 
JMiri^d with a wjfe, a. child, or a friend^ who 
was dear to us a$ our own sonl, the firmest 
m\^ mW yield to grief. But here, my bre- 
ibren, we lee the glorious tnimiph of Cbrist*- 
ianity« . The. poor heathens knew not that 
friends, who were separated by death would 
;^ver meet again; hot the. Christian looks 
beyond the grave. He sorrows indeed, but 
jdot without hope. He weeps, but he knows 
that God will soon wipe all tears from his 
eyes* His friends are not los^ for ever; *they ' 
are only gone before, where he must soon 
ioUowr He hopea that tkey will bid him 
welcome to a better world, where all who 
have obtamed mercy throi^h Christ^ will 
.(oeet to parcno more* . 
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Tiielke and matiy 6ther trials atxkifflidions 
come to uf imtnediaitdy from the hand of 
6oD } but there are others^ ki which our suf- 
feriogs proceed from otir fellow-creatures, 
and I m^ tx> make ^ few fetnarks oh the 
proper behaviour under theriir If we suiFer 
justly from those who have a lawful authority 
over us, it is certainly the diaty of all men pa- 
tiently to submit. If we are unjustly treated, 
wa may use such means as the laws of the 
land provide for out defence against oppres- 
sion; and in this happy country they afForf 
all possible security to our lives and to our pro- 
perty ; but prudence and charity require that 
'we should, if possible, rather settle disputes 
by a private agreement, than bring them into 
a court of justice. If our adversary will not 
hear reason, the faw k open ; but in no case 
are We at liberty to avefige ourselves. In all 
injuries, we must constantly keep in mind ^ 
the mild precepts of the Gospel ; we must 
never return evil for evil, but contrariwise 
blessing. As this is a point of great import- 
ance, it shall be made the subjc£b of a separate 
discourse. At present I will only observe 
further, that to whatever cause we owe our 
misfortunes, if vft have no lawful means to 
escape, we should consider them as sent by 
Goo for our advantage, though perhaps 
brought upon us by the hands of wicked men* 
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Such men. are often his instrumeats for the 
trial of his faithful servants; and as they could 
have no power over us, except it were givea 
them from above, we must not regard them 
^ in what we suffer, but acknowledge the hand 
of God in every thing. 

Lastly, there are sufferings which men 
bring upon themselves, by their own folly, 
imprudence, and vice. In this case all we can 
do IS to humble ourselves under the just 
-judgment of God ; and we have great reason 
to bless Him, if the punishment, which sooner 
or later must fall on every sinner who does not 
repent, is inflifted in this world, while there 
*is still room to hope that by repentance and 
amendment we may be restored to the favour 
of God, through the merits and mediation 
of Christ; and that when our sufferings here 
shall be ended, we may .still find mercy at 
the last day. 

If the time would permit, I might mention 
many other trials to which men are subject in 
this world ; but a few general observations 
may be applied to them all. 

First, let me beg those who are in a more 
prosperous condit on, to observe that afflic- 
tions are not always punishments. They are 
sometimes sent to the very best men, while 
the wicked appear to be in great prosperity. 
The scripture indeed leads us to consider the 
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affli^lfd as peculiarly favoured by Cod. ^^ At 
many as I love, I rebuke and chasten.'** 
Those, who are most strong in faith, are often 
called to set an example of patience to others. 
This is a glorious distinAion, and will obtain 
for them a brighter crown. Such were the 
Apostles and Martyrs ; and such are seen in 
every age, whose trials only make their virtues 
shine with gr«iter lustre. They arc indeed 
happ]^, for their light affli^lions, will procure 
for them a glorious reward. 

Secondly, when we see men, whose lives 
have been notoriously wicked, suffering, as 
it sometimes happens, under some striking 
judgment of the Almighty, such an example 
should make us tremble for ourselves. Bur, 
even in that case, wc must not dare^to pro- 
nounce any rash censure upon them. We 
know hot how far any man is guilty^ in the ^ 
sight of Goo J because, though wc see the 
crime, we do not know the circumstances 
that led lo it. Wc do not know whether 
the sinner had the happiness of being taught 
his duty, or to what temptations he was ex* 
posed. And whatever be the charaAer of the 
sufferer, let us remember that though he may 
deserve punishment from God, he is entitled 
to pity and comfort from us. Never let us 
insult his distress, or add to the sorrows of 
*R«v.iiif X9« 
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him whom God ha$ wounded. Let Qs g|ve 
him our assistance and our advice. Let uf 
endeavour to lead him inta the right way, 
and set before him all the comforts which re^ 
ligion offers to those v^ho sinco'ely repent* 
Let us pray for him ; and let xx$ humbly hope 
that such judgments are intended to punish 
him in this life, that his . soul may be saved 
in the day of the Lord. When, on the 
other hand,' we see those who we have reason 
to believe are virtuous and good men, visited 
with great afflictions, let us look on them 
not only with pity, but with reverence. Let 
ns consider them as the favoured children of 
God, who are counted worthy to suffer for 
his sake. Let us try to imitate the glorious 
example of their patience and resignatioti; 
and treasure it in our hearts till our day of 
trial shall come. 

Thirdly, let those who are in affli&ion of 
any kind, carefully examine their own hearts* 
Let them consider whether any unrepented 
sin has brought this judgment upon them; 
if so, let them instantly renounce and forsake 
it. If the best men fairly examine the state 
of their hearts, they will allow that it is good 
for them to have been afflifted. If they feel 
and acknowledge this, and can humbly and 
sincerely thank God for the trials, as W9II 
as for the blessings^ which He is pleased t0 
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send them, they have reason to hope that 
all they suffer here will work for them an 
eternal weight of glory. If they have reason 
to believe that they are found worthy to be 
^et as examples to others, that they are called 
to suffer for the glory of God, and the good 
of their fellow-creatures, after the example 
of the Apostles and Martyrs, then they may 
indeed glory in tribuliation. They may suffer 
not only with patience, but with joy. They 
may rgoice, with the .Apostles, that they 
were found worthy to suffer for his sake who 
died for them« The glorious privilege of fol- 
lowing their crucified Master, of proving to 
all the world their love and gratitude to him, 
will make them even take pleasure in afflic* 
tlons. They will look unto j£sus, the Au- 
thor and Finisher of their faith, who for their 
sakes endured the cross, despising the shame; 
they will follow him through pain and sick- 
ness, through poverty and distress, through 
reproach and pefs^ution; and in all these 
things they will be more than conquerors. 
The glories of HeaVen are ever before their 
eyes, and every earthly sorrow will appear 
as nothing. Happy, indeed, are they who 
have thus learned Christ; but few of us, 
I fear, have attained to such perfedlipn; and 
God, who knows bur weakness, does not 
call us to suffer mxt than we are able ta 
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bear. Trusting in his support^ convinced of 
his kindness, and hoping for his mercjr^ let 
us all, ^hen He visits us with affliction, en-» 
deavour to bear it with patience, and resigna* 
lion, that it may answer the ends for which 
it is in general designed, by correAingout 
faults, purifying our minds, and making us 
kss unworthy the favour of God. 

Lastly, I address myself to thosie who a$ 
yet have not been called to any severe trials^ 
who as yet enjoy health 2Uid strength, and 
to whom the evil days appear to be still at 
a distance. Let me entreat you to remember 
that in this world we must not expeCl to be 
always happy; and though we may thank* 
fully emoy every day of ease and prosperity 
which 6oD is pleased to allow us; yet we 
ou^ht always to be prepared for the trildt 
which win certainly follow, and never to set 
our hearts so much on any earthly blessing 
as to be unwilling to resign it at the com* 
mand of God. Remember the advice of th€ 
wise son of Sirach, which you will find in 
the second <ha^ter of Ecclesiasticus ; a cfaap^ 
ter which I wish particularly to recommend 
to all ryoung persons, as containing a Most 
important and useful lesson. ** My son, if 
thou come to serve the Lord, prepare thy 
soul for temptaticm. Set thy heart aright, 
and constantly endure, and make not baste 
t t 
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in time cdF trouble* For gold is tried in the 
fire, and acceptably men in the furnace of 
adversity." And now, my Christian bre- 
threni as we must ail sooner or later taste (he 
bitter cup of affliAion, let us all apply for 
succour to Him who alone can enable u^ 
cheerfully to receive it ; and let me entreat 
you, withi humble and penitent hearts, to 
join vifith me in prayer. 

Assist ua mercifully, O Lok£>, in these 
OQr supplications^ and prayers, and dispose 
the way of thy servaats (owards the attain* 
laentof evei^tiug^salvation; that, amidst 
fltU the changes and chances of this mortal life, 
they may ever be defended by thy most gra- 
Kjcma thready help, through Jbsus Christ 
Ciir Lord.' Amen. 



1 
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SERMON XV^ 



ST. LUKE zxlfi. U^ 



lATUfitt^ FORaiVB TH£M» FOR THfiY KNOIT 
^fOT WHAT THfiV S>0. 



FORGIVENESS of injuries has always 
been considered as one of the strongest 
poofs of a truly Christian disposition. It 
IS the glory of our religion, that it has car- 
ried this exalted virtue to a height which 
never before was known in the world. Re* 
venge is no longer allowed on any pretence 
whatever. Resentment is no longer to be 
called courage. To return evil for evil, is 
no longer to be called justice. The Christian. 
)nust forgive, if he hope to be forgiven. His 
courage must be she^vn, in nobly enduring 
isufierings or injuries. His justice must be 
displayed in an humble acknowledgment,, 
that, as we have all sinned, we should all shew 
that mercy to each other, which we hope ta> 
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receive fh)ra God. Convinced of the weak- 
ness of human nature, he pities, he prays 
for the unhappy oflFender ; to whom he hopes 
God will forgive much greater sins than he 
can commit against his fellow-creatures. 

On this subjed, my beloved brethen, our 
blessed Master has left us the most glorious 
and striking example that is to be found in 
the history of the whole world. All man- 
kind had offended him, yet he died for all. 
During the course of his life, we see him con* 
tinually pradising this noblest of virtues. 
When his disciples would have called fire from 
heaven, to consume those who would not re-^ 
ceive him, he mildly answered, ** Ye know 
not what manner of spirit ye are bf ; and he 
went to another village.*'* When Judas^ 
who had been his chosen friend, betrayed him 
to his murderers, what was his langiiage to 
this greatest of criminals? *' Judas, betrayest 
thou the Son of man with a kiss ?'^t When 
one of his followers rashly wounded a soldier 
who came to take him, Jesus said, ** Put up 
thy sword.'* '• Suffer ye thus far; and he 
touched his ear, and healed him." J When 
Peter whom he so much loved, and who had 
promised such faichful attachmetit, fell intd 
the temptations of which his kind Master had 
given him warning j when before the cock 

• Luke ix. 55. t L\)ke xxiu 4^. J Luke xxii. jx» 
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crew he bad denied him thrice, how did he 
treat this unhappy man? *^ And the Lord 
turned, and looked upon Peter."* It was 
a look which touched him to the heart, a 
look no doubt of kindness and compassion, 
for he went out and wept bitterly.** 

Every f(ieling heart must be struck with 
tlie partkular attention shewn to this peni- 
tent and reconciled friend after our Lord's 
resurrection; when the angel says to the 
pious women, ** Tell his disciples, and Peter, 
tliat he goeth before you into Galilee, there 
shall ye see him."t Our Saviour seems impa- 
tient that Peter should know, not only that 
his Lord was risen indeed, but that he was 
himself forgiven, and still the obieA of his 
love. But, above all, my text displays such a 
proof of this exalted virtue, as was neve 
given by any other man. None ever felt 
such torments, none ever received such inju*^ 
ries, no other man therefore ever had so 
much to forgive; yet at thatdreadful moment 
of almost insupportable agony, amidst the 
insults of those who infllAed these torments, 
of those for whose sake he endured them, 
what is. the language of our dying Saviour; 
•• Father, forgive them !*' 

With such an example before our eyes, it 
is strange that any Christian should find it 
* Luke zxii. 6z« f Mark xti. 7. 
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difficult to forgive. It is strange that it 
should still be necessary to say. Avenge not 
yourselves. 

Consider, I entreat you, our situation in 
ihis-world with regard to each other. We 
are all weak, frail, sinful creatores. The 
best of us seldom passes through one day, 
without feeling that he requires forgiveness 
from his God, and too often from his fel- 
low-creatures also. Mercy is all our hope } 
forgiveness is our constant prayer. In such 
a state, should we not pity and assist each 
other? Does not mutual weakness call for 
mutual forbearance? But weak, and frail, 
. and sinful as we arc, yet through the rtitritt 
of Christ we all hope to attain the hap- 
piness of Heaven. And can creatures, who^ 
after a few short years, expeft to be for eViiJ' 
united in the presence of their God, to bd 
set free from all unruly passfons, and to live 
together for ever in Heaven, in peace, and 
Joy, arid everlasting lovej can such cWatures 
nate each other on earth ? Can they add to 
the sorrows of this state of trial, and spread 
more thorns on the path of life, by malice 
and revenge? Can they risk their own eternal 
happiness, by denying to each other that 
forgiveness, without which they must not 
dare to hope that they shall be themselves 
forgiven ? To set the necessity and the nature 
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of this duty in the clearest light, F will coni 
aider, first, how we are required to aft under 
great injuries ; and secondly, what is our duty 
in regard to those smaller offences, which 
QfteU' disturb the peace of society. 

We are not often called to forgive great 
offences;, yet such there are, and^every 
Christian Ibould be prepared to meet with 
them. A man may be robbed of his pro- 
perty; an attempt maybe made to rob him 
of his life. He may be robbed of what is. 
perhaps still dearer to him,, the honour of 
his wife or daughter. A treacherous friend 
may ruin his domestic peace; an unprovoked 
enemy may destroj his reputation. These 
are great injuries, and every man feels them^ 
as such. Jn these and all such cases, Christ- 
ianity does not forbid that we should defend' 
ourselves to acertain degree. We may defend 
our house from the thief, and our life from- 
the murderer. We may apply to the law^ 
to punish these crimes, and the still greater 
injury sustained from the seducer and the 
adulterer. If our charafter be attacked, we; 
may defend it by exposing the falsehood of 
the charge; and in every case we may use* 
such means of self-defence as the laws gf. 
pur country put into our h^nds ; but we must. 
be sure that we do this to prevent crimes^^ 
pot. in order tio be revenged on tl^. criminal > 
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If we bring a wicked man to justice, our 
tiotive for it must be, to prevent his injuring 
jtbers, to make him an example, in order 
that others may be afraid to offend; we must 
do it, because the laws of our country com- 
mand us not to conceal such crimes as should 
be punished for the good of society. On 
these principles a man ought to bring an 
offender to justice ; but never from any wish 
ef being revenged for the injury done to 
Jbimself. This is a point in regard to which 
a Christian should carefully examine his own 
heart. Let there be no malice there. How- 
ever great the injury may be, the offender is 
still in a state to hope for mercy from God, 
if he repent ; and let him £nd it frofti you* 
However great the injury may be, your Sa- 
viour suffered more; and if you are his true 
disciple, you will say with him, " Father, for- 
give them, for they know not what they do!'* 
Alas! no man knows what he does, when 
he offends God by such crinnes. Think of 
the state of him who has wronged you, and 
tesentment must be changed to pity. Think 
of the situation of a man who has lost the 
favour of God, who has committed crimes 
which will plunge him in endless misery if 
he do not repent, who is stiii perhap^^ in a 
hardened impenitent state, lliink of all which 
that man must suffer, even if a life of peni* 
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tence should at Ia8t obtain pardon from God; ; 
think of what he must suffer, if he die with- 
out repentance; O think of this, and do not 
drive the wretched man down the precipice ; 
think of thisj and say, Father, forgive him! 
But these are not the offences which most 
of us are called to forgive. The far greater 
part of mankind pass through life without 
meeting with such provocations as these* 
What then are the injuries which fill our 
streets with riot, and our cottages with quar- 
rels ; which destroy our domestic peace, and 
disturb our minds w^th anger, malice, and 
revenge ? A Christian must blush lo answer 
this question. They are the error? and im« " 
perfeftions to which all are subjeft ; they are 
faults of temper J they are faults which pro- 
ceed from want of judgment; they are faults 
for which all hope to be forgiven, and there- 
fore which all ought to forgive. And can 
we call ourselves the followers of the meek 
and humble Jesus, whifst every trifle is suf- 
ficient to raise our anger, and excite us to 
revenge ? Can we hope to be forgiven our 
debt often thousand talents, while we take 
our fellow-servant by the throat, and throw 
him into prison, because he owes us a hun^ 
dred pence ? I hope every Christian acknow- 
ledges the necessity of guarding his temper 
against these smaller provocations; and I beg 
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he will attend ^to a few rules which may as- 
sist him in doing it. 

First, endeavour toconqner your own pride.. 
This passion is the nK>st dangerous and the 
most obstinate enemy, which the Christian is 
called upon to combat. It shews itself in 
every shape ; it meets us on every occasioiu 
It leads us to rise up against every provoca« 
lion : it leads us to exped from others more 
than any body is inclined* or obliged to pay« 
The true way of conquering thi» enemy is 
to know 'and feel our own weakness; and 
this is one of the many advantages of self- 
examination. The man who really k>oks inta 
his own heart, and knows how (^ten he has 
been id the wrong almost every day of his 
life, will not be surprized or offended if hia 
friends should sometimes think him so ; he 
will suspe£b that it is very possible, though^ 
he do not at that moment perceive it. Such 
a man will always suspeft himself rathei: thaa 
others ; and, far from resenting any doubt 
which is expressed of his judgment, or even 
of the propriety of his conduA in any par* 
. ticular instance, he will humbly examine his 
own heart. If he find all right, he will with 
modesty and candour try to convince his 
friend of his mistake j if he have been wrong, 
hjs will confess the justice of the censure with 
humility and' gratitude* 
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Secondly, study the dispositions, and make, 
every charitable allowance for the faults, of 
your friends. We all stand in need of much 
indulgence, and it is a^reat branch of Christ- 
ian charity' to prevent the fauhs of others*. 
If your husband or your friend be subjeft to 
fits of passion, be very careful not to pro- 
voke him; Avoid all disputes, even when 
you are sure that you are in the right ; for 
they may lead another to be in the wrong* 
** The beginning of strife is as when one 
. letteth out water, therefore leave off con- 
tention before it be meddled with."* When 
the moment of anger is over, how often are 
we ashamed to think of the trifles for which 
we have been contendmg, for which we have 
disturbed the happiness of our best friends, 
weakened their esteem for us, rufflbd their 
tempers and our own, and perhaps lost the 
favour of God ! 

Thirdly, remember that in every quarrel 
the person who has been least to blame is 
generally the most ready to be reconciled j 
and try your own heart by this rule. If you 
feel disposed to take the first step towards 
reconciliation, you may hope that yon did 
not offend of malicious wickedness. In this 
case, don:ot leave time for resentment ta 
take root in the breast of your friend.^ For;* 
*ProTerlis;Kfii.i4« 
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give, as you hope to be forgiveQ. Dolt 
generously, do it instantly. If you feel that 
you are unwilling to do this, susped your 
own heart, anJ humbly on your knees en- 
treat that God would give you grace to 
conquer that pride, which is the ruin of 
your peace and happiness This will com- 
pose your mind ; you w II see thipgs in the. 
true light, you will feel that you were your-, 
self to blame, and you will make every atone- 
ment in your power. 

Fourthly, when you have really been in- 
jured by any person, whethei^ a stranger or 
a friend, put yourself in his place, and fairly 
and calmly consider what could be the mo- 
tives of his conduft. In most instances yoa 
will find that the fault was not from the 
heart, but that he afted under some mistaken 
idea of his own rights, or at worst under the 
influence of passions whicli his cooler judg- 
ment would condemn. In aU such cases, if 
it be possible that a calm explanation, by' 
yourself or by some other friend, might 
remove such mistakes. Christian charity re- 
quires that it should be done without delay. 
If his conduA do not admit of this excuse^ 
and you have reason to believe that he has 
injured you from deliberate malice ; you must 
guard against the effe&s of this maKce, and 
always remen^ber that the worst e&A it 
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possibly could have, would be making yoit 
share in the guilt of such wicked passtous. 
Carefully guard your own heart, and let hq 
degree of resentment transport you beyond 
the bounds of Christian charity. Let it never 
prevent your doing every good office in your 
power, even to those who have most deeply 
injured you* " If thine eneray hunger, feed 
him ; if he thirst, give hino drink/'* Such 
are the commands of Him, who ** when he 
was reviled, reviled not again; when he 
suffered he threatened not; but committed 
himself to Him who judgeth righteousIy.'*t 
Fifthly, avoid all scenes where you are 
likely to be drawn into quarrels ; and for 
that reason, amongst others, avoid ev^ry 
kind of vice. It is in the ale-house, it is at 
the gaming-table, it is in scenes of riot and 
unlawful pleasure, th^t quarrels commonly 
arise. *' Who hath woe, who hath sorrow,, 
who hath contention, who hath babblings 
who hath wounds without cause ? They that 
tarry long at the wine, they that go to seek 
mixed vr'me^^^X ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ company that 
we faU into danger of eyety kind; and cor-^ 
rupt as the world is, we t&ay generallv. pass 
quietly through it, if we are prudeujt la the 
dioice of our companion^ Even if it should 
happen that a man js. mad enough to attack 
^ RQin.xika«i t> Better iLaj» | Srov. auiiii« s.|« 
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fod vithoat any provocation, yet if you are 
yourself calm and composed, and ^pcrfe^^Iy 
master of your temper, it gives you a very 
great advantage over him. Every man wfao^ 
Fs in a passion is mad, and like other mad- 
men should be avoided and pitied ; though' 
Itke other madmen he Is dangerous, and in 
some cases he must be restrained irom doing- 
mischief. In general, however, there will be 
no quarrel, unless both parties are to blame. 
Guard your own condud, learn to command 
your own temper, and you will not often be 
engaged in disputes^ 

Lastly, my beloved brethren, let me sum 
tip all by giving you one general rule, which 
is applicable to all cases, from the greatest 
to the most trifling ^ o&nces; and which I 
wish tp impress strcmgly on the memory of 
all who hear me, as the surest, guard agamst 
immoderate anger and unchristian resencmait.. 
If you think yourself injured by any person, 
before you take any method to bring him to 
punishment; and, if possible, before you al-» 
low yourself to express your resentment, to 
him or any one ehe ; retire fc»- a inobienr^. 
and throwing yourself oa your knees before 
God, pray for the happiness of that parsoa 
in this world and in the next* If you cannot, 
do this from your heart, ^our heart is not 
right before God; and the malke whieb^ 
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dwells there may make you more guilty la 
his sight, than the person who has injured 
.you. If, on the contrary, you can sincerely 
pray for your enemy, there is reason to hope, 
that anger or resentment will never lead you 
into any aftion unworthy of the faithful dis- 
ciple of Him^ who, while we were yet sinners, 
died for our salvation; and in whose m.efcy 
we trust, that it will plead for us all, as it did 
for his murderers, " Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do !*' 

To Him, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost, be glory now and for ever. Amen. 
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SERMON XVL 



8T. LUKE iL ^^ 38. 



AND SHE WAS A WIDOW OF ABOUf FOUR-* 
SCORE AND, FOUR YEARS, WHICH D£» 
PARTED NOT FROM THE TEMPLE, BUT 
SERVED GOD WITH FASTINGS AND 
PRAYERS, NIGHT AND DAY, AND SHE, 

^ COMING IN THAT INSTANT, GAVE 
THANKS LIKEWISE UNTO THE LORD, 
AND SPAKE OF HIM TO ALL THEM 
THAT I^OOKED FOR REDEMPTION IN 
JERUSALEM. 



T HAVE now, to the best of my abilities, 
X endeavoured to explain the duties towards 
Gob and towards man, which are required 
of every human being. I have recommended 
the sacred word of God as the only light of 
our paths. 1 have enforced the necessity of 
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prayer, of self-examination, of the rcligiouf 
observance of the Sabbath and the great fes- 
tivals of the Church, and of frequent at- 
tendance at the Lord's Table* I have spoken 
of the reverence due to the holy name of 
God, and of that constant and pious regard 
to his commands which ought to direA all 
our anions. I have mentioned the duties 
which belong to particufer situations in life, 
and what is required of us, as children, as 
yonng mto, as husbands, as fathers* I have 
shewn ybu where to look for proteftioh 
against the temptations of vice, and for sup«^ 
port in the hardships of poverty. I have 
recommended sobriety, industry, and con- 
tentment, as necessary for our own happi- 
ness, in this world and the next. I havQ 
exhorted you to promote the happiness of 
others by mutual kindness and charity, and 
the good of your country l?^ dutiful submis- 
sion to the laws. I have recommended the 
Christian duties of resignation and forgiveiiess 
of injuries ; and I have constantly set before 
your eyes the bright example of every vir- 
tue, which is left us by our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. In the course of these inquiries I 
hope I have proved that in this life, as well 
as in the next, happiness can only be found 
in the paths of piety and virtue ; and that 
high and low,. rich and poor, will alike know 
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and feel the truth of the Plrophet*s awful 
declaration, ^^ There is no peace, saith the 
L0RD9 UDto the wicked.*'* 

But as I wish to trace the progress of 
human life from first to last, and to shew the 
fuperior happiness which^ in every situation, 
is enjoyed by the piou^ and virtuous man, 
I will now take a view of that period, to 
which we look . forward with little expe£ta« 
tion of enjoyment, and consider the duties 
of the aged. Though most mep wish to 
live to be old, yet it must be acknowledged 
that many sorrows almost always attend that 
part of life. ^^The days of our age are 
threescore years and ten, and though men be 
so stroi]^ that tliey come to fourscore years^ 
yet is their strength then but labour and sdr*- 
row.'*t These are the evil days of which 
Solomon speaks^^. and the years in which we 
have no pleasure* The Joss of health and 
pf friends, perhaps of some of our faculties; 
the weariness and disgust which are often the 
consequence of disappointed hopes, -and the 
fear with which many view the approach of 
death ; these and other circumstances often 
make extreme old age a state of labour and 
sorrpw. But still it is a state tbropgh which 
many of us must pass, before we leave this 
world ;. and I hope to convince you, that 

* Is^uah zitiii. %%. t FiBslm xc. iq«. 
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<cven in this gloomy period religion offers 
support and comfort sufficient to brighten 
ihe closing scene of life, and to gild with iun- 
riiine the evening of our days. In this part 
of my subjeft, I cannot set befere you the 
example of our Lord, for his life on .earth 
was short; though in the course of that short 
life he pra£lised all the virtues, which in age 
was well as in youth must be the support of 
his faithful servants. I have therefore taken 
for my text part of. the interesting account 
which we find in St. Luke's Goapel, of Anna^ 
the prophetess, who was an illu^ious example 
of piety and virtue in tte last stage of life* 
In the same chapter we 63^ another instance 
of ,a similar kind, in gcN>cl old Simeon. Both 
these excellent persons appear to have been 
chiefly employed in the duties of religion, an.d 
serving God in his temple j and from their 
example we may learn how the la,tter part of 
life §hpuld be spent ; \|rhile fropi the same 
cxs^mple we axe tai^lit to hope for that 
heavenly consolation,; for \yhich the pious 
widow ^ave thanks, to God, and- which en- 
abled Simeop to sjiy, I'fLord^.now letiest 
thou thy .servant depj^rt ia pejice!'* 

Every period of life }^^ \^s sp]:rows, ami 
in general it must be confessed that age has 
matiy; .bpt it ^^s also advantages which 
should be properly cQUsidered, and thankfully 
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acknowledged. If theamusements of life have 
lost their relish; if you say as Barzillai did 
to *^ing David, " I am this day fourscore 
years old, and can I discern between' good 
and evil ? Can thy servant taste what I eat, 
and what I drink ? Can I hear any more the 
▼oice of singing men or singing women ?**♦ 
Let it at the same time be remembered, that 
you are no longer exposed to the temptations 
which attend on every earthly enjoyment. 
The old man rests secure after the storms 
of life are over. Pleasure or ambition will 
not now lead him astray; he will not now 
forfeit his honour, or his charaAer. If his 
hopes in this world are over, so are his fears, t 
He only wishes to ** die in his own city, and* 
to be buried in the grave of his father and 
of bis mother." To those whose hearts 
have been fixed on the things of this worlds 
age must indeed be a scene crf^ disappointment 
and sorrow ; and I do not know a more 
melancholy sight than the latter years of such 
a man; when we see him still wishing for 
pleasure which he can no longer enjoy, 
peevish and discontented with al) around him, 
tired and disgusted with this life, and afraid 
of being called into the next. But very 
different are the feelings of the pious and 
virtuous man; and it shall be fnj endeavour, 
♦ ft Sam. xixJaj. • 
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ia the remainder p( this discourse, to point 
out the comforts which such a man majr still 
enjoy, as well as the duties which he may 
still perform, even in those days, which, ia 
«ome respe£^s, all must confess to be evil, 
and in which the wicked will find no pleasure. 
When a good man has passed safely through 
the different periods of life ; when he has afted 
his part with honour, and secured the esteem 
and respeft of the wise and good ; above all, 
when he has made his peace with God, and 
hopes for acceptance through the rterits of 
his Saviour ; surely he ought to be considered 
with envy, rather than with pity. He no 
longer feels those apprehensions, with which 
every wise man enters into the world. He no 
longer dreads the allurements of pleasure, or 
the seduftions of vice. Hisftrial will soon be 
past, and his reward is at hand. When he^ 
looks back on his past life, he will remember' 
many errors, as well as many sorrows ; but 
both are over and gone. He has repented of 
all his sins, and he trusts that the mercy of 
Goo has forgiven them. Vice has now lost 
her power over his mind; he knows the^anity 
of all earthly pleasures ; and those which be 
can no longer enjoy, he has learned to despise. 
But has he therefore no enjoyment left ? If 
the dance and the song no longer please, if he 
cmnot taste what he eats or what he drivkt, 
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Still nobler pleasures remain. If some friends 
9re taken away, they only make him feel more 
strongly the vsdue of those who are left. He 
sees the biasing of God descend on many 
generations. He sees the opening virtues 
of his children's children* He is beloved 
and respeded by them all. Their duty and 
affedion support and comfort him. He points 
out to them the path in which he has walked; 
^e instructs, he encourages them to pursue 
it. If he can no longer perform the adive 
. duties of life, he has more leisure to think 
of his God. To Him he now entirely de- 
votes the remainder of his days. Like the 
pious widow in the text, he departs not from 
^he temple, but serves God day and night. 
He sees with joy the approach of death, for 
death will lead him to his Saviour's presence. 
It will lead him to those friends whom he 
has lost on earth, to the spirits of just men 
made perfeft. Yet he expe^ls it without 
impatience; enjoying to the last the blessing^ 
which God has given him, ei][jc^ing the hap- 
piness of all whom he loves on earth, the 
pleasure of doing good, the peace of a clear 
conscience. Patient and resigned under the 
infirmities of age, he considers them as sent 
in mercy to wean him from a world, wbich^ 
amidst all its follies, and. all its sorrows, we 
jUU are apt to love^too welL Cheerful and 
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content, -he looks back without regret, and 
forward with hope and joy. Such is the old 
age erf the righteons, and such are the plea- 
sures, which, in a greater or less degree, may 
be enjoyed by all, even in that most trying 
period of life. But in order to secure these 
comforts when they are most wanted, let us 
consider the duties of the aged j for we must 
not suppose that in any situation in this 
world we have nothing to do. 

Piety is our first duty at all times; but 
towards the close of life it should be our 
chief employment, as it will be our sweetest 
consolation. We should disengage ourselves 
from the pleasures and purmits of the worlds 
** and having borne our share of the heat 
and labour of the day, the evening of life 
should be passed in the cool andquiet shade.*** 
Our thoughts, our affeftions, our hopes; 
should"be drawn from this world, and should 
rest upon GoD» 

Patience and resignation arc often difficult 
duties ; and they should be learned in youths 
that they may be praftised in age. As far 
as the weakness of human nature will permit, 
avoid complaints ; avoid peevishness and ill- 
humour ; and learn to bear with firmness and 
manly resolution the infirmities which all 
wha live long must feel Cheerfulness, good- 

» Dr. Blair. 
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Immattr, and a disposition to be pleased, ai« 
qoalities which make men beloved at all pe- 
riods of life, but particulariy in old agej and 
Jt is much for our own interest to make 
the attentions which duty requires, as easy 
and pleasant as possible to those on whose 
kindness we must then depend for our re« 
maining comforts. Kindness and good-will to 
cfhers are particularly pleasing and respect* 
able in age. Let your children and friends 
see that you still love them, and are interested 
for their happiness in the midst of your own 
eufferings. Such proofs of friendship will 
be deeply felt, and they will return into your 
own bosom. 

The last duty which I shall mention is pre- 
paring for death. The best preparation for 
this awful event is a good life ; and the man 
"Who faithfully serves God, and puts his 
whole trust in Him, need not be afraid if he 
should be called at a much earlier period; but 
the old man knows that his time must be 
short, and it is his duty to employ it to the best 
advantage. If he have any worldly aflfairs, 
which in justice to his family he ought to 
settle, let not this be left to the last moments 
of life. If he have injured any man, let him 
lose no time in making restitution. If he 
have it in his power to do good to any oian, 
let it be done without. d«lay. Above all^ 
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Jet him make his peace with Goo; and leave 
Qothing to be done on a sick bed. Patience 
and resignation are the only duties which we 
jcan then hope to practise, even if time be 
allowed) and our faculties preserved, for the 
exercise of these last duties of a Christian. 
Leave nothing undone, I most earnestly en- 
treat you, the negleft of which may disturb 
the peace of your last moments; but be ready 
and prepared, that with a clear and undis- 
turbed conscience you may resign your ^ul 
to God who gave it. 

Before I finish this discourse, let me ad- 
dress a few words to the younger part of my 
audience. Let me entreat all who wish to 
live, and would fain see good days ; all who 
hope to be happy in their own children, and 
to find comfort when they most want it j all 
who hope for the blessing of God in this 
life, and the rewards which He has promised 
to good men in the next j let me entreat 
them all to reverence grey hairs, and never 
to forget the duty which youth should pay 
to age. .This duty cannot be placed in too 
strong a light. It has been felt and acknow- 
ledged in every age and every country; ^vea 
where the glorious light of the Gospifilnevir 
shone. Every feeling of the heart seems to 
point it out. Old age is subje£l: to many in- 
£riniti^S5 ^^ con^^monly attended with many 
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^sorrows. Let it be the business, let it be the 
delight of the young, to support those infir- 
mitieSy and to lessen those sorrows. Never 
forget the reverence due to an old man. 
Listen to his advice with attention and resped 
Give him every assistance in your power. If 
xlistress should sometimes make him fretful 
and impatient, bear with meekness and gen- 
tleness the infirmities to which all are subje& 
Do nothing to give him pain ; study in every 
•way to contribute to his pleasure; try to 
amuse him when his spirits fail ; support him 
when his limbs have lost their strength ; 
watch him on the bed of sickness; do not 
forsake him at the hour of death* When 
he^hall be removed to a happier world, you 
will remember with pleasure every a& of 
Icindness which you have done him. You 
will bitterly regret every one which you have 
neglefied. Do not fly from the sick room ; 
in such scenes you will Jearn wisdom and 
virtue. They will not destroy your happi- 
fiess; they will only make it more lasting, 
and more worthy of a Christian. If you 
have done your duty in such scenes, they will 
1>e remembered with pleasure, when all the 
amusements of a thoughtless world are only 
xecoUeded with a sigh. The tender oflices 
cf k)ve and duty which you have performed 
£ot the aged, will comfort you when you abb 
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lie on a sick bed ; and the blessing of God- 
will rest on those who thus fulfil his com- 
mandments. 

May all who now hear nte, while they 
refleft on the different periods of life, learn 
so to number their days that they may apply 
their hearts unto wisdom. At whatever hour 
their Master call, may He find them always 
ready ; and in youth, in manhood, or in age, 
may the Christian be prepared to say, "Lord, 
now lettest Thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy wordj for mine eyes have 
teen thy salvation/' 
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SERMON XVIL 



ST. LUKE ulli. 46, 



AN0 WHEN JfiSTJS HAD CRIED WITH A 
LOUD VOICE, HE SAID, FATHER, INTO 

, THY HANDS I COMMEND MY SPIRIT} 
AND HAVING SAID THUS, HE GAVE UP 
THE GHOST. 



HAVING now observed the progress of 
a Christian in his passage through this 
life from childhood to the brink of the grave; 
it only remains to consider his situation, and 
to compare it with that of a wicked man, 
at the hour of death. This shall be the 
subjeft of my present discourse ; and at our 
next meeting I hope to close the whole, by 
looking, with the eye of faith, beyond this 
transitory life, and leading you to refleft on 
what we are permitted to know of the glones 
of Heaven. 
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However men may differ in all other re- 
spe^s, there is one event common to all^ 
and that is death \ yet it is astonishing to 
see how seldom they refled on this subjeA*» 
Consider, I beseech you, what it is to die. 
You see it every day, and one day you must 
feel it ; but have you ever seriously reflefted 
on death? To die, is to leave all that is dear 
to us here on earth. Those pleasures for 
which we too often negleft j)ur duty, must 
end at once. The riches we have gained, must 
be left behind. We must see no more oa 
earth the friends we have loved. . The strong. 
and vigorous limbs will be stiff and cold; the 
anxious heart will cease to beat \ the bosom 
which once swelled with pride, will be horn* 
bled in the dust; th&worm will feed on the 
cheek of beauty. ,AI1 that the kindest 
friend can then do to shew his love, will be 
to lay us in the cold ground, and leave ug 
there to be eaten by worms. Such is the 
end of human pride, and of human happi-^ 
ness ! Such is the fate which power cannot 
prevent, which wisdom cannot escape. The 
rich man clothed in purple, and the beggar 
at his door, must sink alike into the grave, 
must alike return to that dust of (K^hich they 
were formed. My brethren, have you ever. 
thought of this ? Have you refle^Ved, that I 
who speak, and every one of you who hear,, 
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must be in the state which I have described; 
that it ivill happen soon ; that it may happen 
now? I may never be allowed to speak to 
you again. Some of you may never see 
another Sunday, Before the end of a year, 
there is every reason to expeft that some of 
those who are now present will be laid in the 
grave. In a few years, this will probably 
happen to many. In a few more years, it 
must happen to all. Is it possible we should 
believe and know this awful truth, and yet 
that so few should prepare for an evetit which 
must befall every one ? We try to secure 
wealth 5 we say to our soul, " thou hast 
much goods laid up for many years, take 
thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry." But 
who remembers the dreadful answer of God ? 
" Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be re- 
quired of thee."* 

O my brethren! these are thoughts to 
make the firmest tremble; and nothing ex* 
cept religion can support us under them. 
But let us view these things as Christians, 
and all is changed* We must die indeed ; but 
what is death, when viewed with the light of 
revelation? If we leave those virtuous friends 
who are most dear to us on earth, it is to 
meet them again iii heaven. There we hope 
for pleasures which will never fade, for richer 
* Luke xii. 19. 
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which no rast can destroy. The voice of 
God will call our bodies from the grave no 
more to see corruption ; while every sorrow 
forgotten, every sin forgiven, the heir of 
immortal glory shall be caught up into the 
clouds, to meet his Lord in the air, to reign 
with him for ever ! Do not your hearts burn 
within you at such thoughts as these ? Is not 
every one who hears me ready to exclaim with 
the Prophet, " Let me die the death of the 
righteous, and let my lasteiid be like his/'* 
But in order to this, we must live the life 
pf the righteous. All must die ; but whether 
death is to be the moment of joy or of terror, 
whether it is to be the beginning or the end 
of happiness, depends on the state of every 
man's conscience. For this reason it is, that 
I have so frequently and earnestly recom* 
mended to every Christian the constant prac- 
tice of self-examination; and advised him 
never to sleep, till he have endeavoured to 
obtain the pardon of his sins. Sooner or 
later he must give an account of his actions; 
and dreadful is the state of those, who in age 
or sickness are forced for the first time to 
think on their past lives. An hour wil 
come, when every one of us must remember 
what he would most wish to forget. With 
what horror will the wicked man then reflet 

* Numters xxiii. xo 
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on his unrepeDted sins, the mercies he has 
flighted, the time he has lost, and the dread- 
ful judgment hanging over his head! Thig 
world does not present an objeft so shock- 
Jng as a hat-dened dying sinner, who, having 
i^ejefted the call of a gracious God to mercy, 
j^ow trembles at the punishment which he 
dares not hope to escape. Alt the torments 
which he expefts in the next world, seem to 
be already Felt. O Father of Mercies, grant 
that we may all, by timely repentance, escape 
the horrors of inch a death! Yet even that 
moment of reflection is, not allowed to all. 
Death is sometimes so sudden as to make it 
impossible for us even to call on God for 
mercy. We see men cut off in the bloom of 
youth, nay even in the midst of their sins. 
The drunkard, the thief, the murderer, may 
be called before his judge, even in the aft 
6f sin ; death may be the immediate conse- 
quence of his crime; in a moment, no time 
allowed for repentance, too pause between 
the sin and the punishment. O think of 
this, ye that forget God; think of this, and 
tepent ! The Saviour of the world still allows 
you to hope for mercy ; but lose not an hour, 
for this hour may be your last. And majp 
they, whose hearts are not thus hardened,, 
consider how necessary it is to guard against 
this dreadful state by constant watchfulness^ 
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No man who goes out to his work m the 
morning, is sure that he shall return at night* 
Neman who lies down to rest at night, is- 
sure that he shall ever see the light of ano- 
ther day. What manner of persons, then, 
ought we to be? With these things strongly 
impressed on your hearts, let me again entreat 
you to watch over your own souls, and never 
to sleep without endeavouring to be recon-^ 
died with God. If we do this, we need not' 
dread the pestilence that walketh in darkness, 
nor the arrow that flifcth at noon^day ; for 
"whether we live or die, we arc still in the 
hands of that protefting Saviour who will 
be our guide unto death, and after death willl 
receive us to glory. 

The best support of the Christian in the 
hour of trial is the rcmembrapnce of the deaths 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. We shall find 
in the account of that event, given by all the 
Evangelists, a pattern of all that is great and^ 
noble; and an example, which, as far as the 
weakness of our nature will permit j we must. 
Jjujnbly endeavour to imitate. We are told 
that our. Saviour earnestly prayed to (Jod ;. 
and; having done so, went forth to meet his; 
persecutors. Through all the sufferings which ^ 
followed, he was patient and resigned. His^ 
•tenderness for his parent and bis friends ap-- 
-peared in his last agonie;.* His compa^sigp. 
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for the Ufihappy man who suffered with him^ 
'was expressed by a promise that he should 
be with him in Paradise. His forgiveness of 
his murderers appeared in his last prayer, 
"Father, forgive them, for they know not 
wliat they do!" Then having completed the 
work for which he came into the world, he 
resigned his soul to God, and said, " Father, 
into thy hands I commend my spirit !'* and 
having said this, he gave up the ghost. 

This is the glorious pattern which we 
must try to imitate; and in order to do so, 
we must, while we are in health, prepare for 
a change which cannot be long delayed. I 
have already observed, that the best prepa** 
ration for death is a good life; and the man 
who faithfully serves God, and trusts in the 
merits of his ^viour, wiM be always ready 
when he is called. But if age or sickness 
point out to us the near approach of this 
great event, let the pious Christian colled at! 
his strength to meet it with firmness, and let 
him pray for support to that Almighty Deli- 
verer, without whose assistance our strength 
is but weakness. Let him to the last shew 
Icindness to his friends, and let him freely 
forgive his enemies. Let him ask the as- 
eistance of a clergyman to pray with hint, 
and to administer the holy sacrament. Be* 
fore he receives it^ let him humbly confess 
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to Coo the SIM of his past life, and put his 
ivhole trust in. his mercy through Christ. 
Then let him try to think only of the glorious 
change which he is soon to experience ; let 
him call to remembrance the gracious pro- 
mises of God; and firm in faith, and strong 
in hope, let him resign his soul to Him who 
gave it. These duties should not be left to 
the last hour, sufficient to that hour is the 
evil thereof; but however severe his bodily 
sufferings may be, the Christian, who is well 
prepared, will feel the-support of his God. 
In that hour the good man is often distin- 
guished by his peculiar grace and favour. I 
have seen such men, nay 1 have seen the 
tender frame of a wea1c and delicate woman, 
support the severest sufferings, not only with 
patience, but with joy ; happy in being found 
worthy to suffer for Christ's sake, and 
triumphing in the immediate prospeA of an 
eternal reward. In general, death is not 
attended with such sufferings ; and very fre- 
quently, I believe, it is attended with no 
suffering at all ; but this is uncertain, and 
-"we should be prepared to endure pain with 
patience and resignation, at whatever part of 
our lives it may be sent to us, because at 
some part or other of life it may be expe&ed 
by all. We know not the degree of pain 
which we are appointed to siiffi:r in this life j 
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but wc know, what is far more important, 
that after death dreadful sufferings are pre- 
pared for those who will not repent. Let us 
all consider this, and seek the Lord, while 
He may be fouud. 

They who as yet enjoy health and strength, 
should not drive the thoughts of death from 
their minds, but endeavour to lessen its hor* 
rors by making it familiar. Let them never 
negleft the duty which they owe to thdx» 
dying friends, on account of any pain which 
it may give to themselves. Many useful 
lessons are to be learnt in the house of 
mourning. Never forsake those whom duty 
or affeAion calls you to attend at that awful^ 
moment. Much comfort may often be given^ 
even at the last. Wehn nothing else remains 
to be done,, pray for them to Him who will' 
never leave them nor forsake them. Re- 
member that a dying person is often sensible 
of what passes around him, much longet 
than those who are not accustomed to such ^'^■ 
scenes would suppose. Carefully avoid shock- 
ing them by saying any thing which they 
should not hear ; and, as long as it is pos- 
sible, let them be sensible that they have the 
comfort of your kindness and of your pray- 
ers. When all is over, do not try to banish 
the serious thoughts which such a- sight 
must awaken in your mind* Treasure them 
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tip in your heart against your own hour of 
trial. I would not wish even very young 
persons to be always kept away from such 
scenes. Let them early learn to see death 
in the true light. This will banish vain and 
foolish fears. They should be taught not 
to be afraid of the dead; they should know 
there is no more danger in a church-yard 
than in any other place. Those who rest 
there, can never rise till the day of judg. 
.ment. We shall go to them, but they never 
will return to us. A good man should learn 
to fear nothing except God; but young 
persons, as well as old, should remember 
that they must die. If an opportunity offer 
of shewing them that death is not really 
terrible to a Christian, it may be to them a • 
very useful lesson. They should learn never 
to fly from distress, which they can relieve, 
but to be kind and compassionate ; and they 
should learn the vanity of all earthly things, 
by seeing that they lead only to tbe grave^ 
These refiedions will dot rob a man of hap^ 
piness whilst he is young, and they will se«^ 
€ure his possession of it when he is old. They 
•ivill teach him to remember his Creator ia 
the days of his youth; they will teach him 
to fear God, and to know no other fear«, 
^* I have sent for you," said the great and 
good Mr. Ad^isoa to a young man whom 



d by Google 



[ 208 ] 

he loved, ** I have sent for you to see how a 
Christian can die." It is indeed a glorious 
sight, and the triumph of our holy religion. 

And now let me entreat you to remember 
in what manner we ought to consider death. 
It is an awful change to all, but it should 
be an objedl of terror only to wicked men. 
To them, indeed, it is dreadful beyond the 
power of language to express; but it must be 
endured by them and by us all. Other evils 
may possibly be avoided, some crimes escape 
the punishment of human laws, and some 
wicked men appear to be in great prosperity ; 
but that prosperity must soon be over. ^' It 
is appointed to men once to die, but after 
this the judgment/** This ought to make 
every man tremble, who has not reason to 
hope for the mercy of God; but to such 
men only death is terrible* To the humble 
follower of Christ this last enemy appears 
as a kind friend. Death is to him the read 
to life ; it has no terror in the eyes of the 
true believer. He views it only as the gate of 
Heaven, the appointed path to eternal joy. 
Death will end all his sorrows, death will 
confirm all his hopes, death will seal the 
pardon of all his sins, death will crown all 
his virtues. Death has no power to keep 
the Christian irom his Saviour and his Gob.^ 
* Hebrewt ix. t?. 
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Like the great Captain of his salvation, be 
mil rise triumphant from the tomb ; he will 
look back on this world as on a dream when 
one awaketh ; he will view its pleasures with 
contempt, its sorrows with a smile. He will 
hear that voice which calls to every faithful 
servant of Christ, " Come, ye blessed o( 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world,"* 
These ate the blessings of redeeming lo^^e^ 
these are the hopes, these are the prospers, 
which support the dying Christian* Under 
the severest sufferings, nay, even under the 
deepest sense of his awn weakness and im- 
perfedion,on the bed of sickness, and at the 
hour of dissolution, he is still enabled to say, 
** O death, where is thy sting? O grave, 
where is thy viftory ?" 

Now to Him who for our sakes overcame 
death, and opened to us the gate of ever- 
lasting life, to Him, with the Father, and the 
Holy Ghost, be glory now and for ever. 
Amen. 

• Matt. XXT, 34, 
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ST. MATTHEW %t\l 04, 

HERXAVTSR SHALL YB SEE THB^ SON OF 
MAH SITTIMO ON THE RIOHT HAND 09 
POWER, AND COMING IN THE Cl^OUDS 
OF HEAVEN. 

WE here learn, from our Saviour him* 
self, the certainty of that great event 
which every Christian expefts, as the com-» 

Eletion of all his hopes ; and every pious 
eart is prepared to answer, *• Even so 
come, Lord Jesus.^' 

In discoursing on a subjeft which is so far 
• above the reach of our weak understandings, 
it is my intention carefully to avoid saying 
any thing which is not revealed in scripture. 
It shall be my humble endeavour to cdlleft 
from the word of God, what is told us con-* 
earning the judgment of the great day, and 
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the happiness or misery to which every hu* 
man being will then be sentenced. 

If ever there was a subjeft worthy to fix 
the attention of a reasonable creature, it is 
that on which I am how to speak. All the 
little distinftions of this world shrink to no- 
thing in comparison with it. All the studies 
which have employed the learned, all the 
glorjes which attend the conqueror, appear 
unworthy of regard. We know and feel 
that all are vanity and vexation of spirit. 
This is a subjeA in which we can gain no in- 
formation, except from the revealed wdrd of 
God. Of this the heathens knew nothing, 
atad frequently wished for instruftion* They 
committed the bodies of their friends to the 
earth, or to the flames, and knew not that 
they were ever to rise again. They resigned 
their souls to God, without any sure and 
certain hope that He would make them for 
ever happy. All human prospers end with 
death, and the eye of reason can pierce no. 
farther. None ever returned to tell the se- 
crets of the invisible world. Little remained 
of that light which God had given to our 
first parents. The hopes of the best men 
were mixed with doubt and uncertainty, and 
it was only by death they were taught those 
jglorious truths which every Christian knows; 
it was only by death they were taught that 
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there is a reward for the righteous, th^t there 
is a God who judgeih the earth. 
. But to us, my brethren, the Gospel has 
brought life and immortality to light. There 
we learn, that when out blessed Lord had 
ascended into heaven, in the presence of his 
disciples, and a cloud received him out of 
their sight ; two men stood by them in white 
apparel, who said, " Why stand ye gazing 
lip into Heaven? This same Jesus, which 
is taken up from you into Heaven, shall so 
come in like manner as ye have seen him go 
into Heaven.*'* Our Saviour in my text 
informs us, that we shall see the Son of 
Man sitting on the right hand of power, and 
coming in the clouds of Heaven. He tells 
us, that ^* when (he Son of man shall come 
in his glory, and all the holy angels with 
him, then shall be sit on the throne of his 
glory, and before him shall be gathered all 

nations."! 

*^ Behold he cometh with clouds, and 
every eye shall see him, and they also that 
pierced him." J Such is the language of 
scripture, and such is the firm belief of every 
Christian. Of the day and the hour knoweth 
no man, but we all know that the day of the 
Lord will come, and blessed is he whom his 
Lord, when he tomeih, shall find watching: 
♦ Ads i. II. t Matt. xxv. 31. % Rev. i 7 , 



d by Google 



t 213 3 

** He Cometh indeed, but how changed. 
How different his appearance to what it once 
was! How shall we be able to conceive of 
it as it deserves J to raise our thoughts from 
the voice of the tender Babe in the manger^ 
bewailing our sins that brought him thither, 
to the voice of the Son of God, from which 
the heavens and the earth shall fleq away, 
and no place shall be found for them any 
more for ever ? Yet so it is. Behold, He 
who came in swadling clothes, cometh with 
clouds. He who came to preach the day of 
salvation, cometh again to proclaim the day 
of vengeance. He who was led as a lamb to 
the slaughter, leads his ten thousands to the 
prey, as the lion of the tribe of Judah. He 
who cried not, nor lifted up his voice against 
his enemies on earth, thunders with the glo- 
rious voice of his excellency agaiinst them 
from Heaven. He wKo quenched not the 
smoaking flax, extinguishes the great lights 
of the world, darkens the sun, and turns the 
moon into blood ; commands the stars from 
their stations, and the dead from their graves; 
shakes the powers of Heaven, and the foun« 
dations of the earth, and all hearts that are 
not fixed«on him.''* 

He cometh to judge the world, and before 
him shall be gathered all nations. To him 
^ Sishop Home's Sfrmoos 
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all hearts are open; to him all crimes are 
known. In vain may his enemies call on 
the mountains to cover them; they can be 
no longer hid. Every secret sin, every wicked 
thought, will then be known ; the tfme of 
repentance will be past, the day of vengeance 
will be come. A dreadful sentence is re- 
corded in the word of truth, and we must 
not conceal it. We must give the warnings 
and shew you the terrors of the Lord; 
He hath spoken, and we cannot reverse it. 
** The wicked shall go away into everlasting 
punishment!" " Depart from me, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the Devi| 
and his Angels."* " The fearful, the unbe- 
lieving, and the abominable, the murderers 
and whoremongers, the sorcerers and idola- 
tors, and all liars, shall have their part in the 
lake which bumeth with fire and brimstone; 
this is the second death."! These are th^ 
words of scripture; the Minister of the. 
Gospel dares not change them. However 
he may grieve for others, however he may 
tremble for himself^ it is his duty to declare 
the truth. ** God is not a man, that he 
should lie, neither the son of man, that he 
should repent ; hath He said, and shall He 
not do it?'' (I These are the terrors which 
•should be.strongly impressed on every human 

^ Matt.xxT.4i' t R«r.xxi..S. | Numb.xxiii. 19.. 
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being. " Be not afraid of them vho kill the 
body, but fear Him who after he hath 
killed hath power to cast into hell. Yea,' I 
say unto you, fear Him.'** If Christianity 
be true, if we have any reason to trust in the 
merit of our Saviour's sufferings, if we have 
any reason to hope for happiness in Heaven, 
we have the very same reason to believe and 
to know that every sinner who will not repent, 
must expeft punishments, of which no degree 
of misery that can be felt on earth, can give us 
an idea. Think of this, ye who would tremble 
at the sentence of an earthly judge, at the 
sufferings of an hour ! Think of the worm 
that never dies; think of the fire that never 
will be quenched. 

But to those" who look for their Lord, he 
shall appear in a very different chasafter. The 
judgment of that great day, while it reveals 
every secret sin, will at the same time dis- 
cover evary unknown virtue. There the 
patient will be comforted, there the humble 
will be exalted. There it will be seen that 
the secret prayer was not offered in vain, -that 
die tioor of sel&examination was not lost. 
The poor, the weak, the ignorant, if rich- 
in faith and virtue, will there be raised far 
above tbc^e who des(»sed them ; there he 
who suffered in this world, will Uess Goi> 
* Luke xii. 4. 
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for calling him to repentance by pain or sor- 
row* The wish to do good, which arose in 
the hearts of those who had nothing to 
give, will there te rewarded. The Saviour 
of the world, terrible in vengeance, but rich 
in mercy, will call his sheep by name. He 
who died for their sins, will accept their 
sincere, though imperfeft obedience. The 
humble endeavour to please Him, the tear of 
penitence, the prayer of faith, will reach the 
Throne of Grace. He who washed us from 
our sins in his own blood will complete the 
work of redeeming love; he will say to 
every faithful servant, *' Enter thou into the 
joy of the Lord.'' 

Of the happiness of Heaven we can form 
no idea; and here, as before, I will repeat 
the words .of Scripture, without presuming 
to add any thing to them. We are told 
by St. Paul, that " eye hath not seen, nor. 
car heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him.'** From 
scripture we learn that there will be no 
more sorrow, nor crying; and that God 
shall wipe all tears from their eyes. From 
scripture we learn that they will be as the 
Angels of God ; there wilt be no more sin, 
there will be no more death. From scripture 
• s Cor. K. 9. 
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^e k^TOj that th^ will follow the Lambior 
^v^, and joia wth 3:11 the hcrst of heaven in 
fsjn^ingi Ha,lkk»)ahrfQr.Ae Lord God Ora- 
'»ip0^.t¥f|gpetlj,^d Efe shaH reign for ever 
■and eyeri:Kiftg<)i:ki.iJgg,. and Lord pf lords! 
:SHch ar*^ the hopes, sach are the expeftationa, 
of;a'Cbri'$tiap5 such ^re the promises which 
tve ha^e received from G'od himself. For 
^yer'wfe uadqr his prot§^o^» their trial ovef, 
tbejr pajdprtr sealed, tUo^e who attain that 
bleasfefi,3ta!te.€ja»sinhpmorei No improper 
.wishes^ no i^icked incliqations, no arts of the 
te«i|)ter, can ever fiJoce disturb their peace. 
Pain and sorrow will be no more. United 
withjmutqal love, which human passions will 
never more disriOTb, 'tbey will be happy, and 
they will be happy forever. Hours, day^^, 
years, age« will pja$s in constant enjoyment, 
and still their prospeft will know no bounds. 
They will be. always increasing in wisdom and • 
virtue, going. 60 from strength to strength j 
praisifig and Wea^ngvGoD for ever and ever. 
^ And doesi any.;ta$k ,$ean bard which pro- 
cures for us such a rich rewStrd i Is ^y thing 
t6o miich, to provteour love and gratitude to 
such a Master? Is his service hard,. when he 
calls lis to do for his sake what, if v^ knew 
our own interest, we should do for our own ; 
to renounce follies which the wise must d&- 
spise^ and vices whif:h the good must detest ? 
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*— A mat) who only regards hi$ own heaftB', 
■will iiot make himiself a beast by dninkeo- 
ness or lust. A man who values his own 
' happiness, will not make hhnself bated by 
cruelty and injustice ; be will not be unkind 
to his friends, nor disloyal to h\& King. 
'• What doth the Lord require of thee, bat 
'to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
.humbly with thy God?"* What doth He 
require of thee, but to pursue thy own true 
interest, to be happy in this world and in the 
next ? If we are sometimes called to suffer, 
•we know that it is only to make us more 
worthy of his love who suffered for us* He 
has left us his example. He has promised us 
-bis support. He has set before us an eternal 
reward. Could such a reward be too dearly 
purchased by any degree of suffering during 
our short life on earth? Thousands have 
^purchased that reward by sufferings to which 
at present we are not exposed. Thousands 
have glorified God m torments and in flames;. 
** They were tortured, not accepting deliver- 
ance, that tliiyTnight obtain a better resur- 
redion. And others iiad trial of cruel mock- 
ings and scourgings, yea, moreover, of bonds 
and imprisonment. They were stoned, they 
>vere sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain 
with the sword. They wandered about ia 
• Micah yi. S. 
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sheep-skins, and goat-skins, being destitute, 
afflifted, tormented, Cof whom the world was 
not worthy ;) they wandered in deserts, and 
in mountains, and in dens, and caves of the 
earth/'* Happy arc they who have thus 
shewn their love to Him who died*for them ; 
and let os all think ourselves happy, if by any 
means we can obtain his favour. Whether 
He crowns us with blessings, or try us with 
•afffiftions, still let us love and thank Him. 
He only know what is good for us ; and 
.secure under his proteflion, trusting in his 
mercy, and relying on his gracious promises, 
let every Christian say, and say it from his 
heart, *' Not my will, but thine be done !*' 
*' Let us^ ky aside every weight, and the sin 
that doth so easily beset us, and let us run 
with patience the race that is set before us ; 
looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher 
of our faith, who, for the joy that was set 
before him, endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set down at the right band of 
the throne of GoD.^j- 

And now, ray beloved brethren, consider 
all that has been said. I have endeavoured 
to shew you the path, of life ; and may God 
give you grace to walk in it to the end, *J I 
call Heaven and earth to record this day, 'that 
I have set before you life and death, blessing 
* Ueb* xi. 35* f Heb. xiii. x» 
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t|jmd cursing ; therefore choose life, that both 
yqu iand your seed may live^*' I m\\ sum up 
all.in the words of. the Royal'Preacher. "Let 
US bear the coaclusiou .of the whole ihatter. 
Fear God, and keep his conunand merits, for 
this is the, whole doty of man. For God shall 
briag every work into judgment, and every 
secret thing, whether it be good, or whether 
it be evil/'* 

*' Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfeft, 
be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in 
peace, and the God of love and peace shall be 
with you,"t And may He who hath called 
us to eternal glory by Christ Jtsys, after 
that ye have suffered awhile, makeyou per- 
feft, staWish, strengthen, settle yqi}. May- 
He be your guide unto death; and after 
death, may He receive you into glory 1 Now 
to Him who loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in his o^n blood, and hath made u^ 
kings and priests to God and his Father, to 
Him be^lory and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

• Eccles. xii. 13. f » Cor, xiii. ii. 

FINIS. 
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